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Entering this fine season of the year—the Blessed Week, when all 


struggles, competitions and frictions of life should cease for a while in the 
presence of the dying year and the incoming glory of the New One—the 
London & Scottish Assurance Corporation, Ltd., adopts from the 
great American poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, this message to the 
hearts of all its loyal agents and their employees; to their policyholders 
and their families; to all the world of those having kindly memories of 
the past and good hope for the future: — 


J heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet 

The words repeat 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men.” 


London & Scottish Assurance Corporation, Ltd. 
London, England 
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Today the United States and the Dominion of Canada stand in the forefront of modern progress. 

A great constructive factor in this achievement has been the development of fire insurance. Be it 

remembered that six of the foundation stones upon which American insurance practice rests have 
been laid in the last sixty years by the New York Underwriters Agency. 


Epoch-making events in 
American fire insurance 


192 marks the sixtieth anniversary It should be in a sense a time of 
of the founding of the New stock-taking—of measuring the service 

York Underwriters Agency. that has been rendered local representa- 
A business anniversary, to be worth tives and property owners who have 


purchased insurance protection. 

And finally this anniversary, to be 
really worth while, must be merely the 
beginning of a program of still greater 
service and the background of a new 
picture of accomplishment. 

That is the kind of sixtieth anniver- 


celebrating, must stand for something 
more than the continued existence of a 
concern over a period of years. 

It must mean in the case of an or- 
ganization such as the New York Under- 
writers Agency, a constant record of 


growth. sary that the New York Underwriters 
It must be a milestone marking an Agency hopes to enjoy, and that with 

ever-increasing volume of good-will the cooperation of its representatives in 

toward the organization. the field it cannot help but enjoy. 


0 New York Underwriters Agency 


A.&JH.Stoddart 
100 William Street New York City 


The New York Underwriters Agency is an insurance underwriting 
headquarters that is represented in all parts of the country. Since 
1864 this General Agency organization has been a factor in the 
economical distribution of insurance protection and it has en- 
deavored to merit the position of leadership that it occupies today 
in the insurance world. 











THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, Published Weekly by The National Underwriter Com ane. 
Offices of oaetne, | 175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. Twenty-eighth year. No. 51. 
day, ‘December 18, $4.00 a year; 20 cents per y. eaters as second class matter, | 
ary 7, - ge fy B,- Chicago, under act of March 3, 




















UNDERWRITER 





December 18, 1924 THE NATIONAL 





= ~ = — 





‘Every One a Record 
of NATIONAL Progress 


HE insurance policy is an emblem of Stability. It is the steadying power back of all 
National development. It represents a great bulwark upon which the Nation con- 
serves its prosperity and growth. 

As the symbol of an institution of Nation-wide scope, a policy of the Liverpool & 
London & Globe Insurance Company typifies the broad, enterprising character of Insur- 
ance today. Every L. & L. & G. policy is a record of National progress—each one is a 
testimonial to the confidence reposed in Insurance by the country. 
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To Our Friends 


Sooner or later we all learn that our most valu- 
able and important assets are our friends. He who 
has an abundance of material wealth, but is without 
friends is, in reality, poor. 


Thus We of the Western Insurance Bureau 
have learned during the past year that we are rich 
indeed. We have friends, real ones, by the hundreds. 
Their loyalty and support have carried us through 
the vear to a stronger and firmer position than we 
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To this great army of friends we extend our 
best wishes for a very, very happy Christmas. 


The 
Western Insurance Bureau 


Insurance Exchange Building 
Chicago 


This space has bee ntracted and paid for by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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PLEASED BY CHANGE IN 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT 


Insurance Men Welcome Sounder 
Financing and Removal of 
Capital Tax Menace 


STOCKS SHOW INCREASE 


Companies Will Benefit on Present In- 
* yestments—Interest in Health In- 


surance Situation 





BY UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE 
LONDON, ENG. 


Dec. 5—In no 
sphere of commercial activity has the 
recent sweeping victory of the British 
Conservative party at the polls been 
more welcome than in the insurance 
world. Its victory is likely to give sev- 


eral vears of stable government during 
which likely to 
undermine financial 
will be carried into execution. 


no chimerical schemes 


the existing fabric 
The in- 
surance world is prepared to admit that 
many members of the defeated Labor- 
Socialist government were actuated by 
a desire to benefit the “bottom dog,” but 
the policy of the party was one of de- 
struction first, followed by construction 
afterward, and the awful example of 
Russia, where the destruction has been 
successfully accomplished without any 
signs of construction to follow, has in- 
clined the British electorate to take no 
risks. 


Insurance Men Conservative 
The successful insurance man is by 
nature conservative. Caution is_ his 
motto, the basis of insurance being se- 
curity first. He must build slowly, for 
he has had many examples—and some 


quite recent—of disaster overtaking in- 
surance enterprises whose policy was 
guided by a desire for a large premium 
income at all hazards. He was thus 
bound to find himself in antagonism to 
the Labor-Socialist party because one 
of the main planks in its platform was 
a levy on capital. 

A capital levy would certainly reduce 
the total indebtedness of the state with 
a consequent reduction in taxation. It 
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HAS A RUNNING MATE 


INCORPORATE SENTINEL FIRE 


New Company Will Be Operated by 
the Officers of the Springfield 
Fire & Marine 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS., 
Application for a charter 
tinel Fire of Springfield, 
acted upon today at the 
Springfield Fire & Marine. The incor- 
porators are James L. Pease, William 
A. Harris, Frederick Harris, Emerson 
G. Gaylord, George G. Bulkley, Henry 
A. Field, John W. B. Brand, Melvin D. 
Southworth, Francis H. Williams, Wal- 
ter B. Cruttenden, Edwin H. Hildreth, 
William A. Herbert, Carroll L. Garnett. 
The directors elected by the incorpora- 
tors are James L. Pease, William A. 
Harris, Frederick Harris, Emerson G. 
Gaylord, Henry A. Field, John W. B. 
Brand, Melvin D. Southworth, G. G. 
Bulkley. 

The officers elected by the 
are George G. Bulkley, president; 
ter B. Cruttenden, vice-president; 
H. Hildreth, secretary; Carroll L. Gar- 
nett, assistant secretary; Francis H. 
Williams, treasurer; William A. Hebert, 
secretary. 

The papers which were prepared by 
Attorney Robert S. Kneeland will be 
submitted to the commissioner of insur- 
ance of Massachusetts at an early date 
They provide for a capital of $500,000 
and surplus of $500,000. The entire cap- 
ital stock except qualifying shares will 
be subscribed to by the Springfield Fire 
& Marine. 


Dec. 
for the 
Mass., was 
office of the 


17.— 
Sen- 


directors 
Wal- 


Edwin 


hosts. of 


come tumbling down with 
sellers and no buyers until the stocks 
and landed property were worth no 
more than rubbish prices? 
Would Mean Rate Increase 
The alternative suggestion would be 


to collect the levy over a long term of 
years by annual installments in which 
case it would be nothing but a heavy 
addition to the imposing burden of taxa- 
tion the companies already bear. In 
this latter case the companies would 
immediately protect themselves, where 
it is a matter of a yearly contract, by 
putting up their rates of premium. The 
same would be done in the new 
life business, while, owing to depleted 
reserves, presumably the companies 


case of 





might conceivably be put into opera- 
tion—though with great hards hip in 
most cases—as regards private individ- 
uals, but it would seem a practical im- 
Possibility to collect the money from 
most businesses and certainly from big 
corporations such that conduct 
Nsurance business. Suppose that a law 
Was passed imposing a levy of 50 per 
cent on capital, would the insurance 
eee be expected to go to their 
bankers and request a loan of half the 
value of their assets to hand over to 
the government? And would the banks 
Stand the strain of multiple demands of 
such a ture? Probablv not. Is it 
suggested that the companies should sell 
half their inve stments: if so, who would 
buy these and from whence would the 
money be forthcoming? If they did so 
would they present day 


\ the actual 
value f¢ I or would not the market 


as those 


get 


rr them, 


} would not be in a position to pay 
more than 50 percent of the capital sums 
assured in the case of existing life 
| policies. 


The 


Labor leaders themselves were 
it could be put into operation. Possibly, 
vhen faced with the problem of how te 


they would have weakened 


_do this, on 
this plank in their platform. It is cer- 
tain that they would have received re- 
monstrances on the subject from the 
“industrial” insurance companies and 
the friendly and benefit societies whic h 
cater to the so-called “working classes. 


These concerns, with their high ratio of 
expenses to premiums, would be in a 
worse than the companies transact- 
ing rance if half their funds 
them. Anyway, all im 
is past. 

the 
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ZUEL ON UNION BASIS 


MANKATO AGENCY IN A FLOP 


Brought Charges That Led to Recent 
Hearing Before the Insurance Com- 
missioner of Minnesota 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 17. 
Field men of companies represented in 
the agency of E. M. Zuel & Co., of 
Mankato, Minn., were interested this 
week in receiving a communication from 
Mr. Zuel, who is the head of the agency, 
stating that he had decided to go on 
a Union basis, and resign his Western 
Insurance Bureau companies. This an- 
nouncement is particularly interesting | 
inasmuch as the Zeul Agency was the 
complainant that brought about the re- 
cent hearing before Insurance Commis- 
sioner Wells. In the petition Mr. Zuel 
charged the Union companies’ with 
transgr essing the Minnesota laws by en- 


gaging in conspiracy and coercion to 
force him to give up his Bureau com 
panies. It was on the strength of this 
petition that Commissioner Wells called 
the hearing. Mr. Zuel in the hearing 
testified that he allowed the use of his 
name, but really was not much inter- 


ested in the petition and was indifferent 
to it. Prior to that Mr. Zuel had brought 
an injunction suit to restrain the Conti- 
nental and Home of New York from re- 
tiring from his agency. 

Companies in the Agency 


the last Minnesota in- 
the Zuel agency rep- 
American of New Jersey, 
Boston, British America, Continental, 
Fireman’s Fund, Home of New York, 
Hudson, London & Lancashire, National- 
Ben Franklin, National Liberty, Na- 
tional Union, Northwestern National, 
Rochester Underwriters, Royal, Security 
of Connecticut, U. S. Merchants & 
Shippers, U. S. Underwriters and Vic- 
tory. It also is general agent for the 

‘rm department of the Milwaukee Me- 
aaoaiee, 

When the agency decided to retain the 
Bureau companies a plan was to estab- 
lish a new agency for the Union com- 
panies but they were not satisfied with 
the project. 


According to 
surance directory, 
resented the 


great buoyancy in the investment mar- 
kets. There has been a strong upward 
movement in investment stocks which 
commenced some weeks before the elec- 
tion in anticipation of a Conservative 
victory. Insurance companies will have 
to pay more for the securities in which 
they invest their funds but, on the other 
hand, they are reaping the adavntage of 
the steady increase in the value of gilt- 
edged securities in which their reserves 


have been invested in the past. Inci- 
dentally, this advance in security rates 
is expected to continue until trade im- 


nroves and money is drawn away for use 
in connection with the industries which 
will then benefit thereby. 
Removes Menace of Unsound Finance 
The 
it the 


or the 


great victory of the Conservatives 
polls has removed, at any rate 
time being, all danger of unsound 
financial on the part of the 
rovernment. The Conservatives 
ten slowly and endeavor to adjust 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 37) 
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FIRE COMMITTEE TO 
TAKE UP QUESTIONS 





Four Disputed Points Have Been 
Brought Before the Insurance 


Commissioners 


IN DECEMBER 


TO MEET 


Will Consider the Various Issues That 
Have Been Raised—Joseph 
Button is Chairman 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 17.—Joseph 
Button, insurance commissioner of Vir- 
ginia, chairman of the fire insurance 


the Insurance Commis- 


Convention, 


committee of 
sioners states that a meeting 
will be held in New 
March 15 and 
will 
insurance 


of the committee 
York ( ity 
March 20. 


between 
There be 
the 


Colonel 


no spring 
commissioners 
call his 
hold hear- 
ings on all disputed points that are be- 
fore it. One of the questions before the 
committee is the matter of conflagra- 
tion Some of the commis- 
sioners feel that in computing profits 5 


meeting of 
this 
committee together 


year. Sutton will 


and will 


reserves. 


per cent. should be allowed for con- 
flagration reserves while others are ad- 
vocating 3 per cent. Others declare 
that there should be no conflagration 
reserve in that a conflagration loss is 
something that capital should absorb 


without any special reserves being held. 
The sub-committee that is considering 
this subject consists of Commissioners 
McMurray of Indiana, Wade of North 
Carolina, McCulloch of Pennsylvania. 

Another question before the: commit- 
tee is that of revising the formula or 
method of computing underwriting 
profits. This has been raised by Com- 
missioner Hyde of Missouri. He de- 
clares that the present formula is too 
liberal and gives the companies the best 
end of the bargain. The sub-commit- 
tee considering this question consists of 
Commissioners Dunham of Connecticut, 
chairman; Monk, Massachusetts: Wells, 
Minnesota; 3eha, New York, and 
Bullion, Arkansas. 

There are two other questions before 
the committee, one being that involv- 
ing uniform schedules and forms. An 
elaborate report on this subject was 
filed with the committee by R. D. 
Hobbs, tant manager of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau, at the December 
meeting of the committee in New York. 
There is no sub-committee of the fire 
committee considering this subject. 

The 
tee is 


This 


assis 


the commit- 
commissions 


Commissioner 


other subiect before 
that of contingent 
has been raised by 


Smith of Wisconsin. Some of the com- 
missioners felt that something should 
be done before the end of the year on 
this last subject. Commissioner Luning 
of Florida. who is president ot the con- 
vention, tried to have the fire committee 
take some definite action but Chairman 
Button objected to hastv action. There 
is no sub-committee of the fire commit- 


tee appointed to consider this subject. 
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REVIEW YEAR’S RECORD 


BUSINESS OFF IN NEBRASKA 


Managers and Field Men, However, 


Look for Very Substantial In- 
creases in 1925 


OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 17.—As the end 
of 1924 draws near, managers, field men 
and agents are taking stock of the past 
and outlook for the future. 


Even aside from the effect of eco- 
nomic conditions 1924 has been an un- 
usual year for fire insurance interests 


and associated lines. The financial sit- 
uation in Nebraska and Iowa has been 
strongly reflected in mercantile lines in 
the towns and cities. 

Reports from field men on incomplete 
checks for the year indicate a falling 
off in premiums in. fire business, about 
an even run of automobile and an in- 
crease in hail insurance. While many 
companies seem to have held their pre- 
volume others run from 5 to 20 
decrease. Some few show in- 
more or less substantial but 
percentages run naturally to 
whose volume in 1923 


mium 
per cent 
creases 
highest 
those companies 
was small. 

Hail Losses Very Heavy 


losses have been normal, prob- 
than in 1923, but heavy 
enough. Hail losses have been exces- 
sive, from 80 to 200 percent, with an 
average of probably around 110 percent 
in Nebraska. Tornado losses have been 
heavy with all companies with volume 
spread over the state. Storms have been 


Fire 
ably lighter 


general and of severe though not otf 
spectacular nature or devastating ex- 
tensive areas. 


Automobile premiums have been nor- 
mal or with perhaps a slight increase, 
while losses have been moderate except 
for equipment pilferage in the larger 


cities. Even this item shows improve- 
ment over 192¢ 

Field men are almost unanimous in 
predicting a very substantial increase 


in business for 1925. Spirit and morale, 
with an irresistible urge from head of- 
fices, promise more attention and better 
results, in increasing volume. 

Views on Collections Vary 


While most company representatives 
express the opinion that collections are 
easier than a year ago it is noticeable 
that with only a few exceptions, field 
men are rustling on balances and many 
complain of heavy delinquency lists. In 
many instances delinquency on monthly 
balances may be traced to a general sit- 
uation referred to further on. 

The small town and rural 
continues as heretofore, one watched 
with concern by underwriters. The 
financial situation is perhaps slightly 
improved but the auto bus and the au- 
tomobile have seriously injured and in 
many cases ruined the smaller towns. 
There are exceptions and they command 
attention. Either a town community has 
sat still, grumbled and gone dead, made 


situation 


a half-hearted effort to hold trade or in 
some instances, due to real individual 
and group pep, spunked up, paved, 


painted up and shown real business en- 
ergy and judgment. These last-men- 
tioned towns are prosperous and will be 
more so with general business improve- 
ment. Such a town, for e xample, is 
Wahoo. In easy auto distance of Lin- 
coln, Fremont and Omaha, it is holding 
its own. Kindness only prevents cita- 
tion of others fallen by the wayside. 
This condition naturally means loss of 
fire insurance premiums as well as in- 
creased physical and moral hazard in 
the backsliding towns. 

There are many contributing 
to the falling off of stock 
business in this territory. 
tend to substitution of 
age, in good times not for a moment 
considered. Even the carrying of no 


causes 
company 

Hard times 
cheaper cover- 





protection or part coverage is especially | 


KENNEDY IS ELECTED 
MADE PRESIDENT OF BUFFALO 


Formal Selection to Succeed J. G. 
Wickser Made by Board of Di- 
rectors of Company 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec 16.—John G. 
Wickser, president of the Buffalo Insur- 
ance Company since 1907, has resigned 
to become chairman of the board of 


directors, and Sidney R. Kennedy, until 
recently vice-president of the Fidelity- 
Phenix, will succeed him as President. 


was taken at a meeting of 
directors of the Buffalo 
officers will take their 


This action 
the board of 
today. The new 
positions Jan. 1. 


Increase Requires Expansion 


The company’s official statement says 
that the steady growth of business has 
made advisable increasing the adminis- 
trative forces and adding a man of Mr. 
Kennedy's calibre to the organization. 
Mr. Wickser relinquishes the office of 
president at his own request in order 
that he may give special attention to 
investments and finance. Mr. Kennedy 
will have charge of the general admin- 
istration of the company’s business and 
affairs. There will be no other changes 
among the administrative officers. 

Under Mr. Wickser’s administration 
the business of the Buffalo has more 
than doubled. Mr. Kennedy has been 
associated with the Fidelity-Phenix 14 
years. He established the Continental 
in eastern Canada and Newfoundland. 
He has transacted special missions in 
various South American countries for 
the Fidelity-Phenix and has been in 
charge of its underwriting operations. 


prevalent under such conditions. Val- 
ues have decreased and a material cessa- 
tion of general building has been notice- 
able. More small towns are overbuilt 
than growing. Farm improvements 
practically ceased in 1924. Stocks have 
been at lowest possible level, buying on 
a hand-to-mouth basis. 

These causes and the undisputable 
disturbance of the separation movement 
have been, it is believed, the basis of 
conditions less satisfactory than would 
otherwise have prevailed. Mutual com- 
panies have profited by slim pocketbook 
conditions and have energetically pressed 


their advantage. The field men of the 
stock companies have made thousands 
of calls to “feel out” mixed agencies, 


and there are few without either Bu- 
reau, nonaffiliated or mutual represen- 
tation. 

The time spent on separation at agen- 
cies and in group discussion could not 
be spent in constructive production nor 
in attention to agents’ accounts. Herein 
is explained a cause of delinquency. 
Agents have had their backs bowed 
against the movement and field men see 
a non-conformist wave reflected in an 
unenthusiastic pay-up disposition. 

Comment on the showing in “Nation’s 
Business” of Nebraska, the one state 


where business is good, has aroused 
heated inquiry, “How do they get that 
way?’ Early November indications 


were a revival of good times—then flop 
and trade slack and general collections 
very slow. Local authorities do not 
agree with eastern reports. It is true 
that the banks are high in deposits and 
cash reserves, but they are not moving 
that money. Retail sales are dead and 
jobbing and wholesale trade but little 
better. Westbound freight is slow and 
the buying public not spending. This 
is ex xplained by the fact that the pro- 
ducers’ return on crops to date has gone 
into the banks in liquidating debts of 
long standing and not yet has a surplus 
income for purchases been marketed. 
The splendid corn crop at good price 
when marketed direct or after feeding 
is expected to start business humming. 
It is not here yet but it must be on the 
way. 





ROOME IN NEW PLACE 
GOES TO THE INDEPENDENCE 


Assistant Secretary of the Westchester 
Becomes Vice-President and Under- 
writer of Philadelphia Company 


President Charles H. Holland of the 
Independence Indemnity, which recently 
acquired the Independence Fire of Phil- 
adelphia, announces that Allison Burton 
Roome has been chosen to take charge 
of the underwriting of the fire company. 
He has been chosen vice-president. Mr. 
Roome is assistant secretary of the 





ALLISON B. ROOME 
Vice-President Independence Fire 


Westchester Fire and the Delaware. He 
has_ had splendid training in fire under- 
writing. 


Had Long Experience 


He is a graduate of 
started his insurance 
Sanborn Map Company 
came chief 
for the 


Rutgers. He 
career with the 

and then be- 

inspector of special hazards 
Continental. Later he was 
chosen manager of the Brooklyn and 
Long Island department of that com- 
pany. He joined the Westchester in 
1918 as agency manager and became 
assistant secretary in 1919. When the 
Delaware was incorporated this year, he 
was chosen assistant secretary of that 
company. 

Mr. Koome assumed his new office at 
once. Before leaving the Westchester, 
the home office staff presented him with 
an elegant traveling bag and brief case. 
Mr. Roome began his duties in Phila- 
delphia Monday of this week. 


MAY REFUND HAWAII LOSSES 


Bill Introduced in Congress to Repay 
Companies for Property Destroyed 
During Plague 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 
A bill authorizing an appropriation of 
$85,970 _to reimburse insurance com- 
panies for amounts paid by them on 
property in Hawaii destroyed by the 
government in the suppression of the 


17.— 


bubonic plague in 1899 and_ 1900 has 
been introduced in the senate by Sena- 
tor Harreld of Oklahoma. The com- 


panies and the amounts of their claims 
are as follows: Royal, $25,160; Trans- 
atlantic, $9,500; Prussian National, $2,- 
850; North German, $8,000; Hamburg- 
sremen, $10,450; Liverpool & London 
& Globe, $6,900; New Zealand, $6,025: 


Fireman’s Fund, $9,250; National of 
Hartford, $4,150; Caledonian, $750; 
North British & Mercantile, $3,000. 
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WANTS SOME CHANGES 


OPPORTUNITIES ARE MISSED 


Randolph Buck Suggests Measures 
That Are Needed to Meet Com- 
petition of Mutuals 


Randolph Buck, associate manager of 
the Western Factory Insurance Asso. 
ciation, addressed the Association of 
Fire Insurance Examiners of Chicago 
last week on “Mutual Competition,” 
He traced the evolution and history of 
sprinkler equipment from its early years 
in the form of perforated pipes, con- 
trolled by hand valves, to its present 
form of automatic sprinkler heads, al- 
ways on duty. 

Mr. Buck said that stock companies 
were slow in recognizing the worth of 
sprinkler equipment, their attitude being 
that the insured must try out the value 
and efficiency, and if it proved worth 
while, credit would be allowed. Little 
encouragement was given on the part 
of the stock companies, the entire re- 
sponsibility of putting sprinklers to the 
test of practicability being laid upon 
the insured. 

Mutuals Made Provision 


Mutual companies, on the other hand, 
gave prompt attention to this new de- 
velopment, at once recognizing the 
worth of sprinklers. They encouraged 
their installation, and offered credit 
where they were placed in use. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Buck, it was about 10 years 
after the mutuals had taken this step 
forward that the stock companies first 
began to give sprinkler equipment their 
serious attention. But in the meantime, 
the mutual companies had secured a 
foothold which they still maintain. The 
insureds found that credit for improve- 
ments of this nature could be secured 
from mutual companies, and naturally 
turned to them for the financial relief 
which the installation of sprinklers 
snould offer in reduced premiums. Dur- 
ing this time the mutual companies 
were assuming the responsibility of try- 
ing out the equipment, and thus estab- 
lished themselves firmly with their 
policyholders. 

Must Revise Rules 


Mr. Buck pointed out the necessity 
for stock companies to revise their rules 
of practice, especially in anti-discrimina- 
tory states, in order to put them on an 
equal footing with mutual companies, 
which are not handicapped by such 
rules of practice. He cited the situation 
in a southern state as an example. 
Dwelling house rates in that state are 
75 cents to $1 a year. The state has an 
anti-discriminatory law. It is largely a 
textile manufacturing state, and as a 
general thing the mills are on the out- 
skirts of the towns, requiring the mill 
owners to provide dwellings for their 
employes. Under this system, a mill 
valued at $1,000,000 may have $100,000 
invested in dwellings for its employes. 

Mutual companies will write the man- 
ufacturing plant on a 75-cent deposit 
rate, producing a net mutual cost of 10 
cents, and the mill village on a deposit 
rate of $1.50, producing a net mutual 
cost of about 20 cents, as compared 
with the 1 percent cost in stock con- 
panies. In order to meet the situation, 
the stock companies filed a special class- 
ification on mill villages, allowing a cost 
of 20 cents per annum on such property, 
which put them on an equal footing with 
the mutual companies. 

Mr. Buck says that similar action 
must be taken in other territories in 
order to meet this competition. He ad- 
vocates the filing of special classifica- 
tions in the competitive lines, and of 
special rules to apply in those cases 
where they are needed to put the stock 
companies on an equal basis with the 
mutuals. 





United States Manager Walter Carter 
of the Royal and Milton Dargan of At- 
lanta, southern manager, are spending 


some days at Pinehurst, N. C. 
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DECLARES AGENTS WERE 
NOT TREATED FAIRLY 


President White of West Virginia 
Association Deplores Lack of 
Friendly Conference 


————— 


CHANGE WAS TOO ABRUPT 


Sole Agency Campaign in the State Is 
Working Out Successfully With 
Few Dissenters 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—President 
A. B. White, Jr., of the West Virginia 
Association of Insurance 
New York City last 
to Boston and while in the city went to 
the Hotel Astor, where the National As- 
Insurance 


Agents was in 


week on his way 


sociation of Agents had offi- 
cial headquarters during the progress of 
commis- 


the meeting of the insurance 


sioners. Mr. White conferred with some 
regarding the 
situation in his state, although the Na- 
tional association had taken no official 
position in the matter and has only 
acted in an advisory capacity. 


of the national officers 


Issue Is a State Matter 


The issue in West Virginia over the 
20 percent flat commission and the sole 
agency platform is a state matter and 
hence the West Virginia agents have 
made no appeal to the management of 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents for help. President White 
seemed satisfied with the way events 
are moving there, especially along sole 
agency lines. Naturally the agents are 
disappointed over the recent conference 
in New York City because they felt they 
were entitled to more consideration. The 
agents do not feel that they have had a 
square deal. They think at least the 
action as to the reduction of commis- 
sions should have been delayed for a 
year to allow the local agents to adjust 
their expenses accordingly. 


Overhead Expense Is Greater 


President White explained that in a 
number of cases agents have enlarged 
their quarters, increased the salaries of 
clerks, taken on new clerks and have as- 
sumed a higher expense, all predicated 


on the old scale of commissions. It 1s 
impossible, he said, to make the read- 
justment at once. While the agents 


would agree to the 20 percent flat they 
do declare that sufficient time should 
have been given them so that they would 
not be called upon to endure as much 
of a financial sacrifice as they are now. 
They cannot reduce their overhead at 
once. 
Question As to Old Contracts 

There is still a dispute as to whether 
many of the old commission contracts 
are still in force. The local agents as- 
sociation has taken legal counsel on this 
subject. Some companies undoubtedly, 
have taken legal steps to terminate the 
old commission agreement but Presi- 
dent White declares that a number have 
not and hence the agents contend that 
their old contracts are still in force. 
hat is the reason they are making up 
their accounts on the old basis. 


Insurance Commissioner Steps In 


A few companies ordered cancellation 
of business because the agents did not 
respond to requests to calculate their 
commission on the 20 percent flat plan. 
Insurance Commissioner Bond at once 


telegraphed W. Ross McCain of the 
Aetna at Hartford, chairman of the 
West V irginia supervisory committee, 


telling him that while it was not his 
Province to interfere in the commission 
fight yet if there was a wholesale move- 
ment to cancel policies because the 
agents would not accede to requests of 





TO HOLD A CONFERENCE 


TALK ON THE SOUTHERN PLAN 


Effort Will Be Made to Get Outsiders 
on Membership Roll of South- 
eastern Association 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—A_ further 
effort to agree upon a basis that will 
induce companies not now affiliated 


with the Southeastern Underwriters 
Association to join the organization will 
be held in this city tomorrow, when 
members of a special committee of the 
association will meet with executives 
of many of the non-cooperating offices. 
The Southeastern Underwriters Asso- 
ciation at its recent semi-annual meeting 
agreed to the payment of a flat 20 per- 
cent commission to agents providing 
the proposition proved acceptable to 
companies writing 90 percent of the 
premiums in the territory. The con- 
ferees will start their deliberations to- 
morrow from that premise. 


Have Set of Suggestions 


Both interests have formulated a set 
of suggestions for submission to the 
other and it will be a question of trad- 
ing. Each is naturally anxious to make 
the best bargain possible. Confessedly 
the governing organization wants to 
strengthen its membership, and by the 
same token the non-affiliated companies 
would be glad to join the ranks of the 
regulars ,providing their doing so would 
not mean the loss of present valued con- 
nections or of desirable business. Should 
the conferences, of which that scheduled 
for tomorrow is not presumed will be 
the last, eventuate in an understanding 
between the now diverse interests, the 
outside offices would be allowed a rea- 
sonable time in which to bring their 


agency contracts into conformity with 
association rules. There is no disposi- 
tion among the orthodox members of 


the organization to make difficult the 
adhesion to the body of those now out- 
side the breastworks. 


companies to base their commissions on 
the new plan it became a matter of 
public interest. It is stated however, 
that only a few companies issued can- 
cellation orders. Insurance Commis- 
sioner Bond was in New York last week 
and met General Counsel O. B. Ryon 
of the National Board. The commis- 
sioner was assured that there was no 
attempt on part of the companies to 
unite in a cancellation campaign. Mr. 
Bond was able to straighten some of the 
things out which had been in his mind 
in his conference with Attorney Ryon. 
Sole Agency Campaign Successful 


President White was pleased with the 
way the companies have swung in line 
on the sole agency principle. He states 
that in many cities multiple agencies 
have run riot and have cut in sharply 
on the business of legitimate agents. 
Agents have been attracted by the high 
commissions paid and numerous side 
liners have been appointed. Now that 
they have been appointed President 
White does not believe that they will 
be eliminated by the 20 percent pro- 
gram. In some towns and cities there 
are three times the number of agents 
there should be. He states that assur- 
ances have been received from almost 
all companies that they will observe the 
sole agency rule, the main ones so far 
refusing to being the Hartford Fire, 
New York Underwriters and the Globe 
& Rutgers. Inasmuch as the West Vir- 
ginia Association of Insurance Agents 
is endeavoring to eliminate underwriters 
agencies it is natural that the Hartford 
Fire did not subscribe to the program. 
The New York Underwriters however 
has not had any resignations in West 
Virginia. It has been able to hold its 
agents together without difficulty. 

Commissioner Bond declares that the 
field men are largely responsible for 
the multiple agency appointments and 





U NDERW RIT ER 


WILL bateennel D , R ECT 


PLAN OF THE THREE GROUPS 


Crum & Forster, American and Fire- 


men’s Give Up Their Arrangement 
With William A. Gordon 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 17. 

William A. Gordon has resigned as gen 
eral superintendent of the hail depart 
ment of the Crum & Forster companies, 
the American of Newark and the Fire- 
men’s of Newark group. These three 
company groups will, in the future, write 
all of their hail business direct and not 
through general agencies as was the 
plan under Mr. Gordon’s management. 
In addition, the hail reinsurance pool 
which has been operated by these com- 
panies has been dissolved. For the past 
severa. three orgatiizations 
of com} been writing a good 
business, principally 


seasons all 
vanies have 
volume of hail 
through general agencies. 
May Have Loss Bureau 

Mr. Gordon has not made definite 
plans for the future, but it is understood 
that he may organize a hail loss adjust- 


ment bureau to operate in the north- 
west. He has had a general experience 
in the hail business, having been man 


ager of the hail and farm department ot 
the Atlas with headquarters at Minne- 
apolis. Prior to that he was vice-pres- 
ident and manager of the hail depart- 
ment of the Twin City Fire & Marine 
and a number of years ago was the 
managing underwriter of the Middle 
West Fire of Valley City, N. D. which 
wrote a large hail business. 


Hits Some General Agencies 


Mr. Gordon’s resignation as hail man- 
ager for the three groups of companies, 
means that several hail general agencies 
are likely to find themselves without 
company connections this year. Mr. 
Gordon planted a number of new gen 
eral agencies and with his fleet of com- 
panies was able to give them ample rep- 
resentation. A few such general agen- 
cies are now entirely without companies 
and may have difficulty in securing facil- 
ities owing to the fact that no com- 
panies are entering the hail business and 
the tendency is to retrench in the writ- 


ing of hail lines. 
General Agents Affected 


The general agents which will be af- 


fected by this change and which have 
represented some or all of the com- 
panies of the Crum & Forster, Ameri 


can of Newark and Firemen’s of Newark 
group are: 
Adjustment & 


Insurance Agency 


Hening, Minn.; Becker, Hockenburger 
& Chambers, Columbus, Neb.; Bratt, 
Goodman & Buckley, North Platte, 
Neb.; Paul Colson Insurance Agency, 
Fremont, Neb.; Johnson & Smith, Nor- 
folk, Neb.: Miner & Bradely, Grand 


Island, 
Omaha, 
Kan.: 


Neb.: Morrison & Cavanaugh, 
Neb.; Willard Quinn, Wichita, 
Sandy, Wynn & Carlson, Mc- 
Pherson, Kan.; F. C. Warnemunde, 
Lexington. Neb., and E. M. Zuel & Co., 
Mankato, Minn. 





the increase in commissions. He states 
that a field man voluntarily increased an 
agent’s commission hoping in that way 
to divert more business to his company. 
In this way commissions were increased 
to an abnormal point in West Virginia. 
Commissioner Bond had it in mind to 
take a determined stand on this ques- 
tion and send a questionnaire to com- 
panies making inquiry as to what com- 
missions they were paying. He blames 
the companies or field men rather than 
the local agents for the high orgy in 
the state. 





A band of seven reputed professional 
arsonists were arrested at Brockton, 
Mass., Tuesday by detectives of the Na- 
tional Board, acting in conjunction with 
state officers. 





NO LARGE INSURANCE 
MEETING NEXT YEAR 


Insurance Commissioners Going to 
Miami Knocks Out December 
Drawing Card 


BECAME NOTABLE EVENT 





Annual Gathering in New York City 





Brings Together Many Under- 
writers in That City 
NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—There is 
some speculation here as to whether the 


lecision of the Insurance Commission- 


Miami, Fla., 


' 
Vecember of next year will break up 
the 


‘rs Convention to meet at 


annual custom of having a big in- 


surance week in this city every De- 
‘ember at the time the commissioners 
ind the Association of Life Insurance 
Presidents meet. The commissioners 


are going to Florida in honor of | a 
Luning, that state, 
who is president of the convention. The 
fact that the 
in December 


commissioner of 


commisioners meet here 


brings a lobby of 


insur- 


ance country. 


men from all over the 


That is the big drawing card. 
Many Meetings Held 


The various 
send 


insurance organizations 
their representatives. “There are 
a number of meetings and conferences. 
It has been convenient for underwriters 
to be here, see one another, transact 
any business they may desire and take 
up any business matters that may need 
attention in the east. The Hotel Astor 
becomes virtually a house of insurance. 
Next year insurance week will lose 
much significance. It is not likely that 
the Association of Life Insurance Pres- 
idents will go to Miami. The fact that 
the insurance commissioners will go 
there means the fire and casualty people 
will not have the attraction to come 
here in December. It is the commis- 
sioners meeting that draws the fire and 
casualty underwriters as well as a num- 
ber of life insurance people. 
Some Criticism Is Heard 


There is considerable difference of 
opinion among the commissioners them- 
selves as to the advisability of holding 
both the annual meeting and the De- 
cember meeting in far away points in 
the south. The annual meeting will be 


held at San Antonio, Texas. The ex- 
ecutive committee recommended this 
and the convention approved it. low- 


ever there is considerable opposition to 
the action. It is understood that the 
commissioners were moved largely by 
a desire to help one of their feliows, 
Commissioner Scott of Texas, along po- 
litical lines. A meeting in that state as 
a personal tribute to him would 
strengthen his political fences. 


Not Many Fire Officials Present 


While the life and casualty folks had 
a large lobby at the commissioners 
meeting the fire insurance people did 
not present themselves to any great ex- 
tent numerically. Vice President Wil- 
fred Kurth of the Home of New York 
attended most of the sessions. Vice- 
President John Marshall of the Fire- 
man’s Fund came from the Pacific 
Coast. W. E. Mallalieu, general man- 
ager of the National Board, was also 
present. The last day President George 
G. Bulkley of the Springfield was on 
hand. George H. Bell. western manager 
of the National Fire of Hartford, 
mingled with the commissioners in the 
hotel lobby and was the only western 
man present. O. B. Ryon, general coun- 
sel of the laws committee of the Na- 
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tional Board, was at the Hotel Astor 
and attended some of the sessions. 


Little Business Transacted 


As a matter of fact the Insurance 
Commissioners Convention had 
little to do at the December meeting. 
There was hardly a ripple on the sea. 
If it had not been for the executive com- 
mittee of New York Life Underwriters 
Association insisting on a hearing on 
the so-called half rate policy there would 
have been but little to attract attention. 
Hearings on this policy did bring out 
a good sized crowd. The 
people are always well represented at 
the commissioners meeting, not only 
company officials, but attorneys and offi- 
cers of the life insurance organizations 
are always on hand. 

President Luning of the commission- 
ers in his talk before the Life Presidents 
Association, urged that its annual meet- 
ing be held at Miami. 


Changes in Personnel 


men of the Insur- 
Convention of two 
Newer men 


Some of the big 
ance Commissioners 
years ago are out of office. 


are taking hold of the reins. Even a 
year has made a big difference. Conn 
of Ohio is no longer in office. Stoddard 


of New York’sits back in the sessions 
in his private capacity. Commissioner 
Dunham of Connecticut looms up as one 
of the big men of the convention. Com- 
missioners Wells of Minnesota and 
McMurray of Indiana are prominent in 


the deliberations. Commissioner Smith 

of Wisconsin takes an active part in 
most subjects that come before the 
meeting. Commissioner Button of Vir 

ginia, the secretary of the Convention 
and its main pilot, knows more about 
the organization than anyone else. Nat- 
urally he is a wheelhorse. Commis- 
sioner Monk of Massachusetts, while 
not as towering in stature or forcible | 


as his predecessor, Charles W. Hobbs, 
is working into the details splendidly. 
Commissioner McMahan of South Car- 
olina, the firebrand of the convention 
was absent this year. The radicals did 
not show their hands in any way. Di- 
rector of Trade and Commerce Ireland 
was on from Illinois. Commissioner 
Bullion of Arkansas, who probably wiil 
be the next president of the Convention, 


as Commissioner McCulloch of Penn- 
svylvania is said not to want the post, 
is now one of the older officials. Com- 


missioner Caldwell of Tennessee is re- 
garded as one of the most level headed 
men in the convention. Commissioner 
Kendrick of Iowa is looked unon as one 
of the well balanced official supervisors. 


TO OPEN ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 


H. A. Welch Announces His Project 
for the Northwest—Resigns from 
the Western Adjustment 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 17.— 
H. A. Welch has resigned as staff ad- 
juster of the Western Adjustment at 
Minneapolis as of Dec. 31, to engage in 
independent adjusting work for the 
company 

He has organized a company, known 
as the General Adjustment Company of 
Minnesota, with headquarters in the 
Plymouth building. The organization 


will take care of losses in Lowa, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. For the present all business 


will be handled from Minneapolis, but 
it is planned to establish branches in 
the near future. 


Mr. Welch has had a number of years’ 
experience in the local agency business, 
was at one time state agent in the Da- 
kotas for the Firemen’s of Newark 





group, and went with the Western Ad- 
ustment two years ago. He has also 
had legal training. 
Oil Loss at Tulsa 

TULSA, OKL 17.—There is 
$350.000 loss to oil tanks owned by 
T rex mpany nd located near 
here rr four tanks wer full of Bur- 


mighty | 


| Western Union Took Much Less 


life insurance | 


KANSAS SEPARATION 
SUIT EVIDENCE ENDS 





Time Than Was Expected 
for Its Side 





FOUND MUCH REPETITION 





Attorneys Considered They Had Dis- 
proved Conspiracy and Boycott 
Charge With Evidence Submitted 





TOPEKA, KAS., 


Dec. 16.—The tak- 
ing of the testimony in the Kansas 
separation injunction suit was not 
nearly as long drawn out as was ex- 


The submission of the evidence 
Western 
and the case 


pected. 


was suddenly stopped by the 


Union attorneys Friday 


was an agreement between 


Western 


rested. By 


the lawyers the Insurance Bu- 


reau attorneys have ten days from Dec 


12 to file their briefs. The attorneys 
for the Union will have then ten days | 
to file their briefs and the attorneys 


for the Bureau and non-affiliated compa- 
will have tive days more to file a 
reply brief. 

Under the present plans the lawyers 
will return to Topeka about Jan. 10 
or 12 and spend one day in oral argu- 


nies 


ments. Meantime the record will have 
been transcribed and the judge will 
have the entire case before him. The 
court intimated that not more than 20 
days would be required in reaching 


his decision and anounced that he would 
offer a written memorandum of his 
findings at the earliest possible date. 


Found Evidence Repetitions 


The sudden ending of the case, as far 
as taking evidence was concerned, was 
really not a surprise. It developed when 
the Union began offering its evidence 
that much of the testimony was a repe- 
tition and that it could go on for days 
and even weeks presenting the same 
sort of testimony and accomplish little 
except clutter up the record with hun- 
dreds of pages of unecessary material. 

The Union had only one thing to 
prove. This was that the companies 
were not in conspiracy to boycott, in- 
jure or destroy the busines of the Bu- 
reau and non-affiliated companies or 
the agents who had built up an estab- 
lished business in this state. The Bu- 
reau suit was based upon an alleged 
conspiracy on the part of the Union to 
boycott all agents who did not clear 
their agencies to destroy the business 
of the Bureau and non-affiliated compa- 
nies and the business of the local 
agents. It had been expected that the 
taking of the testimony for the Union 
would require a week or possibly ten 
days, but at the close of the third day 
the attorneys for the Union anounced 
that they believed they had proved their 


denial of any conspiracy to boycott or 
destroy any business and would not 
continue to offer similar testimony. 


Eight Managers on Stand 


The Union attorneys used eight west- 
ern managers of Union companies as 
witnesses and a dozen or 15 field men 
and local agents. Some 30 Kansas 
field men and local agents, who had 
been attending the hearing as witnesses 
weeks, were discharged from 
urther attendance. 

The managers used by the U 
were C. A. Ludlum, vice- 


or two 





nion 
-pre sident of 


the Home Insurance Company of New 
York: C. R. Tuttle. western manager 
North America, Chicago; John. M 
"eal Ss. an wer, \ tn: Chi 
go: A. | western manager 
t \ssociat icago; Charles R 





GET ON BETTER BASIS 


LITTLE GAIN IN RAIN CLASS 





Companies Writing That Business Will 


Not Show Increase That Was 
Expected This Year 





NEW YORK, Dec. 


17.—Because of 


the reformation of many of their 
policy forms during the present 
year, the rain insurance’ writing 
companies will not show anything 
like the gain in premiums for 1924 
that was confidently anticipated they 
would early in the season. The re- 


turns of several offices, on the contrary, 
will be less than those had 12 months 
ago. Rain insurance is still in the pio- 
neer stage and the companies writing it 
have been compelled to feel their way 
cautiously. As experience develops this 
is being carefully tabulated and analyzed, 
and the underwriting policy changed 
accordingly. Disclosed mistakes in con- 
tract forms have been corrected, the 
purpose of the managers being to re- 
move as far as may be possible the ele- 
ment of gambling from the business, 
and to reduce it to legitimate dimensions. 

The elimination of certain privileges 
formerly granted in the policies has re- 
sulted in the loss of some business, as 
was to have been expected, but under- 
writers now feel that their contracts are 
more scientifically arranged and better 
adapted to the legitimate needs of in- 
surers. Through their association the 
rain writing companies are making a 
minute analysis of the reports of the 
United States Weather Bureau showing 
the precipitation according to estab- 
lished zones. 


manager Great Ameri- 
can, Chicago; Charles F. Thomas, as- 
sistant western manager Queen, Chi- 
cago; H. T. Cartlidge, western manager 
Liverpool & London & Globe. Chicago: 
W. H. Lininger, westery  wnanager 
Springfield Fire & Marine, Chicago. 

These men testified to the details o! 
the report of the governing committee 
of the Union at the Montreal meeting 
when the abrogation of the conference 
agreement was decided upon by an 
unanimous vote. The managers pointed 
out that there had been no previous dis- 
cussion of the proposal and that the ac 
tion was taken after a general debate 
upon the subject in the meeting. 


Street, western 


Acted to Protect Interests 


The managers asserted quite strenu- 
ously that they had not determined upon 
any plan of action until their field men 
reported that the Bureau companies in 
some mixed agencies were offering a 
higher scale of commission than they 
wanted to pay. Then the managers 
said they were called upon to protect the 
interests of their companies and_ this 
protection was to withdraw from agen 
cies which were accepting the high 
commissions. 

No Concert of Action 


These managers all denied that they 
had taken action against any agency or 
any company in consultation or agree- 
ment with any other manager or man- 
agers. They discussed separation with 
other managers, of course, but without 
any idea of any concerted action or no- 
tion of injury to any company or agent 
hut purely as a protective matter for 
he benefit of their own company. They 
poil ited out that in many there 
had been no NA I of mixed agencies 


cases 


nd that they were reluctant to clear 
many agencies because of long associ 
ation. [hey insisted that there were no 


yk inke ‘’ orders to 
that the field men 


ary powers in clearing 


clear agencies but 
given discretion 
when there was 


scale commis 


were 


evidence of the higher 
being 


sions 


paid or offered. 





PROPOSE A STRUCTURE | 
IN NEW YORK CITY 


National Board Back of Project to 
Erect a Building to House 
Organizations 


PLANS WELL OUTLINED 


Would Provide Space for the Various 
Company Associations—Site Is at 
John and Gold 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—A 
probability of the near future is that the 
various fire company 


strong 
insurance organ- 
will be domiciled 
structure to be 
“National Board of Fire 
Building.” The project 
has been approved by the executive com- 
mittee of the National 
had thoroughly 
subcommittee. 
will be 


izations located here 


under one roof in a new 
known as the 


Underwriters 


after it 
into by a 
Particulars of the prop- 
laid 


ship companies within the 


3oard 


been gone 


all member- 
next day or 
two. The move followed the difficul- 
ties experienced by several of the com- 
pany organizations in securing at rea- 
sonable rentals needed space for their 
future activities, and the assurance of a 
number of companies that they would 
be glad to obtain quarters for their re- 
spective needs in the structure, if such 
were to be had once the demands of the 
organizations had been met. 


Site Is at John and Gold Streets 


The site of the proposed building is 
the northwest corner of John and Gold 
streets, containing 12,000 square ieet, on 
which a 30 days option has been secured 
Its cost is to be $600,000. Tentative 
pians tor the building have been pre- 
pared by Clinton & Russell who have 
been approved by the committee as ar- 
chitects. Estimates from leading con- 
tractors and real estate managers hold 
the structure can be erected for approx- 
imately $1,150,000 and can be so oper- 
ited that the cost to company organiza- 
tions per square foot will effect a con- 
siderable saving over present figures. It 
is proposed to erect a 14 story building, 
with an area of 9,400 square feet per 
floor, the structure to be ready for oc- 
cupancy in May, 1926. 


Corporation to Be Formed 


osition before 


To take charge of the erection, oper- 
ation and ownership of the building the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters 
Building Corporation is being formed, 
its officers to be chosen from execu- 
tives of the National Board and the 
chairman of its executive committee. 
Nine members will constitute the board 
of directors. The financial plan contem- 
plates a first mortgage of $1,000,000 at 

percent, and a second mortgage of 
$250,000 at 6 percent. It also provides 
for the issuance of $6,000,000 capital 
stock in shares of $100 each, which after 
payment of all expenses, including the 
amortization of the mortgages at the 
rate of 2 percent per annum, should pre- 
luce 6 percent dividend, from comple- 
tion of the building. 

Men Behind the Project 


Stock of the 
available 
voluntary 
posers bl 


PpOTTIONINGe 


corporation is to be 
to National Board members as 
individual ubscribers: the 
reserving the right ot ap- 
stock in the event of over 
subscription to secure as broad a com- 


pany participation as possible. 


Phe commit tee recommending the 
ro‘ect is made un of H. A. Smith, pres- 
ident National Board and_ president 
National Fire: C. G. Smith president 


Great American; T. H. Anderson man- 
ager Liverpool & London & Globe; W. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 
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Special Advertising Service 


Clang! Clang! Clang! The shrill whine of a siren, 
the glare of flames, billows of smoke. Crowds. 


A fire is always well advertised. 


Fire insurance advertising can also be effectively 
done. The Advertising Department of The Home Insur- 
ance Company of New York is prepared to be of service 
to its agents in connection with their local advertising 
campaigns. 


Facilities are available for providing agents with 
advertising ‘copy for their local newspapers, specially 
prepared cuts, folders, window displays and posters. Many 
other features of special service are being performed for 
Home agents daily. If you have some particular adver- 
— problems The Home is anxious to help you solve 
them 
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MUST STUDY BUSINESS 


UPHAM’S ADVICE TO AGENTS 


Manager of Oklahoma Audit Bureau 
Cites Specific Case, in Address 
to Local Board 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—Di- 
verging somewhat from his subject, H. 
C. Upham, manager of the Oklahoma 
Audit Bureau, outlined some points of 
value to local agents, in his address be- 


fore the Associated Fire & Casualty 
Underwriters of Oklahoma City Satur- 
day. 

“We are living in a day of rapid 


change, and some of the changes in the 
insurance business are so rapid that we 
can hardly them,” he said. “It is 
SO easy to cuss them that some do not 
take time to even read, much less 
analyze them. The local agents say ‘I 


see 


can not be constantly changing forms 
for my assureds.’ Practically all the 
changes are in the interest of the as- 


sured, eliminating restrictive clauses and 
permits that often resulted in assured 
finding after a loss, that he had voided 
his contract. 


Coinsurance Case Cited 


“How many of you make a practice 
of reading the changes in the schedules 
when they are published? An agent 
last week did not know that a coinsur- 
ance clause was now being used in Ok- 


lahoma instead of a reduced rate con- 
tribution clause. 

“A case came to my attention re- 
cently where an assured stated that two 


agents advised him that there would be 
no difference in the adjustment of a loss 
under a blanket policy with the 90 per- 
cent clause attached. In discussing in- 
surance with a leading merchant of a 
certain town recently, I asked him why 


he did not have his line written with 
coinsurance. He did not know what I 
was talking about. He found that it 


was on three out of his 20 policies, put 
on by an agent without request and with 
no word of explanation to the assured. 


He only needed $5,000 additional insur- 
ance to comply with an 80 percent 
clause which he had attached to all 


policies. 
Agents Feared Loss of Line 


“Later I learned from several agents 
that this assured was dissatisfied with 
his rate and it was probable that they 
would lose the line either to mutuals 
or to outside brokers. None had tried 
to get him to make improvements, be- 
lieving him ‘too much of a bear to listen 
to reason.’ 

“Upon further inspection, I found he 
had made one change a year before 
which entitled him to a credit but he did 
not know about it. The line was scat- 
tered among a number of agencies and 
no agent took the trouble to go over his 
risk and report a change to the inspec- 
tion bureau. I got him to make im- 
provements that resulted in a material 
reduction in rate. He had the 80 per- 
cent clause attached and got the credit 
for that. He assured me that he would 
not have anything but stock company 
insurance under any circumstances and 
that he would always give his business 
to local agents.” 


Showed Insured Form to Use 


Citing another instance qualified to 
convey the idea of the functioning of 
the audit bureau Mr. Upham continued: 

“Recently I asked for a conference 
with an assured in another town in Ok- 
lahoma, who I knew was fn the mar- 
ket for insurance. Outside competition 
was strong. One agent came to us and 
we told him the kind of a cover we 
thought the assured should have; told 
him how to advise the assured: posted 
him as to both rates and form, but none 
of the line came into the office. I 
finally went to see the assured. He had 
the line up with most agents of his 
town. I fold him my position, that I 
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FIELD FOR AIR COVER 


AVIATION DANGERS LESSENED 


Major-General Patrick Tells of Present- 
Day Hazards of Air Trans- 
portation 


In an address before the Association 
of Life Insurance Presidents at its con- 
vention in New York, Major-General 
Mason M. Patrick, chief of the air serv- 
ice, said that in a comparatively short 
time air transportation will be on a par 
with other transportation insurance 
risks. He pointed out that insurance 
agents are not seeking to underwrite 
new and untried risks, but that in time 
they will be willing to grant insurance 
at regular rates on the lives of travelers 
by air as well as upon matter shipped 
by that means. 

British Practice Cited 


Major-General Patrick said that the 
British aviation insurance group will 
now insure aeroplanes against fire, theft 


and accidental damage; pilots and pas- 
sengers against injury or death; against 
injury or death to third parties, and th 
safe arrival of cargoes. It is significan 
that the insurance rates on fragile arti- 
cles, fashion goods and the like shipped 
between London and the Continent are 
much less by air than by boat and rail 
vhen all risks are included. It thei 
risks are excluded from boat and rail 
‘overage, the rates are practically the 
same. This theft hazard for shipment: 
mn Continental trains is unusually high 
vhereas it is practically negligible if the 
xoods are shipped by air. The hazard: 
vf the air are greatly lessened by the 
‘stablishment of well defined route: 
vith sufficient landing fields, as the ma 
ority of accidents occur when the mo 
or fails where the pilot can find mn 
place to land. 


had no interest in 
his business, 


any commissions on 
but wished to be of service 
to him if I could and he would allow 
me. I never mentioned the name of 
any agent or the name of any company. 
I advised 


him we could not possibly 
approve the form he had submitted to 
agents but would be pleased to draft 
him one that we could approve and 
would be better for him. He was frank 
with me and gave me all information 


desired. 
Got Lower Rate, 


‘The 


Held Business 


result was that we were able 
to figure out, under a strict compliance 
with the schedule, a lower rate than he 
had been offered from outside. We also 
gave him a better form and a line of 
several hundred thousand dollars was 
written by the local agents in the town, 
some of whom I do not know and none 
of whose names had been mentioned 

the assured or by me, in our confer- 
ence. The assured is pleased, his busi- 
ness placed at home at less cost and 
under better form than he was offered 
from outside. 


Agents Don’t Study 


“T merely tell vou of 
upon you the 

have cited 
because they did 
business and therefore 
it or if they did 
sold the idea of 
themselves. 


Business 


these instances 
fact that in all 
the agents fell 
not study their 
could not know 
know it they had not 
particular coverage to 
Furthermore, they were 
ell acquainted with their own 
who wanted to give business 

to them. Surelv they did not 
their neighbors’ needs as to 
nor how to 


“Tf agents 


to impress 
the cases I 


aown 


one too wv 
neighbors 
know 
insurance 
the business. 
will spend more 
the stydy of schedules, forms 
needs of their customers or 
customers. they will have 
time nor the inclination to throw rocks 
at the inspection or audit , bureaus, or 
the managers and special agents whose 
companies they represent.” 


pronerly write 
time in 
and the 
prospective 
neither the 


OIL MEETING IS ‘HELD 


REELECT THE OLD OFFICERS 


Manager H. M. Carmichael Submits His 
Annual Report Showing Conditions 
Prevailing in the Industry 


All of the old officers were re-elected 
at the annual meeting of the Oil Insur- 


ance Association held in Chicago on 
Wednesday of this week. John C. 
Harding of the Springfield, thus con- 


tinues as president, C. A. Ludlum of 
the Home and Waite Bliven of the Fire- 
men’s of Newark are re-elected vice- 
presidents and John M. Thomas of the 
Aetna, continues as secretary-treasurer 
During the vear the National Union and 
the Atlas resigned their memberships 
in the association and the National Se- 
curity, California, Patriotic, World F. & 
M. Royal Exchange and Providence 
Washington joined the organization. 
Applications of a number of other com- 








JOHN C, 
Re-elected 


HARDING 


President Oil 
Association 


Insurance 


panies are on file. The association now 


consists of 70 of the leading fire com- 
panies. 
Carmichael’s Annual Report 
At the annual gathering H. M. Car- 


michael, manager of the association, made 
his annual report. He stated that con- 
ditions in the oil business have been very 
unsatisfactory and unsettled during the 
past year. About the middle of the 
year there was a great reduction in the 
demand for oil with the result that large 
quantities were stored without being 
moved for a number of months. In fact, 
all operations generally were shut down. 
This curtailing of the industry naturally 
reflected itself in the premium receipts 
of the Oil Insurance Association which 
were smaller this year than previously, 
although the loss ratio was satisfactory. 

Keen Competition 


1924 Oil 


Is Seen 


During the Association put 


into effect the bordereau plan of report- 
ing which has proven satisfactory and 
materially assisted in the prompter pay- 
ing of losses. There was this year as 


usual keen competition in the writing oi 
oil business between the brokers seeking 
to capture the large lines. The Oil As- 
sociation is now rating in 14 states 
entered Colorado during the 


ope 
having 
year. 
Members of the Oil 
lo not anticipate 
favorable 


[Insurance Asso 
that this year’s 
ratio 


ciation ¢ 


loss 





present will con 
tinue. When there is more activity in 
the oil industry it is anticipated that the 
loss ratio will mount, as at that time 
there will be more manufacturing haz 
ards contributing to the upward trend 
of the loss record. 
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PIEPER MADE U. S. MANAGER 


Takes Over Abeille and Union of Paris 
as Starkweather & Shepley Retire 
From That Field 


PROVIDENCE, R. I., Dec. 16 


Announcement is made of the retire- 
ment of the internationally known firm 
of Starkweather & Shepley from the 


general agency business to devote its 


time entirely to local agency and bro- 
kerage business. 
E. G. Piever. president of the Rhode 


Island and the Merchants of Providence, 
resigns as vice-president of Stark- 
weather & Shepley and as underwriting 
manager of the general agency business, 
and becomes United States manager of 
the Union and Abeille of Paris. the 
management of which has been resigned 
by Starkweather & Shepley. Mr. Pieper 
will take charge of the affairs of the 
two French companies in conection with 
the two Rhode Island companies. 
Will Still Represent Companies 


Starkweather & Shepley will continue 
to represent one or more of the above 


named companies in each of their local 
agencies in Providence, Boston and 
Chicago. John F. Huntsman, Jr., presi- 
dent of Starkweather & Shepley, will 
continue to give his personal attenticn 
to the brokerage business at the Nev 
York office and general supervision of 


ihe local agency and brokerage business 
in the three other offices 

Starkweather & Shepley went into the 
general agency business about 25 years 


ago and secured the representation of 
some 14 foreign companies for excess 
line business in order to handle their 
brokerage business. They also organ- 
ized and operated the New England 
'loyds. The Rhode Island was organ- 
‘zed in 1907, and reinsured the New 
England Lloyds. Later four French 


companies they had represented entered 
the United States for agency business 
under their management. Two of them, 
the Nationale and Phenix of Paris, re- 
tired last June. 

The changes have been brought about 


particularly because of the recent death 
of Col. George L. Shepley, who was 
chiefly interested in the general agency 


business. 


To Confer on Legislation 
On the suggestion of Insurance Com- 


missioner Hyde of Missouri, a commit- 
tee of the Missouri Association of Insur- 


ance Agents has been appointed by 
President Fred H. Phillips for conter- 
ences on legislation during the ap- 
proaching session The group named 
consists of George Oppenheimer, Kan- 
sas City; T. L. Farrington, St. Louis; 


E. W. Phillips. 
inson, Poplar Bluff; 
Louis; R. L. <*> Kansas City: 
Lewis S. Stubbs, St. Joseph. The first 
meeting of the Fad will be held early 
in January. 


PROPOSE A STRUCTURE 
IN NEW YORK CITY 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 


E. Mallalieu general manager National 
Board, and Wilfred Kurth, chairman ex- 
ecutive committee National Board and 
vice president Home. 

In addition to the National Board the 
company organizations it is proposed 
to house in the intended structure, 1n- 
clude: The New York Fire Insurance 
Rating Organization; New York Fire 
Insurance Exchange and the New York 
Board of Fire Underwriters, whose com- 
bined office requirements now call for 
60,000 square feet of space. Later it is 
likely accommodations would be found 
for the Eastern Union, National Auto- 
mobile Underwriters Conference, and 
kindred bodies. 


Springfield; E. M. Rob- 
Paul W. Terry, 5t. 





Decen 
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7 HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
2, | HARTFORD, CONN. 
ws | J. CLYDE PORT INSURANCE AGENCY 
Ss, HUNTINGDON. PA. 
of 
le 
d | 
- July 26, 1923 
1e 
i 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 
ie i 4 
e } Attention: Advertising Department. 
a 
d | Gentlemen: HROUGH the courtesy of the 
il RE: No. 2366-J.A-Weller I J. Clyde Port Insurance Agency 
me | this letter taken from the files 
\ | 1“ An a. Ryo me ee — for = . of the Hartford Fire Insurance 
policy and wo say S premium co ' ' 
. directly credited to your ad which offers the Company—is reproduced on this 
farmers a free copy of your inventory book called page. 
"My Property” and you may rest assured that your 
- assistance is appreciated. 
i Very truly yours, 
ir J. CLYDE PORT INSURANCE AGENCY 
By 
d 
‘ @. 
h 
d 
l, 
t 
h 
d 
= ¢ 
DVERTISING that increases an agent’s business shows actual sales strength as weil as careful 
preparation. The Hartiord Fire Insurance Company offers its representatives many varied 
forms of advertising, planned to reach prospects in particular fields. Selling to the farmer is often 
regarded as a hard problem, but the letter shown above proves that the Hartford advertising, planned 
? to reach farm prospects, brings in business to the local agent. 
| This is but one phase of the valuable service offered to Hartford agents by this Company. 
A Seal of Certainty « 
ay Hartford Fire Insurance Company 
Insurance Policy 
Hartford, Connecticut 
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PROVIDENCE W ASHINGTON 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Capital $2,000,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, $5,171,660.05 





Fire, Tornado, Marine, Transportation, Parcel Post, Tourists’ 
Floaters, Sprinkler Leakage, Riot, and Civil Commotion 
Automobiles, against Fire, Theft and Collision 





VIRGINIA FIRE AND MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


ORGANIZED 1832 


Capital $500,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, $1,603,162.36 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO, ILL. 


Insurance Exchange 


FRED W. RANSOM 


Asst. Manager Supt. of Agents 
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|| INTEREST IN SUCCESSOR 


BECOME RADICAL 


BODY MAY 


Insurance Men Watching Course That 
American Federation of Labor 
Takes in Securing President 
NEW YORK, 
ing of the 
America here 


Dec. 17. 
Insurance 
last week, 


-At the meet- 
Federation of 
Representative 


Clarence L. Underhill of Massachusetts 
in Congress in talking about the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor promoting a 
life insurance company made some gen- 
eral observations on that organization, 
and in this connection stated that so 
long as Samuel Gompers was at the 
head of the Federation of Labor, the 


so-called radical element would not have 
a free hand. At that time, Mr. Gompers’ 
illness had not developed. Congressman 
Underhill stated that Mr. Gompers had 
been forced to yield to some extent to 
the radical element, but that he followed 
as conservative a program as he dared. 
Champions Government Ownership 


Congressman Underhill said that there 
was no proposition that came before 
Congress or a state legislature in which 
government ownership was_ involved, 
but that Mr. Gompers and his cohorts 
championed the movement. In other 
words, the American Federation of La- 
bor is in favor of the extension of gov- 
ernment activities to private enterprises. 
In Mr. Underhill’s opinion the American 
Federation of Labor will branch out 
into other lines of insurance and organ- 


December 18, 1994 
tion as to his successor is a Very vital 
one. If a radical is chosen the American 


Federation of Labor will be much more 
militant in championing workmen's 
compensation monopolistic bills, govern. 
ment ownership enterprises, etc. Charles 
F. Nesbit, former superintendent of in- 
surance for the District of Columbia, 
is the insurance adviser for the Amerj- 
can Federation of Labor. In a recent 
issue of the “Federationist,” the official 
organ of the American Federation, the 
plan to establish insurance companies of 
all kinds is presented. Mr. Ne sbit's 
views are given to show that the offices, 
clerks and all employes of the Federa- 
tion can be used for insurance purposes, 


MILLER GOES TO LANSING 

Assistant Seestenee “of the Hawkeye 

Securities Joins Old Colony and 
Boston Western Office 


H. K. Miller 


assistant secretary of 
the Hawkeve Securities Fire of Des 
Moines, has resigned and will be con- 
nected with the western department of 
the Boston and Old Colony at Lansing, 
in the underwriting end. Mr. Miller 
was formerly connected with the old 
Hawkeye of Des Moines and later be- 
came one of the chief examiners in 
the western office of the Liverpool & 
London & Globe at Chicago. He spent 
three years there and then returned to 
Des Moines to take his present posi- 
tion. He is regarded as a first class 


underwriter. 
Endorse Milwaukee Resolution 
Florence, 











Are Your Furs Protected ? 


Loss of Furs by Hold-up is included under 
policies issued by A.F. SHAW & COMPANY. 
Losses by Fire. Burglary. Theft and all other 
risks except wear and tear and depreciation 
are also covered ~ at all times and places. 


A.F. SHAW & COMPANY- INSURANCE 


Insurance Exchange Chicago 














se nd nn oa ratege all Ala., and Columbia, Tenn, 
ize O her classes oO! insurance companies local boards have fallen into line in 
if it finds that the life company project | endorsing the Milwaukee resolution of 
1s a success. ® the National Association of Insurance 
With Mr. Gompers’ death the ques- | Agents. 
: The Springfield Fire & Marine is hav- Casualty companies and general agents 
ing the Sentinel Fire incorported to act | are unable to agree on modification of 
as its running mate. acquisition cost rules and now put up the 
x * * matter to Superintendent Beha of New 
York. 
The Western Union at special meeting * * * 
approves plan submitted by St. Louis ' ; ’ 
agents to govern that city. The Workmen’s Compensation Pub- 
~ 3 if . . 
* *« * licity Bureau has issued its annual re- 
; , port on legislative and congressional 
Insurance men are interested in the | bills affecting casualty and surety inter- 
course the American Federation of Labor | ests, introduced in 1924, 
will take in securing a successor to the *x* * * 
late President Samuel Gompers. ™ 


* * * 


| mended 


| agency 


The annual meeting of the Eastern 
Union was held in New York last week. 
ee 
Insurance men change their attitude 
toward compulsory automobile insurance 

laws. 
* * * 

W. L. Case, well known civil engineer, 
has been elected vice-president of the 
Independence Indemnity. 

*x* * * 

Submission of evidence in Kansas | 
separation case is concluded. No deci- 
sion likely before Feb. 

West Virginia insurance men antici- 


pate some 


hostile bills in the legislature 
in the 


forthcoming session. 

* * : 
has been appointed by the 
Commissioners Convention to 


A committee 
Insurance 


investigate newspaper accident and 
health policies. 
*k * 
Minnesota insurance men carry fight 


into court to 
Association 
Wisconsin 


prevent State 
from closing 
mutual. 
co 


Automobile 
contract with 
Directors of National Union Fire of 
Pittsburgh have decided to issue 5000 
shares of new stock to increase the capi- 
tal from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000. 
* Kk 
Allison Burton Roome, assistant secre- 
tary of the Westchester, has been elected 
vice-president and underwriter of the In- 
dependence Fire of Philadelphia. 
* Kk ok 


The National 
Compensation 
ploy 
rate 


Council on Workmen’s 
Insurance decides to em- 
local attorneys when it seeks to get 
increases in various states. 


insurance committee 
surance Commissioners 
meet in New York 
and March 20 to take 


The fire of the In- 
Convention will 
between March 15 
up disputed points. 


Decision 
Convention to meet 
year cuts out the 
many insurance 
Astor in New 


of Insurance Commissioners 
at Miami, Fa., next 

annual custom of so 

gatherings at the Hotel 

York early in December. 
+ *¢ = 


Special New Jersey commission which 
has been studying the question of com- 
pulsory automobile liability insurance 
concludes its work and announces tenta- 
tive program of legislation to be recom- 


* * * 


Starkweather & Shepley leave general 
field to devote their entire time 
agency and brokerage business. 
E. G. Pieper, president of Rhode Island 
and Merchants, becomes United States 
manager of Abeille and Union of Paris 
ee. S 
Acquisition cost rules 
and burglary insurance 
being openly violated. 
*x * a 


Childs is elected president of | 


to local 


on plate glass 
in Chicago are 


pee 
the Kansas City Agents Association. 
* * * 


C. Sherman of the Illinois 
Insurance Agents ad- 
regional meeting at East 5t 


President R. 
Association of 
dresses a 
Louis, Ill. 

ee + 


Conference to be held this week be- 





tween Southeastern Underwriters Asse: 
ciation and outside companies on * 
per cent flat commission plan. 

se « ¢ 

Plan to have National Board building 
in New York to house insurance organ 
zations. 

*x* * * 

Some changes made in hail insurance 
practice by the Western Hail & Adjust- 
ment Insurance Association. 

* * x 

Annual meeting of the Oil Insurance 

Association is held 
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Current Advertisement \ 7 
appearing in the 


Saturday Evening Post 


Century | 
Review of Reviews 
World's Work! 
Atlantic Monthly l 
Scribners | 
Harpers 


(' de record of which Americans a 
A 


@ cannot be proud ij 
5A)) 





lumen non uM | 
GEOGR APH 
MAC, AZINE 

















With this advertisement in the leading magazines, the Insurance 
Company of North America completes another year of national adver- 
tising in the interests of its agents. 


As a plea for Fire Prevention, this 1924 series has created wide- 
spread comment and interest. It has quickened public consciousness 
of the ever-present fire danger and has encouraged consultation with 
the responsible insurance agent on preventive measures and property 
protection. 


National advertising, as an important part of the North America 
policy of agency cooperation, will be continued and amplified in 1925. 
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Indemnity Insurance Company of North America 
write practically every form of imsurance except life 
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djust- 
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Cc. R. STREET, Vice-President 








New Quarters 


The mighty Straus Building, at the cor- 
ner of Jackson and Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago’s newest and finest office building, 
will be the future home of the Great 
American Insurance Company and its 
allied companies. 


We just moved in last week, and are 
occupying the entire thirteenth floor. 
We are the first insurance company to 
enter this building, and you are invited 
to come in and see us in our new quar- 
ters at any time. 


This move is just an integral part in 
the carrying out of our service ideals. 
We will be better equipped to serve our 
agents than ever before. 


Great American 


Jnsurance Company 


om, SewPork OX 


Compan 
INCORPORATED - 1872 — 


Choose 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


W. L. LERCH, Manager 


13th Fleor—Straus Bldg. 
Chicago, III. 


MARINE DEPARTMENT 


NEW YORK—Wm. H. McGee & Co., General Agents, 15 William Street 
SAN FRANCISCO—George L. West, Manager, 220 Sansome Street 
CHICAGO—Wm. H. McGee & Co., Gen’! Agts., Insurance Exchange Bldg. 




















'SOME CHANGES MADE > 


IN HAIL PRACTICE 


Annual Meeting of the Western 


Hail & Adjustment Associa- 
tion Was Held 


ADOPT NEW POLICY FORM 


Walter D. Williams of the Security of 
Connecticut Has Been Reelected 
President of the Organization 


No drastic action of any kind was 


| taken at the annual meeting of the 


Western Hail & Adjustment Associa- 
tion which was held in Chicago this 
week. All of last year’s officers were 


| reelected. Walter D. Williams of the 


Security of Connecticut was again made 


| president; George H. Bell of the Na- 


tional of Hartford was reelected vice- 
president and William H. Lininger of 
the Springfield remains as_ secretary- 
treasurer. The entire executive commit- 
tee was also reelected, the personnel 
being Waite Bliven, Firemen’s of New 
ark; E. E. Cole, National Union; A. G. 
Dugan, Hartford; John H._ Griffin, 
Northwestern F. & M.; Fred M. Gund, 
Crum & Forster; W. L. Lerch, Great 
American; C. A. Ludlum, Home of New 
York, and C. N. Gorham, American of 
Newark. 


Few Rate Changes Made 
With only a few changes the report 


| originally prepared by the advisory com- 


mittee and subsequently approved by 
the executive committee of the Hail 
Association was adopted by the body as 
a whole. No important rate changes 
were made. Some of the rates in Ne- 
braska and Wyoming were, however, 
revised. They will be published next 
week. 

It was decided to put a cooperative 
loss adjustment bureau in the field to 
handle losses in Nebraska. If the or- 
ganization proves successful it will un- 
doubtedly be extended to other states 
next year. There are many members 


| of the Hail Association who feel that 


there should be a cooperative loss ad- 
justment bureau to handle the losses of 
all of the hail companies in the organi- 
zation. Such an adjustment bureau 
operated some few years ago in con- 
junction with the Western Adjustment. 
Now that the plan is no longer in ex- 
istence the ill effects of competitive loss 
adjustments are felt. 
New Policy Form Adopted 


No changes in commissions were 
made for this year. A new policy form 
was adopted. This contract was pre- 
pared for the purpose of bringing uni- 
formity into the writing of hail business. 
It will undoubtedly also be adopted by 
the eastern and southeastern associa- 
tions as well as the Pacific Coast Hail 
Association. The principal change in 
connection with the new policy is that 
it contains in the policy contract itself 
all the various forms, endorsements and 
riders that were formerly attached to 
the policy. Under the terms of the new 
contract, hail companies are not liable 
for corn losses, unless it can be proven 
by the assured that the corn at the time 
of the loss had formed the second joint 
above the ground. 


Check Made on Claimants 


This year there will be a careful check 
made of suspicious undesirable claim- 
ants. For years many unscrupulous 
farmers have been collecting hail losses 
from the company every season. They 
have been able to get hail insurance by 
one subterfuge or other. This year a 
careful check of these repeaters will be 





kept, through which the statistical de- 
partment of the Hail Association will 
make a strong effort to put the hail 
writing business on a profitable basis, 
Charles Kleinfelter will continue the 
work for the Hail Association that he 
carried on during the past year, engag- 
ing more generally in statistical work. 





CHILDS IS MADE PRESIDENT 





Annual Meeting of the Kansas City Lo. 
cal Agents Association Is Held— 
Oppenheimer Retires 





KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 17.—New 
officers for the Kansas City Insurance 
Agents Association were elected at the 
annual meeting. F. C. Childs, operating 
an agency under his own name, was 
elected president, being advanced from 
the vice-presidency in which he served 
two years. James Sydnor of the R. B. 
Jones & Sons Agency was elected vice- 
president and Fred Griffith of W. B. 
Johnson & Co. treasurer. Franklin D. 
Glore was reelected secretary. George 
Oppenheimer, who has completed three 
vears as president, was asked to take 
the office for another vear in view of 
his close familiarity with many pending 
matters and in view of the turmoil of 
conditions under which continuance of 
official personnel seemed desirable. He 
declined, however, suggesting that the 
sacrifices of three years warranted his 
now giving more attention to his own 
business. Mr. Oppenheimer continues, 
however, on several hang over commit- 
tees on which he was specifically named. 

Mr. Childs with ability and from 
contact with the work through two of 
the three years of Mr. Oppenheimer’s 
incumbency is considered ready to take 
over the heavv burden. In accepting the 
office Mr. Childs made a strong talk 
promising that his first effort would be 
made towards complete elimination of 
unethical competition between members 
of the association. 


Policy Canceled, Wife Gets Judgment 


WINNIPEG. MAN., Dec. 16—In a case 
which recently went to the courts, a 
judgment for $4,000 was awarded to the 
plaintiff. It appears that the plaintiff, 
who was a married woman, had taken 
out a policy with a fire company on her 
house and contents for the sum of $4,000. 
A fire occurred destroying her property 
It was then found that her husband had 
cancelled the policy previously without 
her consent, taken out a new one for 
$9,000 in his own name and that the in- 
surance company had paid him a claim 
of $8,530, after which he had gone to the 
United States. The cancellation of the 
wife’s policy had been effected without 
the wife’s consent and the husband had 
signed her name to the cancellation. The 
company claimed that the wife must have 
had some knowledge of this, as she had 
not put in any claim for her loss until 
after two and a half months after the 
fire. The judge, however, held that the 
wife had no knowledge of the state of 
affairs and gave judgment in her favor 
for $4,000. 


Discuss Oregon Legislation 

PORTLAND, ORE., Dec. 17.—The legis- 
lative committee of the Fire Insurance 
Exchange of Portland in recent sessions 
has discussed legislation which will 
likely be sponsored by insurance inter- 
ests next month when the Oregon legis- 
lature convenes. The nature of its recom- 
mendations will not be announced until 
a later date. 

As far as known at present, no hostile 
legislation has been planned to date. 


Oregon November Losses 

PORTLAND, ORE., Dec, 17.—Fire 
losses in Oregon, exclusive of Portland, 
for November totaled $168,450, according 
to the monthly report of Will Moore, 
state insurance commissioner. A $50,000 
loss in the destruction of a sawmill at 
Harris was the heaviest loss. An apple 
warehouse at Hood River, on which the 
loss was $30,000, was second. 


H. V. Davis of H. V. Davis & Co. 
local agents of Louisville, has been 
nominated as a director of the Louisville 
Board of Trade. 
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Two striking views of the conflagration in Jersey City, 
N. J., on November 14, in which the losses amounted to 
over a million dollars. The remarkable air view was 
e e Ons made at the height of the fire. 


‘Fire Proof” is no excuse for inadequate insurance. This 
has been proven time and again by the charred and tottering 
skeleton of what had been “Modern Fire Proof Buildings.” For 
Conflagration plays no favorites. “Fire Proof” means little when 
exposed to the super-heated gases generated by a surrounding 
inferno. 


Preach adequate insurance protection. Remember how the 
Co-Insurance Clause will affect a partial loss if your client is 
under-insured. 


AMERICAN EAGLE 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


EIGHTY MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK.N.Y. 


CASH CAPITAL 
ONE MILLION DOLLARS 


ERNEST STURM © PAUL L. HAID 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 


NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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The Spectre of 


Cold Ashes 


Cold grey ashes. Charred timbers. 


All that remains of a magnificent home, 
insurance 
It’s just another loss to be 


ful 
common 


factory. To you as an 
occurrence. 


adjusted in the best possible way. 


To your client it is a tremendous | 
smoke. 


insurance or not. Do you know? 







Scattered bricks. 


slow. 


agent 


it 


is 


or wonder- 


a 


His efforts, 
his love, possibly his labor of a life-time gone up in 


He doesn’t know whether he had enough 
Does anybody ? 


And into your mind comes this thought—“I should 
have insisted on a Lloyd-Thomas *Appraisal. 


me, 


3elieve 


I’ll never insure another big risk without one. 


For if I am going to become a leading agent, my 
protection 


will have to know that 


complete.” 


client 





my 


The [loyd-lhomas Co. 





RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 


4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 








= i 
~(CQPPRAISERS (J ENGINEERS >= 


* “WHAT 18 AN APPRAISAL ?—It ts 


to replace 
determined and the sound insurable value is given. 


7 AD VANTAGES—ist—It discovers insurable values that have long been 
off the books through 


and the 
ance protection. 


is 


120 Broadway, New York 


a& complete classified inventory of insurable 
of property is 
depreciation is 


for in nearly every instance it calls for additional insurance.” 
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GEORGE A. MORIN 


JAMES A. BLAINEY 
Prestdent Managing Underwriter Fire Department Vice-Pres. and Secy. 


mit HAMPTON ROADS 


FIRE «» MARINE 
Insurance Company 


NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 





Lloyd H. Smith & Co., Cook County Agents 
1405 Imsurance Exchange, Chicage 
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| hazard may 
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SEES NEW STRIKE COMPANY assureds have had_ sprinkler heads 
In the pardoning of Robert R.| knocked off or piping injured so that 
Brindell, the convicted millionaire labor | the stock would be wet down. This is 
boss, by the state board of pardons a/| Particularly true with classes of mer. 
day or two ago Samuel Untermyer,| Chandise that are peculiarly susceptible 


who conducted the prosecution that re- 
sulted in Brindell’s conviction, sees a 
return to former conditions in the field 
ot organized labor. Mr. Untermyer as- 
serts that “the rumor has gone forth 
that, upon his release, Brindell proposes 
to convert into reality his dream of 
furnishing strike insurance, which was 
the form of blackmail for which he was 
punished, by connecting himself with an 
insurance company which will guarantee 
against strikes and _ their financial 
losses.” 

Strike insurance has not yet reached 
a condition where any established cor- 
poration would undertake to supply it, 
and if there is any basis for Mr. Unter- 
myer’s story, it doubtless is that a com- 
pany will be formed to handle the line 
exclusively. Three years ago an attempt 
was made at Baltimore to promote a 
mutual company to indemnify manu- 
facturers against loss occasioned by 
strikes, and although the effort failed to 
develop a story is current that the 
scheme has been revived. 

* 


* 


WILL APPOINT NO SUCCESSOR 


It is not intended by the management 
of the Westchester Fire to appoint a 
successor to Allison B. Roome, who re- 
cently resigned as assistant secretary 
of the company to assume the vice pres- 
idency of the Independence Fire of 
Philadelphia. The work hitherto under 
his direction has been distributed among 
the other executives and _ divisional 
heads of the office. 

st 2 


RAIN COVER FOR ECLIPSE 


If the various universities of the coun- 
try that plan se curing, or trying to get, 
views of the eclipse of the sun from the 
Van Vleck Observatory at Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn., on Jan. 
24, take out rain insurance to cover their 
necessary expenses, as report has it they 
probably will, the business will have to 
upon a standard form. The 
laws of the different states forbid the 
issuance of as broad a cover as was 
granted for a like effort at Durango, 
Mexico, last year. The latter policy not 
only agreed to indemnify for loss suf- 
fered through rain or snow, but for the 
presence of mists, clouds or anything 
else that might interfere with visibility. 
The effort of the astronomers at Dur- 
ango was only partly successful, several 
of the photo plates being valueless. It 
is reported that the insurance company 
assuming the risk paid close to $2,000 
under its policy. 


COMMERCE TO INCREASE CAPITAL 

The stockholders of the Commerce 
of Glens Falls will increase its capital 
from $400,006 to $500,000 by the issuance 
of $100,000 new capital to be sold at 
twice par, thus adding $100,000 to the 
surplus. The Commerce as is known, 
is owned by the Glens Falls. 
went under the wing of the Glens Falls 
it has branched out considerably and 
the extra funds will enable it to become 
a greater factor. 

x 4 2 

SPRINKLER LEAKAGE LOSS RATIO 

Almost all companies writing sprink- 
ler leakage insurance find that this year 
has been a very unprofitable one. Some 
companies have had a review of all their 
business in force thinking that moral 
moral hazard 


with it. However, 


Since it | 


| Palache, 


have had something to do | 
does | 


not seem to have entered into the influ- | 


ences causing these severe losses. The 
losses, 
natural causes. While 
seem that moral hazard would not create 
much of a figure in sprinkler leakage 
insurance owing to the fact that the 
insurance to value is small there have 


| been some cases where it is known that 


so far as can be ascertained, come | 
it would | 


to water damage. In some losses, jt 
has been found that slow moving stocks 
have been purposely wet down and put 
with the damaged goods. 
* * 
STUDY APPAREL RISKS 

Local underwriters of New York are 
again giving their attention to the fire 
loss experience in apparel contractors’ 
risks and at a meeting last week the 
general consensus of opinion expressed 
was that the situation is slightly better 
now than it has been in recent months, 
Secretary Allen E. Clough of the com- 
mittee on losses and adjustments has 
issued a bulletin showing that since the 
committee took over the handling of all 


losses of this class of risks, April 18, 
1923, up to Dec. 1, 1924, it has disposed 
of 1,607 claims. Of these, 176 were 


marked off, 188 no claims were made, 2 
claims were defeated and 1,241 involving 
an aggregate loss of $1,848,270, had been 
adjusted. At the time the report was 
made there were 234 outstanding claims 
still under adjustment or investigation. 


STUDYING QUESTION OF EXPENSE 

United States managers and company 
officials in general have been reviewing 
their expense items during the year, 
comparing the ratio in different depart- 
ments with previous years, and also with 
other companies so far as possible. Re- 
gardless of all that companies have 
done, the expense ratio has increased. 
This is perfectly natural. Salaries have 
had to be advanced. The expenses of 
bureaus and company organizations 
which are essential to the business have 
increased. Taxes and state expense 
have increased. In going up and down 
the line, in using a fine tooth comb, in 
making every possible economy, com- 
panies find themselves at bed rock. If 
they cut down further it means a loss 
in_ efficiency. Officials declare that if 
efficiency is greatly reduced the loss ra- 
tio will mount up. Most companies 
show a decrease in premiums for 1924 
and this naturally increases the expense 
ratio. Head offices of foreign com- 
panies have had the subject up with 
their managers on this side, taking up 
each general department of expense, in 
order to see whether it were possible to 
bring about any reduction. 

* 


EASTERN U NION MEETS 


The Eastern Union held its annual 
meeting at its headquarters in New 
York last Thursday with a record at- 


tendance. President Palache presided. 
Among those present were: John Mar- 
shall, Jr., vice-president of the Firemen’s 
Fund: W. A. Chapman, western man- 
ager of the same company, and E. G. 
Richards, former manager of the North 
British & Mercantile. Full reports were 
made by the chairmen of the standing 
and special committees and Frederick 
B. Kelham, vice-president of the Amer- 
ican & Foreign of New York, was 
unanimously elected a member. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Whitney 
manager Commercial Union; 
Ralph B. Ives, president 
of the Aetna: treasurer, B. M. Pulver, 
vice-president Niagara Fire; secretary, 
Ralph G. Potter. 

* * * 

FIRE LOSSES CONTINUE HEAVY 

The increase in fire losses which was 
apparent in November showed no abate- 
ment so far this month and the report 
for the first week of December indicates 
that another disastrous month may_be 
recorded this month. During the first 
week, fire losses totaled very nearly 


vice- president, 


| $10,000,000, compared with only slightly 


over $5,000,000 in the same week of 
1923. The total for 1924 cannot, of 
course, pass the total of the past two 
years, as the first 11 months of this year 
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Insurance Is As Old As The Sun 


Keep Your Face Toward The Sun and The Shadows Will Fall Behind You 


UN INSURANCE OFFICE 


of London 


Established 1710—The Oldest Fire Insurance Company in the World 


The SUN of London, 
established in 1710, (the 
oldest insurance com- 
pany in the world) 
etands out as one of 


The Patriotic Insurance 
Co. of America, estab- 
lished January 1, 1923, 
is growing lustily and 
is entirely at the serv- 


the world’s greatest in- 


ogee ice of our agents. 
stitutions. 





The Sun Indemnity Company of New 
York, Organized Jan. 1, 1923, Capital 
Stock, $600,000.00, Surplus $401,931.00. 


The SUN sign in any agency proclaims the simple promise of Liberality 
and Dependability. For 214 years business men of every civilized Nation 
upon earth have done business with The SUN OF LONDON and 
during that long period of time it has always completed its 
every transaction creditably and honorably with ever the 
interest of policyholder and agent at heart— 
since 1710 


FIRE EXPLOSION LEASEHOLD TOURIST FLOATER MERCHANDISE IN TRAN- 
LIGHTNING RIOT & CIVIL COMMO- spRINKLER LEAKAGE SALESMEN’S FLOATER SIT, 
WINDSTORM _, J !ON INLAND MARINE YACHT & MOTOR BOAT via Truck, Rail or Steamer 


AUTOMOBILE oan hs faa yoy venue PUBLIC LIABILITY (Annual or Trip Policies) 


AUTOMOBILE FULL COVERAGE "Sits ics's SUN 'NSURANGE OFBICE ood 


Sun Indemnity Company 
55 Fifth Ave, New York 
Edward C. Lunt, President 





Western Department Pacific Coast Dept. 
Wrigley Building, Chicago San Francisco, Cal. 
John F. Stafford, Manager Carl A. Henry, General Agent 


United States Branch 
5S Fifth Ave, New York 
Preston T. Kelsey, U. S. Manager 
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showed an improvement of $30,000,000 
over the same period of 1923. How- 
ever, this lead will very likely be heavily 
cut down, if the losses continue during 
the balance of December. As there have 


been some 
the last 


very serious fires during 
week, the estimate for the 
second week of December may very 
closely follow that of the first week of 
the month. 





| oA AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 




















LOSS RATIO IN THE WEST 

The loss ratio on all classes of busi- 
ness in Western Union territory so far 
this year will average about 55 percent. 
In other sections of the territory the 
ratio varies. In the west the hail and 
tornado losses have been severe so that 
it has increased the loss ratios for com- 


panies writing those classes. The 
straight fire business has been fairly 
good. Almost all companies will make 


a nice profit on automobile business this 
year. If there is no big fire before the 
end of the year companies will break 
even on the year’s business and some 
will have fair profits. Premiums are off 
somewhat throughout Western Union 
territory. * * * 
CHICAGO SAFETY MEETING 

The National Safety Council has ar- 

ranged a conference for members of the 


executive committee and officers of the 
National Safety Council and the Amer- 
ican Society of Safety Engineers, to be 
held in Chicago, Jan. 19. The Hotel 


La Salle will be conference he: adquarte rs 
and the meeting will take the entire day, 
closing with a dinner in the evening, at 
which three phases of safety work will 








| “OPPORTUNITIES” | 


In this column appear Insurance 
Wants and Opportunities. They are 
read by thousands of interested in- 
surance men. You will find that 
these “Want Ads” are real result 
getters. $5.00 is the cost of one 
l-inch insertion. 

The National Underwriter 
Chicago, Illinois 











OFFICE MANAGER 
Wanted-—Experienced Fire and Casualty mai 
to serve in capacity of office manager. Must 
be able to handle help and customers. Op- 
portunity for an intelligent, clean-cut man 


to grow with a live brokerage office in 
Chicago. 
Address L-30, 
: Care The National Underwriter 








TO BROKERS 


We have an unusually attractive 
proposition available to several 
brokers who wish to connect 
with an established general 
‘agency in Chicago writing all 
lines. Replies in strict confi- 
dence.—Address L-12, care the 
National Underwriter, 











PARTNERSHIP 


Successful official of large Corporation, 
good executive and business. getter, 
wishes to enter business on his own ac- 
count and would like to buy a partner 
ship in a_ well established insurance 
agency; prefers live manufacturing town 
In middle west. Has broad and extensive 
experience, including foreign, which may 
secure new lines, and is accustomed to 
deal with business men of all classes and 
importance. 

Address L-31, 

National 


Care The Underwriter. 








SALES MANAGER WANTED 
An Illinois company has a splendid oppor- 
tunity for right man who has the gg oe 
tion of handling and training salesmen. State 
reference and experier All replies will be 
held in strict osaiidien nce. 
Address L-32, 


Care The National Underwriter. 











be discussed. The morning session will 
be devoted to fire protection, with J. I. 
Banash, 
chairman. E. J. Smith of the Under- 
writers Laboratories will speak on “Use 
and Characteristics of Small Hand Fire 
Extinguishers.” The theme of his talk 
will be first aid fire protection. Mr. 
Hendricks will speak on “Use and Char- 
acteristics of Industrial Chemical En- 
gines.” A talk on “When a Fire Starts” 
will be given by Mr. Manning and 
Richard E. Vernor of the Western Ac- 
tuarial Bureau will speak on “Safety to 
Life.” 

The afternoon session will be devoted 
to accident prevention and_ general 
safety work. A representative of the 
Illinois department of labor and indus- 
try will speak on “How the Illinois De- 
partment of Labor and Industry and the 
Industries of the State Can Cooperate in 
Accident Prevention.” The subject will 
be introduced by W. E. Worth of the 


International Harvester, who will be 
chairman of the afternoon session. A 
symposium on safety hints, safety equip- 


ment and educational stunts will follow, 
with five minute discussions and demon- 
strations by representatives of a number 
of the largest employing organizations in 


the middle west. E. M. Muldoon of the 
North Shore Electric Company will 
speak on “The Dollar Side of Safety.” 
At the dinner in the evening, George 
Hodge of the International Harvester 
will be toastmaster. The program will 
cover three phases of safety work and 


the industrial safety speaker will be A. 
H. Young of New York, the public 
safety speaker to be announced later. 
James Herron of Chicago will speak on 
“Building Men for Safety.” 


Chicago consulting engineer, as | 
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BALANCES ARE TIGHT 


Companies report agency balances 
quite difficult to collect this year. There 
is the usual crop of delinquents and the 
number has been augmented to some 


extent. There are more _ protested 
checks than usual. Companies say that 
frequently an agent will give a field 


man a check for what is due and then 
write the company asking that the check 


| be not deposited until a later date. In 


most of the cases the agents have col- 
lected the premiums and are depending 
on more recent collections to pay old 
balances. 
es 
ST. LOUIS PLAN APPROVED 

The Western Union held a_ special 

meeting in Chicago Monday to consider 


the plan advocated by the St. Louis 
local agents to govern that city as to 
commissions and general practices. The 


report had been mailed to the members, 
so there 


was little to do but vote on 
it. The plan was adopted, President 
John C. Harding was in the chair. Some 
of the eastern offices were represented, 
W. L. Maillot of the Phoenix Assurance, 
R. F. Barbour of the North British, R. 
R. Stone of the Automobile, E. T. Tan- 


ner of the New York Underwriters, 
John H. Sg at London Assurance, 
and Fred W. Bowers of the Connecticut 
being some of the people present. 

Enforcement of the new rule is left 
to the governing committee of the 
Union, which will also prepare a form of 
contingent commission agreement. 

The Western Insurance Bureau will 
meet Thursday and will undoubtedly 
adopt the plan. 

Dec. 22 is the date set for the entire 
membership of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of St. Louis to vote on the 
recently adopted agreement with the 
Union and Bureau companies regulating 
commissions, brokerage and agency rep- 
resentation in the St. Louis zone. 

As no opposition has developed to the 
new plan it is believed that it will be 
approved by an almost unanimous vote. 
It is possible that a few for purely per- 
sonal reasons may oppose the new plan 
but this opposition should be negligible. 


CHICAGO INSURANCE BASEBALL CHAMPIONS 


Sitting Cleft to right)—A. 
field, shortstop; H. O. Larsen, 
right field. 


Here are the 
North America 
Chicago. 
the season being .888. 
percentage of .823. In 


Bartling, 
manager; 


members of the 
which won the 


fact, 


Left to right (top row)—Anson Whittier, 
F. Schmit, pitcher; M. Silhanek, right field; 
base; E. Bashe, left field. 


catcher; 
G. FE, Ewald, 


the pennant was not won until the 
played, which the North America won from the Royal. 





first base; E. 
A. Cafferata, 


H. Skaer, center field; 
catcher; J. J. Holy, second 


T. Budach 


third base; L. EF. Old- 
first w 


base; Peterson, 


baseball team of the Insurance Company of 
pennant 
This aggregation won 16 games and lost but two, its percentage for 
Its nearest rival, 


in the Insurance Baseball League of 


‘the Royal, lost 3, with a 
last game was 
For three years previously 


won 14 and 


the Royal had captured the championship. 








During the past week the attorneys 
of the proposed changes to the consti- 
for the association approved the legality 
tution and by-laws made necessary to 
carry out the provisions of the new plan. 
Prior to that the entire matter had re- 
ceived the official O. K. of the executive 
committee. 

With its final approval by the entire 
organization it will be possible to put 
the plan into effect-on or about Jan. 1, 
The companies and agents have had am- 
ple opportunity to prepare themselves 
for the change and there should be no 
further serious delay in going through 
with the changes. 

* 


*x x 
DEATH OF E. J. HENGLE 
Emory J. Hengle, of the Chicago lo 


cal agency 


firm of McCabe & Hengle, 


died last Thursday at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. F. G. Chaplin, in River 
Forest. Mr. Hengle was a native of 


Chicago, having been born in that city, 
Oct. 7, 1857. He gained renown as a 
professional baseball player. He was as- 
sociated with a number of teams, includ- 
ing Minneapolis, Troy, Buffalo, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., etc. Then he joined the 
old White Sox team, under “Pop” An- 
son. He started round the world when 
“Pop” Anson led a coterie of the White 
Sox to give exhibition plays in an all 
round the world tour. When he got to 
Denver, Mrs. Hengle became ill and 
could not travel. Mr. Hengle then gave 
up the trip. He played second base. 

Mr. Hengle entered the insurance 
business in Chicago in 1892 with the 
agency of A. H. Darrow in the Rook- 
ery building. Torpe & Hoagland suc- 
ceeded to the Darrow agency and Mr. 
Hengle joined that firm. Mr. Torpe 
withdrew from that firm and the name 
was changed to Hoagland & Hengle. 
Later Mr. Hoagland retired from the 
firm and L. S. McEnaney became a 
partner, the firm name being McEnaney 
& Hengle. When Charles R. McCabe, 
Sr., in 1908 entered into partnership 
with Mr. Hengle, the firm name was 
changed to McCabe & Hengle. Mr. 
Hengle had been on the decline for 
months. He left the office Dec. 22, 
1923 and went to Florida, hoping to 
recuperate. He was only in the office 
for about 15 minutes after that time. The 
funeral services were held last Satur- 
day under the auspices of the Masonic 
Order. 

*x* * * 

R. E. Vernor, manager of the fire pre- 
vention department of the Western Ac- 
tuarial Bureau, addressed the class in 
fire protection engineering at Armour In- 
stitute in Chicago last week, on “Fire 
Prevention by the Fire Department.” 


“Barrage” Brings Results 


The barrage that is being laid down 
by R. E. Vernor, manager of the 
fire prevention department of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau and chairman of 
the membership committee in the inter- 
chamber fire waste contest, is bringing 
in results. Four rounds of shells have 
been sent to Chamber of Commerce 
secretaries and the first is going out this 
week. The first four brought in 16 en- 
tries, in addition to numerous requests 
to “lift the barrage” as entries would be 
made as soon as possible. The total 
entered in the contest is now 284. The 
16 that have been brought in so far this 
month are as follows: Springfield, Mo., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Bisbee, Ariz, 
Beaver Falls, Pa., Coffeyville, Kans., 
Vermilion, S. Dak., Alhambra, Cal, 
Wichita Falls, Tex., Superior, N. Y. 
Elmira, N. Y., Alliance, O., East Orange, 
N. J., Newport, Vt., Findlay, O., Alex- 


andria, La., and Jamestown, N. Y. 


Withdraw From Syndicates 


The North British & Mercantile 
group has withdrawn from the Amer? 
can Marine Insurance Syndicates, writ 
ing hull insurance, effective Dec. 16. 
The large number of companies fe 
maining in the syndicates will prob- 
ably absorb their percentages. 
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A Merry Christmas 


Insured 





Millions of people in millions of homes are wrapping 
millions of Christmas packages. Neckties and socks, sweets 
and goodies, silken parasols and filmy underthings will be 
sent from friend to friend. 


Christmas gifts, as well as all other mail packages, should 
be insured. It is so easy to insure parcel post packages the 
Ohio Farmers way. Just make a brief entry on a stub, tear 
a little coupon from the handy Ohio Farmers book, wrap the 
coupon in the package, and its safety is insured. 


Tell your friends and clients about this easy way to 
insure a Merry Christmas. They will thank you. 


The picture above shows how easy it is to insure mail packages 
the Ohio Farmers way. It can be done with comfort at home. No 
need to stand in line at the post office. 


Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 
Organized 1848 . - Le Roy, Ohio 


E. K. Schultz & Company 


GENERAL AGENTS METROPOLITAN AGENTS 
4th and Walnut Streets 75 Maiden Lane 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


H. M. Dinsmore & Company 
GENERAL AGENTS 
22 Leidesdorft Street 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


W. L. Perrin & Son 
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“But, John —Why Didn’t You Tell Me?” 


Don’t let yourself in for this question, after a fire has cost 
your friend lots of money. 








































Undoubtedly you insurance men have told your policy 
holders that they ought to keep protected in accordance with the 
current market values. But—did you always get action? 


Suppose one of your clients has a $20,000.00 loss and can 
only collect $14,000.00—even though the adjuster agrees that the loss 
is actually $ 20,000. 00. Suppose further that this client is paying you 
for $28,000. 00 in insurance coverage. Where will YOU stand? 


You know this happens right along. The 


based on this example: 


above is 


Bill estimates that his plant is worth $35, 000.00. 

He carries 80 per cent, or $28,000.00 insurance. 

He has a $20,000.00 loss. 

4 After the fire it is proved that the plant was worth $50,000.00. 
Bill should have carried 80 per cent of $50,000.00 or $40,000.00 
insurance. 

He collects seven-tenths of any loss—in this case he loses $6,000.00. 


Show your clients this risk beforehand. They are your 
friends. You have cultivated them for years. Don’t let them lose 
their money if you can prevent it. 


An appraisal will set them right—and will make them 
fully protect their property. Furthermore, it will put them in a 
position to collect fully, quickly and easily any fire loss they may 
sustain. What’s the answer? 


FIDELITY APPRAISAL CO. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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, Boston Insurance Company 
Old Colony Insurance Company 


Boston, Massachusetts 


WESTERN DEPARTMENTS 
Lansing, Michigan 
Rawlings & Hewett, Managers 








PACIFIC COAST DEPARTMENTS 
202-204 Sansome St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Charles A. Colvin, Manager 








NEW YORK OFFICE 
66 Beaver Street, New York, N.Y. 





| CHANGES IN 


THE FIELD 











APPOINTMENTS IN MINNESOTA 


Commercial Union Companies Are Di- 
vided for First Time Between Two 
State Agents 


The Commercial Union group has di- 
vided its Minnesota field, appointing T. 
J. Hjorth state agent for the Palatine, 
Union and California, and George H. 
Manners for the Commercial Union of 
London, the Commercial Union of New 
York and the Hand in Hand Under- 
writers. This is distinctly a ne w depar- 
ture from the Commercial Union's policy 
of having one man represent the entire 
group. 

Mr. Hjorth was for eight years special 
agent of the Twin City in the same 
territory. Mr. Manners has been assist- 
ant to State Agent George B. Gray for 
three years. Mr. Gray recently resigned 
to go with the Atlas. 


J. W. Russell 


In last week’s issue an item was car- 
ried that J. W. Russell had been ap- 
pointed state agent for the Fidelity- 
Phenix in southwestern Wisconsin, 
with headquarters in Milwaukee. This 
is slightly in error. Mr. Russell was 
appointed state agent for southeastern 
Wisconsin, with headquarters in Mil- 
waukee. 





R. W. Tyler 


R. W. Tyler, for the past eight years 
connected with the Indiana Inspection 
3ureau, has gone with the Continental 


as service special agent for Indiana to 





represent both the engineering and 
general departments. 
Hugh F. Dick 
Hugh F. Dick, for some time past 


special agent for the Carolinas for the 
Westchester, will on Jan. 1 transfer his 
allegiance to the Commercial Union, 
covering the same territory. He will 
continue to maintain headquarters at 
Charlotte. 


Richard N. Mann 


The Caledonian and Caledonian-Amer- 
ican announce the appointment of 
Richard N. Mann as special agent for 


Michigan, outside of Wayne county, 
| effective Jan. 1. State Agent John 
|B. Adams will manage the Wayne 
| county interests of these companies, 


having associated with him in the state 

| Mr. Mann. Mr. Mann has had extensive 
education and training in engineering 
and Dean schedule work, for sometime 
having been affiliated with the Hartford 
Fire and for the past few years acted as 
engineer for the Detroit agency of Bur- 
tenshaw & Co. Mr. Mann will have 
headquarters at 707 Union Trust Build- 
ing, Detroit. 


Big feo Case Decided 
NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—What is 
likely to be the concluding chapter in 
| the famous sugar loss litigation, involv- 
| ing Cuban and American interests, was 
| the decision yesterday of the appellate 


holding the ruling of the lower tribunal 


| in deciding against the several compa- | 


| nies that had endeavored to secure a 
reformation of their policies after the 
property covered thereunder had been 
destroyed. The issues involved were 
intricate and highly important and in 
the course of the litigation the best legal 
talent in the country was employed, one 
of the arbitrators being 
Hughes, the present secretary of state. 


Rates Must Be Observed 
NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Superinten- 


dent Beha of the insurance department 
states that there can be no digressions 


division of the state supreme court up- | 


Charles E. | 


GOES WITH SNYDER AGENCY 


B. Goff Snyder Resigns as Indiana 
State Agent of the Boston and 


Old Colony 
Snyder Brothers General Agency of 
Louisville announces that on Jan. 1, B. 


associated with it, 
His headquarters 


Goff Snyder becomes 
as an equal partner. 


will be at Nashville. He will supervise 
all of Tennessee and that portion of 
southern and southwestern Kentucky 
south of the St. Louis division of the 
L. & N. Mr. Snyder has had eight 
years’ experience as a field man, four 
of which were in Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. The last four years he has been 
state agent for the Boston and Old 


Colony in Indiana, which position he re- 
signs to become associated with Snyder 
Brothers. He takes the place of the 
late Claude F. Snyder in the firm, the 
other two brothers being Frank G. Sny- 
der and Robert W. Snyder. The general 
agency covers Kentucky and Tennessee. 


A. E. Schroeder 

of Newark has ap- 
Schroeder of Mon- 
roe, Wis., as assistant to State Agent 
R. V. McCormick in Iowa. Mr. 
Schroeder's experience has been mainly 
limited to local agency work. He has 
operated an agency at Monroe, Wis., 
for the past two years. He begins with 
the American Jan. 1. 


The American 
pointed Arthur E. 


Thomas Byrd 


Thomas Byrd, formerly state agent in 
Kansas for the Northern Assurance, has 
been appointed Kansas state agent of 
the, Automobile of Hartford, succeeding 
C. J. Tichenor. 


Aetna’s New England Changes 


The Aetna Fire anounces a rearrange- 
ment of its field force in eastern Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, by which 
W. H. Boutell, for many years special 
agent, becomes state agent in charge of 

| that field. He will be assisted by Spe- 
| cial Agents Richard K. Ives, W. A. 
Bell, formerly service engineer, and 
Ernest J. Gracey. Mr. Gracey enters 
that field as a new man, particularly 
well qualified to add to the Aetna serv- 
ice in that section. He will give par- 
ticular attention to automobile and in- 
land marine business. 

The same rearrangement 

the World Fire & Marine. 


applies to 


L. E. Larson 


Larry E. Larson, North Dakota state 
agent for the Twin City Fire, with head- 
quarters at Fargo for the past five years, 
will become state agent for Minnesota 
with headquarters at Minneapolis Jan. 1. 








| from the automobile fire and theft rates 
which have been filed. He finds that 
there have been a number of deviations 
and some of these have been brought 
| to his attention. He has had them in- 
vestigated and has had a number ol! 
| hearings with brokers, company officers 
| and agents. He concludes that the vio- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


lations are so numerous that future de- 
viations will be dealt with very sternly 


Made General Adjusters 

| NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Harvey W. 
| Russ and Edgar E. Heins, the former 
| manager of the General Adjustment 
| Bureau at Boston and the latter at 
| Pittsburgh, have been made general ad- 
justers. Mr. Russ will supervise New 
| England losses, while Mr. Heins will 
come to this city. John J. McGovern 
becomes manager at Pittsburgh and G. 
| F. Stratton at Boston. 
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FOUNDATION STONES OF 
AMERICAN LIBERTIES 


A SERIES OF DOCUMENTS PLAYING 
IMPORTANT PARTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY 


The Declaration of Independence 


IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776 


The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united 
States of America 


When in the Course of human events, it becomes neces- 
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume among 
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 
which the Laws cf Nature and of Nature's God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel them to 
the separation. We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all m:n are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to 
elter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, 
laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future security. Such has been the patient suffer- 
ance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Govern- 
ment. The history of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny 
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted 
to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, 
the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their opera- 
tion till his Assent should be obtained; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He 
has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of 
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish 
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a _ right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. He 
has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their 
public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. He has dissolved Repre- 
sentative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firm- 
ness his invasions on the rights of the people. He has 
refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incap- 
able of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large 
for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime 
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 
convulsions within. He has endeavoured to prevent the 
population of these States; for that purpose obstructing 
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the 
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He has 
obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his 
Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. He has 
made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure 
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 
swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their 
substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 
He has affected to render the Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil power. He has combined with others 


to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their 
Acts of pretended Legislation: For quartering large bodies 
of armed troops among us: For protecting them, by a 
mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: For 
cutting of our Trade with all parts of the world: For 
imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: For depriving 
us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: For 
transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended 
offences: For abolishing the free System of English Laws 
in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render 
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing 
the same absolute rule into these Colonies: For taking 
away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, 
and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring them- 
selves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever. He has abdicated Government here, by declar- 
ing us out of his Protection and waging War against us: 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. He is all 
this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries 
to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, 
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. He has con- 
strained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas 
to bear Arms against their Country, to become the execu- 
tioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves 
by their Hands. He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants 
of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known 
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppres- 
sions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble 
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only 
by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit 
to be the ruler of a free People. Nor have We been wanting 
in attention to our British brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to 
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and 
settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice 
and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties 
of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, 
would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspond- 
ence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and 
of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, 
as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 
Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States 
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to 
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the Name and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, 
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from 
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free 
and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, 
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, 
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, 
our Fortunes and our sacred Honour. 





“With everything AMERICAN 
tomorrow is secure.” 

















Reprinted by THE AMERICAN 
InsurANcE Co. of Newark, N, J. 
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The Cost of 
Dependable 


Insurance 


is as nothing compared with 
the protection it gives. 


Any Agency justifies the 
confidence placed in it by 
its clients, bv renresenting 
dependable compatues. 


Representing [he Alliance 
will help you. 
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of Philadelphia 
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Evidence on Embezzlement Charge 
Found By Court to Be Insufficient 
to Hold Him for Trial 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Dec. 16.— 
Colon C. Lillie, former president of the 
Peninsular Fire here, now in receiver- 
ship, was freed of embezzlement charges 
in superior court last week when Judge 
Derdier ruled the evidence insufficient to 
hold the defendant for trial. 

Henry A. Brink, who succeeded Mr. 
Lillie as president of the company, pre- 
ferred the charge about a year ago, con- 
tending in the warrant that Lillie sold 
87 shares of defaulted stock to James 
Oliver Curwood, Owosso author, and 
kept the receipts. The stock belonged 
to the company, Mr. Brink claimed. 

Shortly after arguments were begun 
in court, the judge halted proceedings 
and told Prosecutor Hoffius that he 
must produce more evidence or the court 
would be forced to dismiss the case. 
The prosecutor admitted no further evi- 
dence was available and dismissal fol- 
lowed. 

The Peninsular was largely organized 
by Mr. Lillie, who is now 70 years of 
age. Within a short time after it be- 


vestigation by the insurance department 
which disclosed a bad financial situa- 
tion existing. Commissioner Hands 
acted as receiver for a time and eventu- 
ally turned the company 
stockholders but it did not prosper long 
under the new regime, a vote to liqui- 
date being cast last September by stock- 
holders when losses began to mount. 
Mr. Brink was first named temporary 


COLON Cc. LILLIE IS FREED) 
| 


| gan business, it was subjected to an in- | 


‘CASE WAS DISMISSED GET GREATER BALLAST 


CAPITAL WILL BE INCREASED 


Directors of National Union Fire De. 
_cide to Issue 5,000 Shares 
of New Stock 


At a meeting of the board. of direct- 
ors of the National Union Fire of Pitts- 
burgh, it was decided to issue 5,000 
shares of new stock, increasing the capi- 
tal from $2,000,000 to $2,500,0000. Par 
value of the stock is $100 a share, but 
the price of the new stock will be de- 
cided at the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders to be held Jan. 12. In all prob- 
ability a price considerably above par 
will be decided upon, as the 5,000 shares 
issued in 1922 were sold at $175 a share, 
and previous issues had been sold at 
$150 a share. 

At the meeting of the stockholders 
in January, 1924, it was decided to au- 
thorize an increase in capital from 
$2,000,000 to $5,000,000,’ the additional 
stock to be issued from time to time 
at the discretion of the directors. The 
National Union commenced business in 
1901 with $200,000 capital, and its last 
annual financial statement showed over 
$10,000,000 of assets and over $1,100,- 
000 net surplus. Its premium income is 
now about $7,000,000 a year. It has- 
been paying 12 per cent. annually since 


| the beginnig of 1920. 


back to the, 


receiver but was later removed and the | 


Grand Rapids 
tuted when 


Trust Company substi- 
creditors and part of the 
stockholders objected to his appoint- 
ment. Hearing to go over the situation 
and name a permanent receiver was to 
have been held Saturday but due to the 
absence from the city of Judge M. L. 
Dunham, the case was adjourned a 
week. 





Automobile Insurance Up 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 17.—An- 
nouncement is received that Shelton M. 
Saufley, insurance commissioner, has 
issued a call for a meeting of all insur- 
ance agents in the state who are inter- 
ested in automobile insurance to meet 
with him at his office in Frankfort on 
Dec. 19. It was stated that some of 
the agents who write auto insurance had 
requested a meeting, and hearing of 
certain problems. 


Howe to Succeed Purdin 

NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Directors of 
the Liverpool & London & Globe at 
their meeting this week will probably 
select a successor to Charles L. Pur- 
din as manager of the Metropolitan of- 
local fraternity is ardently 
hoping that the choice will fall upon 
Walter C. Howe, who has been Mr. 
Purdin’s chief aid for the past three 
years and has a strong following among 
brokers. Mr. Purdin was recently pro- 
moted to the deputy management of the 
L. & L. & G., succeeding R. H. Will- 
iams, who is now vice president of the 
Travelers’ Fire of Hartford. 

A nephew of the 
Howe, vice-president of the Niagara 
Fire, Walter C. Howe began his under- 
writing career as a boy for that com- 
pany, later going into the field for it 
as a New York State special. Subse- 
quently he traveled the territory for the 
Great American and still later for the 
Liverpool & London & Globe. An in- 
tense student of the business, he knows 
it in its many ramifications and keeps 
thoroughly abreast with developments. 


It is wise to learn from the mistakes 
of others, but many of us won’t learn 


| from our own, 


To Vote on Western Plan 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—A meeting 
of the directors of the America Fore 
companies will be held tomorrow when 
President Haid will present his recom- 
mendations for the readjustment in the 
western department at Chicago. Under 
the system put into effect at the home 
office the unit plan will be adopted in 
the branch offices, one set of officers 
being chosen for all companies. This 
will place one official in charge of the 
Continental, Fidelity-Phenix, American 
Eagle and Farmers of Iowa at Chicago 
with a corps of assistants. 





Urge New Bureau for Texas 


A movement is on foot by some of 
the field men in Texas to have an ad- 
justment bureau organized similar to 
those operating in Chicago, Atlanta and 
New York. A circular has been sent to 
the companies presenting the situation 
and stating that competition among the 
independent adjusters has become so 
keen that frequently first reports of 
losses come from adjusters who have 
made arrangements with the local agents 
to give advance information. It is stated 
that a company bureau would reduce 


| the adjustment expense and bring about 


late George C. | 


more satisfaction in the 


losses. 


handling of 





Trotsky Once a New York Broker 


Now that Leon Trotsky, the war min- 
ister of the Russian soviet government, 
has been shelved by rival leaders, it is 
interesting to recall that the one time 
idol of the Reds was an _ insurance 
broker in New York City. That was 
during the period of his exile from the 
homeland because of the trouble he 
had stirred up for the then ruling 
powers. 


Predicts Important Convention 


President Stacey W. Wade of the 
Fire Marshals Association in announc- 
ing the annual convention for Des 
Moines, Aug. 11, states that undoubt- 
edly this meeting will be the most 1m- 
portant that the convention will have 
held. Mr. Wade, who is _ insurance 
commissioner of North Carolina, called 
a meeting of the executive committee 
in New York City last week, the other 
members present being Commissioner 
Van Camp of South Dakota and State 
Fire Marshal Topping of West Virginia. 
The time of the convention was then 
decided. 
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— u Pioneering Wit e Phoenix 
time 
The . a ag . ; : ’ : 
3s in N 1804 there was living in Philadelphia a Quaker named Israel Whelan, a staunch Patriot. He repre- 
last sented the new-born republic as fiscal agent in various transactions. At that time no foreign insurance 
100, | company was doing business in this country. The “Phoenix” soon discovered that Mr. Whelan was a | 
oy man to represent the company creditably and such judgment soon proved to be correct. 
paca il The senior Whelan died in 1806, being followed by his son and namesake—an aggressive underwriter, who 
soon succeeded in writing a considerable amount of business. One of his advertisements appearing in a 

il Philadelphia paper at that early time read- Tl 
tin | [i : : : P : | 
no “*The subscriber, agent for the Phoenix Com- ‘‘In this office no insured person is liable to 





insurance on houses, buildings, stores, ships 
in harbour, goods, wares and merchandise in 
any part of the United States, from loss or rafin : 

damage by fire, on terms so moderate as will, ness which have always distinguished this com- | 
it is presumed, make it the interest of all to pany; requiring no other delay even where 


pany of London, is fully authorized to effect any call to make good the losses of others; n 
but in case of fire the sufferer will be fully {I 


indemnified with that liberality and prompt- 





additional security to commercial transac- 


resort to a measure, so well calculated to give presumption of fraud appears, than is neces- n 
sary to distinguish the honest sufferer from | 


tions, and to afford protection from the injury 7 : a 
; F y the fraudulent incendiary. 
which fires have so often occasioned. 
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Birth of Fire Insurance 


THis marks the 258th anniver- 
sary of the birth of fire insurance. Orig- 
inated by Dr. NicHoLtar Barson follow- 
ing the tremendous conflagration that 


1666, 


year 


devastated London in it has since 


become interwoven with the whole fab- 
ric of society. 

The public seldom stops to realize 
that without insurance against fire, com- 
merce in its modern proportions could 
never have become a fact, since it is 
based on credit that insurance safe- 


guards against disaster. Nor could our 


Removal of Cases 
INSURANCE 
ago, 
ous proposition in having their licenses 
threatened in some states 
removed out 
in the state to the federal court. 
Some states have definite statutes for- 
bidding the transfer 
courts. 


companies, a few 


were confronted with a 


years 
very seri- 
because they 


cases arising of business 


the 
felt 
get 
least 


of cases from 
state 


in 


Insurance companies 


many cases that they could not 
justice in the state 
they felt that the 


more removed from prejudice 


courts, or at 


federal courts were 


and had 


a broader knowledge of the issues in a 
controversy. Recent decisions have fa- 
vored the insurance companies in this 
regard. 

As is known, some months ago, Com- 
missioner WELLS of Minnesota notified 
the Security of New Haven that he 


would not renew license because the 


statutes of the state provided that a for- 
eign 


company desiring to transact busi- 


ness in the state should stinulate not 
to remove causes arising out of business 
in the state to the federal court. The 


statute provided that in case of a viola- 


tion of this stipulation, a company’s 


license might be revoked and a future 


license refused. 
This 
court 


lower 
SE- 


the 
the 
appe al 


case went to trial in 
and the decision favored 
The state then took 


to the Minnesota Supreme 


CURITY. an 


Court which 


Per Capita Fire 


Every local agent should find out from 
the NationaL Board oF Fire UNDER- 
WRITERS, William St., New York, 
what the per capita fire loss in his city 
was last year and in preceding years. If 
it is high, there is an indication that 
there is something the matter. There 
may have been an unusual heavy 


. 


76 


loss 


enormous cities have been built because 
no one would lend money on real estate 


unless his 


the security for loan were 
adequately protected. 
Fire insurance constitutes a method 


whereby the contributions of the many 
indemnify the comparatively 
suffer loss, and in 
prise and _ thrift, 

peace of mind that has a psychological 
yet fundamental effect on public welfare 
and progress. 


few who 
safeguarding enter- 
insurance 


creates a 


It is one of the fundamen- 
tals of modern business. 


to Federal Courts 


affirmed the judgment below. The 
preme court held that the statute was 
unconstitutional, quoting Terral vs. 

Burke, decided by. the United States 
Supreme Court, 257 U. S. 529, fol- 
lows: 

“The principle established by the more 
recent decisions of this court that a 
state may not, in imposing conditions 
upon the privilege of a foreign corpora- 
tion’s doing business in the state, exact 
from it a waiver of the exercise of its 
constitutional right to resort to the fed- 
eral courts, or thereafter withdraw the 
privilege of doing business because of 
its exercise of such right, whether 
waived in advance or not. The principle 
does not depend for its application on 
the character of the business the cor- 
poration does, . It rests on the ground 
that the federal constitution confers 
upon citizens of one state the right to 
resort to federal courts in another, that 
state action, whether legislative or ex- 
ecutive, necessarily calculated to curtaf! 
the free exercise of the right thus se- 
cured is void because the sovereign 
power of a state in excluding foreign 
corporations, as in the exercise of all 
other of its sovereign powers, sub- 
ject to the limitations of the supreme 
fundamental law.” 


su- 


as 


is 


is 


Then in conclusion the court said: 

“In the face of the sweeping language 
quoted we think it futile to attempt by 
distinction to uphold the action of the 
insurance commissioner in refusing rela- 
tor license. It is conceded that the 
sole reason for denying the same was 
the removal from the state to the federal 
court of a suit. Its agreement not to do 
so was void and of no more effect than 
the statute (section 3592), which, no 
doubt, induced it. No agreement not 
to remove could lawfully be demanded.” 


a 


Losses for Cities 


due to the burning of a large 
one of great value. There may 
vital defect. Local agents should study 
these. records and if during a five year 
period the per capita tax loss is con- 
sistently high, there is every indication 
that the fire fighting facilities are de- 
ficient. 


plant or 
be some 
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There was the fragrance of the old 
camaraderie of the Ohio field of 30 years 


ago in the meeting and luncheon at 
Mansfield December 5th in honor of 
“Dick” Smith, retiring secretary of the 


Richland Mutual, who has rounded out 
53 years of service with that company. 
In the “great days of Ohio” when John 
Kelly, “Ed” Gardner, ng Fowler, 
Walter Sage, “Lou” Bonar, ’ Wood- 
burg, “Dick” Huggard, Tohn Monrose, 
and numerous others led the various 
clans, “Dick” Smith was the leader of 
the mutual cohorts and was always a 
fair competitor, a good underwriter and 
adjuster. Those were the days when 
H. M. Magill was chairman of “Local 
Board Commission No. 1,” and J. W. 
Cochran, now vice-president of the Fire 
Association, was manager of the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau. L. J. Bonar was 
“Grand Symposiarch” of the field co- 
horts that met annually in the summer 
at Put-in-Bay, on which occasions “good 
times were had by all.” 

The dinner and the assembly had been 
engineered by L. J. Bonar, who has also 
served more than half a century in the 
insurance business. Seated at the dinner 
table were the following friends, each of 
whom wore a red carnation in his lapel: 
C. F. Barnard, of Cleveland; J. M. 
Cook, of Mansfield; E. B. Caldwell, of 
Mansfield; E. W. Dann, C. T. Deatrick, 
of Columbus; B. T. Duffey, of Cleve- 
land; E. C. Frampton, of Urbana; John 
H. Gray, of Columbus; A. M. Metheany, 
of Galion; M. F. Grim, R. T. Huggard, 
A. W. Jones, N. T. Julian, of Columbus; 


George A. Lane, of Wooster + ty A 
Purmort, of Van Wert; R. L. "Raynolds, 
of Columbus; George T. Wilson, of 


Dayton; 
3rucker, 


H. R. Endly and Judge Lewis 
of Mansfield. 


Walter Scott, general agent for the 
Missouri sub-agencies of the Home of 
New York, who died last week, was 
one of the veterans in the business. Five 
vears ago he was awarded the Home’s 
gold medal for 50 years of continuous 
service with the company. Mr. Scott 
was appointed special agent for Missouri 
and Kansas in 1872, after previous ex- 
perience with the Home of Columbus, 
O. In 1885 he became state agent for 
the Home of New York in Missouri, 
where he established many warm and 
lasting friendships throughout the state 
by his genial ways and kindly manners. 
He relinquished the state agency in 1914 
to become general agent for the sub- 
agencies of Missouri, in which capacity 
he acted until his death which occurred 
when he was 86 years old. He sur- 
vived by a wife and three children. 


is 


John X. Wegmann, president of the 
Lafayette Fire of New Orleans, has 
been made a Knight of St. Gregory by 


Pope Pius XI. This honor is conferred 
for distinguished service and is well 
merited by Mr. Wegmann. 


John H. Hauschild, president of the 
Charles W. Sexton Company, Minne- 
apolis, has been appointed by Governor 
Preus of Minnesota as chairman of the 


Knute Nelson memorial committee of 
Hennepin county. The committee, of 
which Governor Preus is state chairman, 


is in charge of collecting subscriptions 


for a fund to be used in the erection of 
monument for the Minnesota senator, 
who died in 1923. 


When Charles L. Purdin, who is now 
in charge of the New York City met- 
ropolitan office of the Liverpool & Lon- 
don & Globe, goes to the general office 
at 1 Pershing Square, New York City, 
to become deputy manager on Jan. 1, 1t 
will be the first time in his insurance 
career of 30 vears that he has been away 
from the William St. district. He as- 
sumed his present position as metropoli- 
tan manager in January 1921, when the 
Liverpool’s general office was in the 
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CHARLES L. PURDIN 
Newly Appointed Deputy Manager, Liver- 
pool & London & Globe, at the 
New York Office 


insurance district. Its headquarters 
were then moved to Newark. Later it 
moved its general office to Pershing 
square. Mr. Purdin is a popular man 


personally. He has a genial glow and 
warmth of nature that attract many 
friends. He started his career as an un- 
derwriter 30 years ago in the New York 
office of the Commercial Union. 


Carl Schreiner, former general man- 
ager in this country and Great Britain 
for the Munich Reinsurance of Germany, 
and recognized as leading insurance au- 


thority on reinsurance practice, is pre- 
paring to reenter active business. While 
abroad during the past summer, he con- 
cluded arrangements to manage a Brit- 
ish corporation, which is said to have 
a paid in capital of $1,000,000. Direct- 


ors of the enterprise at a gathering in 
London last week, verified the agree- 
ment. It now remains to work out the 
details. When the new enterprise gets 
well under way Mr _Schreiner will 
spend the major part of his time here, 
its British interests aii entrusted to 
lieutenants, all of whom have already 
been selected. 


T. Frank Appleby, a member of Con- 


gress from New Jersey, and head of a 
long established local agency at As- 
bury Park, died at Baltimore this week 


Johns Hop- 


was an ac- 


operation at 
Mr. Appleby 
in the New Jersey State As- 
of Underwriters, and some 
served as its president 


following an 
kins hospital. 
tive figure 
sociation 

years ago 


Henry E. Hess was the guest of honor 
luncheon New York last 


ata in week 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary ol 
the graduation of a class of inspectors 
organized by Mr. Hess in 1904. He was 
at that time manager of the New York 
Fire Insurance Exchange. He took 14 
young men who had just graduated 


from college, formed them into a class 
and appointed various experienced em- 


ployes of the exchange as instructors. 
Six of the instructors and four of the 
ex-students were the hosts at the lunch- 
eon. 


Clarence J. Rich, general 


manager Ol 


the Underwriters Adjusting Company 
of Chicago, has been elected vice- 
president. of the Wilmette Golf Club, 
of Wilmette, Ill. Mr. Rich is acknowl- 
edged to be one of the crack golfer 
of the North Shore. He is said to 


have ripped up more sod on the new 
Wilmette course than any other mem- 
ber. 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA 








DECREASE IN OHIO PREMIUMS | 


Decline Estimated at 10 to 20 Percent— 
Loss Ratio May Be Higher Than 
Last Year 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 16.—Fire pre- 
miums this year show a falling off, ac- 
cording to local field men, compared with 
last year. This decline, it is said, may 
run as high as 10 to 20 percent. Some 
believe that the ratio of losses will be 
heavier, because of the decrease in pre- 
miums and heavy losses. 

The principal losses have occurred in 
mining and manufacturing risks, the 
moral hazard playing a prominent part, 
according to reports made. Two field 
men said that the automobile insurance 
business is running along with other 
lines, but one asserted that premiums, 
including both stock and mutual, will 
probably show an increase. The loss 
ratio will be about the same as 1923. 
All expect an increase in premiums 
next year Some of the companies are 
adding a little more steam, but others 
are “going to compel the present steam 
to carry a little more load,” according 
to one of the field men. 

Collections Harder Some Say 

Collections were harder than a year 
ago, some of the field men declared, 
although one said that the collections 
were just about as easy as they were 
last year. Regarding the outlook in the 
small towns and rural districts next year, 
two of the field men said that business 
undoubtedly would be better than it was 





a year ago, but another said that he 
did not expect much change. 


LOOK FOR HOSTILE MEASURES 


West Virginia May Have Some Legis- 
lation Before it Inimical to Fire 
Insurance Companies 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., Dec. 17.— 
Insurance men anticipate some hostile 
insurance legislation in the forthcoming 
legislature. Insurance Commissioner 
John C. Bond does not hesitate to pre- 
dict an attack on insurance interests, 
especially in the way of bills creating 
additional taxes. The fight between the 
West Virginia Association of Insurance 
Agents and the West Virginia super- 
visory committee has engendered con- 
siderable bitterness. There are a half 
dozen or so local agents in the legisla- 
ture. It is stated here that a move- 
ment may be made through these men 
to have the present law of the state 
amended or create a new act prohibit- 
ing insurance combines on rates and 
compensation paid agents. The West 
Virginia agents have been particularly 
usetul to the companies in the past in 


combating many hostile measures. The | 


question now arises as to how far they 
can be relied on in view of the bad feel- 
ing that has arisen over the new com- 
mission reduction order, that is, the lo- 
cal agents may not be so enthusiastic 
at present in helping out the companies 


Company, 





on matters in which the latter are par- 
ticularly interested. 





Joins Whitehair Bros. Agency 


CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 16—Robert F 
Donahey, son of Governor Donahey of 
this state, has joined the Whitehair Bros 
of this city, as secretary It 
is understood that he has purchased an 
interest in the business, Whitehair Bros 
have been in business here for some 
time as a firm, but recently incorporated. 


The members of the firm have given their 
attention mostly to the surety and cas- 


ualty business, but have done some fire 
insurance business. 

A few days ago application was made 
for Class 1 membership in the Fire In- 
surance Club, with the Commercial Unton 
of New York as its exclusive company 
In order to make this connection, Mr 
Donahey resigned the position of com 
mission clerk in his father’s office, after 
holding it for two years 


Take on “All-Risk” Department 
CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 16—The Brooks 





& Stafford Company has been appointed 
| Cleveland agent of the all-risk depart- 


ment of the Commercial Union, which is 
being developed in this country by the 
W. B. Brandt Company of San Francisco. 

W. T. Gray is in charge of this work 
in the Brooks & Stafford office. He will 
not only solicit the lines direct, but will 
develop business from the other city 
offices. Mr. Gray was with the Traveters 
in St. Louis for some time, where he gave 
his attention largely to the liability 
work, Later he spent two years in gen- 
eral insurance with his brother in Utica. 





Firebug Wants Medical Examination 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 16—Willard S 
Norvell, 55, who is in jail at Painesville, 
having been bound over to the grand 
jury on a charge of arson, has asked 
State Fire Marshal Miller to have him 
placed under the care of alienists in or- 


STATES 


der that his pyromaniacal tendencies 
may be studied, with the ultimate pur- 
pose of having an operation performed 


on him to relieve him of his criminal 
inclinations 

The attention of Mr. Miller was drawn 
to Norvell’s case by the National Board, 
which says he has been convicted six 
times for arson and once for larceny. 
It is said that he was paroled last May 
from the Philadelphia House of Correc- 
tions. 

Norvell admitted to state fire marshals 
that he has served 15 years in different 
prisons for arson, but declares that he 
always surrendered after committing his 
crimes and was punished 


Court Ousts Dayton Concern 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 16—The appellate 
court, on petition of the state insurance 
department, has found against the Mer- 
cantile Security & Indemnity Company 
of Dayton, ousting it from doing busi- 
ness It had not complied with the in- 
surance laws of the state, it was charged. 
It is alleged that the company was oper- 
ating under the old horsethief law and 
declared it did not require a license. In 
addition to selling insurance against 
burglary, bad checks, various frauds, etc., 
it carried on a detective bureau. 





Will Head Finance Committee 


State Senator Harry M. Carpenter of 
Steubenville, O., one of the leading fire 
insurance agents of that city, will be 
chairman of the finance committee of the 
Ohio state senate in the session which 
begins next month. Senator Carpenter 
has been in the state legislature for sev- 
eral terms. The Republican floor leader 
of the senate will be Senator Joseph R. 
Gardner of Cincinnati, who was chair- 
man of the insurance committee of the 
senate in the last session. 





Buckeye Union Mutual Moves 
The Buckeye Union Mutual, which has 
had its principal offices at Mansfield, O., 








LOYAL TO FRIENDS, AND TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secretary 


FIREMEN’S 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Newark, N. J. 
Organized 1855 


Statement January 1, 1924 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


All other 


Capital .....$2,250,000.00 


liabilities... 8,181,979.10 
Net Surplus. . 4,251,619.22 





Policyholders Surplus, 
$6,501,619.22 





. woe $14,683,598.32 


Henry M. Gratz, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Davis G. Vaughan, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


Girard F¢ M. 


INSURANCE CO. 
of Philadelphia 


Organized 1853 


Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ... . .$1,000,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 2,949,854.39 
Net Surplus. . 1,075,257.03 


Total .......$5,025,111.42 


Policyholders Sur plus, 
$2,075,257.03 














Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
John A. Snyder, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secretary 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 
of Philadelphia 


Organized 1854 


Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital .....$ 600,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 2,208,445.09 
Net Surplus.. 865,373.90 


Total .......$3,673,818.99 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$1,465,373.90 














H. M. Schmidt, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Thos. A. Hathaway, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


National 


Ben Franklin 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
“f Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Organized 1866 

Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital .... .$1,000,000.00 

All other 


liabilities. . 2,938,245.94 
Net Surplus 819,295.35 


Total Assets .$4,757,541.29 


Surplus to Policyholders 
$1,819,295.35 














Western Department—844 Rush Street—Chicago, Illinois 


WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


H. R. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary 


J. H. Gwinn, General Supt. of Agents 
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INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 





ILLINOIS MISSOURI 


QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 
GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. 

Wells Bldg. QUINCY, ILL. 


CHAS. W. KRUEGER 
GENERAL ADJUSTER 
Mountain Field Denver, Colo. 











NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER 
Adjuster 
College Bldg. 


40 Years in Insurance Work 


H. A. HAMILTON 
Adjuster 
225 North Adams St. 
PEORIA, ILL. 








Ss. O. TRIMBLE 
AUTOMOBILE AND CASUALTY LOSSES 
A SPECIALTY 
1017-18 Lemcke Bldg. Indianapolis, Ind. 





INDIANA 
Automobile Adjustments Only 
EUGENE McINTIRE 
318 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 
W. P. Kelley, Pres. American Trust Bidg. 
H. J. Lederer, Vice-Pres. SOUTH BEND, 
Cc. W. Ginz, Sec’y and Treas. INDIANA 


This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losse 


Lloyd Adjustment & Service Co. 
Philip W. McDonald, Mgr. 

General Adjusters for insurance companies 
Northern Indiana, Southern Michigan and 
Eastern Illinois. 

209 Union Trust Building, South Bend, Ind. 
P. O. Box 616 








GEORGE A. HENRY 
AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENTS ONLY 


1247 Consolidated Bldg. Indianapolis, Ind. 





Cc. J. WOOLDRIDGE 


GENERAL ADJUSTER 
306 Davidson Bldg. Sioux City, lowa 





NORTHERN IOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOT 
F.M. NORRIS 
Independent Adjuster 


519 First Nat. Bank Bidg. 


Sc 


Mason City, lowa 





a week is the cost of The 
National Underwriter by 
annual subscription. 


IOWA | KANSAS 


OTTAWA, ILL. 


OKLAHOMA 


MISSOURI 


| W. C. TRAVIS 


| Adjuster 


Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses 


PLEASANTON, 


KANSAS 





KANSAS 


| JOHN M. KINKEL 


KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
W. P. KINKEL 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjusted 


HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 





MINNESOTA 
W. H. LARK 


1124 Third St., South 


IN 


Adjuster of Automobile Losses for Insurance 
Companies 


Minneapolis, Mina. 








LYMAN NANSS 


Z 





General Adjuster for I 
| Geneva 2603 


Pp 


MINNEAPOLIS 





| MINNESOTA 


WISCONSIN 


} CHARLES G. BATES 
| General Adjuster for Companies 


Plymouth Bldg. 


30 Years’ Experience 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





J. F. Main 


506 Palace Bldg. 


J. W. Baker 
MAIN & BAKER CO. 
General Adjusters 
Minneapolis 





MISSOURI 
F. W. LITTLE, 


KANSAS 


JR. 


Adjuster 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. KANSAS CITY, MO. 
ver 30 Years’ Experience 





NEBRASKA 


625 Peters Trust Bidg., 


W. H. HATTEROTH 
Lawyer, Adjuster (Twenty years’ experience) 


Omaha, Neb. 





Fire, Tornado, Au 


Grand Forks, 


DAVID M. HOLMES 


tomobile 


Adjustments 
No. Dakota 





OHIO 





} 61¢6 St. Clair Ave. 


C. L. HARRIS & COMPANY 


Claim Examiners and Adjusters 


N. E, 


CLEVELAND 


—_ Offices: Akron, Youngstown and Toledo 


Our Service Covers Nor 


thern OHIO 





GUS. H. WINTEMBERG 


Appraisals and Adjustments of 


Automobile Insuran 


Cherry 1564 


ce Claims 


859 Leader-News Bldg 
CLEVELAND, O. 





708 Fourth National 
Phone Main 253 


H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 


Bank Bldg. 


CINCINNATI, O 





Est. 1914 
Adjustments 
Jefferson Theatre Bidg. 





MISSOURI, KAN., OKLA., ARK. 
CHARLES C. COX, ADJUSTMENT CO. 


100% SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD, MO 








HENRY WENTZ, President 


The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 


L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’l Agent 


The Only Ohie Company Specializing on Plate Glass Insurance. Not an Experiment 
SERVICE TO QGUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 








Full Coverage 
Automobile, 
Plate Glass, 
and Lincoln 
Personal 
Automobile 
Accident 
Insurance 


lnclemianitgy 


F. B. BLACK 
President 


is rout Amnontaen flatoal 





SERVES WELL, AND SAVES 
Approximately a Million Dollars in Assets—Writing a Million and a Quarter in Premiums 
Annually in Ohio Alone 


LOW 
PREMIUM 
RATES 


Prompt Loss 
Settlements 


All Policies 
Non-Assessable 


Henry R. Endy 
Secretary 











Fall of ideas! 
Casualty Review, 1368 Insurance 





Got enough accident and health insurance? Want to sell more? 

Review, an illustrated monthly magazine for accident and i 

Send ten cents for sample copy or $9.00 for a year's ~~ 7 
Exchange, Chicago. 


A tip—vend 





o 


, aes 


has been associated 
with the Great American Mutual Indem- 


for several years, 
has moved to Jackson, O. Fred E. 
who is largely inter- 
ested in coal and iron, has become presi- 
dent of the company and David Arm- 
strong, president of the Citizens Bank, 
has become vice-president. B, W. Gear- 
heart of Columbus, former state super- 
intendent of insurance, will act as gen- 


nity, 
Jones of Jackson, 


eral counsel. Ira L. Morris continues as 
secretary. The company’s premium in- 
come last year was $200,000. It writes 


automobile and casualty insurance. 


Not Question of Time Spent 


The insurance department of Ohio 
has been mz iking it clear to those ap- 
plying for agents’ licenses that the state 
department is not refusing to grant a 
license because a man is spending only 
part of his time soliciting insurance. 
The test on the question is whether or 
not an agent is taking out his license 
in order to represent himself before the 
public as a bona fide insurance agent or 
whether he is taking out the license only 
for the purpose of writing insurance on 
his own property or for a few individ- 
uals with whom he has special connec- 
tions of business or kinship. 





Work on Collections 


Special agents who are finding that 
their efforts at this time of year are 
concentrated almost entirely on collec- 
tions of balances are discussing among 
themselves the possibility of companies 
establishing a different fiscal collection 
year, one_ which would not end in De- 
cember. December is always the poor- | 
est collection month of the year. 
Merchants and jobbers are very busy 
and the agent finds it difficult to see 
prospects. Collections for the agents are 
bad. The net result is that agents are 
not in a bill-paying mood. Some of the 
special agents believe that the net re- 
sults would be better if the collection 
fiscal year were made to end at some 
other time of year. 


Cincinnati Nominating Committee 
CINCINNATI, O., Dee. 16—The Cincin- 
nati Fire Underwriters’ association nom- 
inating committee, which will select four 


members, two of whom are to be se- 
lected for two-year terms, to the board 
of governors, is composed of J. T. Dill- 
hoff, chairman, W. S. Hukill, Joseph 
Hauss, Gordon 3ennett and Thomas 
Geoghegan. The two members of the 
governing board whose terms expire in 
January are Louis Bullock and Harry 


Alexander 


New Company in Wheeling 


The Home Seekers Fire has been in- 
corporated with headquarters at Wheel- 


ing, W. Va., with $100,000 capital. The 
stock will be sold to provide $25,000 
net surplus. The only other local fire 


| It 





company in West Virginia is the Wheel. 
ing Fire. It is anticipated, however, 
that the National Fire of Hartford wij 
revive the Franklin Fire of Wheeling 
in order to take over the business of the 
Colonial Fire Underwriters in the state. 
The Home Seekers Fire is backed by 
interests connected with the Wheeling 
Building & Loan Association. 


Index Traffic Law Violators 


Members of the 
Council, in cooperation 
Judge Yeatman, have 
dex system which will show the facts 
about those who are brought before the 
courts for violation of traffic laws. These 
facts are being gathered to be used in 
an effort to have the next legislature 
pass an automobile drivers’ license law. 
Information will be sought as to the 
ownership of the car, amount paid for 
the car, whether or not it is mortgaged, 
amount of insurance and record of traffic 
violations. 


Cincinnati Safety 
with Municipal 
begun a card in- 


Would Remove Dance Hall Hazard 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 16—The state de. 
partment of industrial relations has 
warned owners of suburban dance halls 
that they must limit their dancing space 
to 6,000 feet or eliminate their heating 
systems, if they wish to continue busi. 
ness. State fire laws limit the floor space 
to 6,000 feet if the buildings are heated, 
is a move to eliminate fire hazards 
in frame dance halls in the state. 


Ohio Notes 
The Wadsworth Insurance Agency, 
| Wadsworth, O., has been incorporated 


with $1,000 
and others. 


Fred A. Barber, aged 38, an insurance 
man of Port Clinton, O., was killed Sun- 
day when his auto skidded after being 
hit by another machine, 


Scott’s Insurance Agency in Cincinnati 
is removing its office from the Title 
Guarantee building to 708 Second Na- 


capital by Harry J. Sadler 


tional Bank building. Robert W. Scott 
is manager of this agency. 
Fire caused $60,000 loss at Dillonvale, 


O, Ippolitti’s confectionery, D. 
clothing store, the Cornish pool room 
and barber shop, and the First National 
Bank building were damaged. 

3. T. Duffey, Ohio state agent of the 
, Cleveland, expects to go to Flor- 
ida to spend the holidays with his fam- 
ily at Miami Beach. He will probably 
remain for some time for a vacation, but 
is uncertain as to the length of his stay 
at this time. 

Explosion followed by a fire caused a 
loss of $80,000 in Liberty Center, O. Two 
business blocks and two dwellings were 
destroyed The Mills general store, a 
landmark in Eaton township, Lorain 
ounty, O., was destroyed by fire witha 
loss of $30,000. 

The Ohio Insvection Bureau is distrib- 
uting in leaflet form the article on co- 
insurance by James L. Madden, which 
was originally published in the insur- 
ance bulletin of the United States Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Mr. Madden is insur- 
ance manager of the Chamber. 


Samuels’ 
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LANSING BOARD TAKES STAND 





Four Agents of Firemens Group Draft 
Resolution Endorsing Action of 
Milwaukee Convention 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 16.—After 
allowing plenty of time for members 
fully to discuss and consider the now 
famous Milwaukee resolution of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, the Lansing Insurance Ex- 
change went on record Monday as 
unanimously endorsing it and the prin- 
ciples of the American agency system 
it upholds. 


Strong Resolution Committee 


Not alone did the Lansing Exchange 
give the resolution its full and unquali- 
fied approval but its resolutions com- 
mittee was designedly made up of four 
members who have for years represented 
the Firemen’s of Newark and some of 
its affiliations, one of the companies at 








which the Milwaukee resolution was 





aimed, because of its policy of appoint- 
ing bank agencies. 
The full text of the Lansing endorse- 
ment follows: 
“The Lansing 


Insurance Exchange 


| endorses the stand of the National Asso- 


ciation of Insurance Agents as stated 
in the so-called Milwaukee resolution 
which is as follows: 


“(The 
quoied. ) 

“We further recommend that the ex- 
ecutive committee enlarge its activities 
to include the investigation of all com- 
panies whose practices are intentionally 
and continuously in violation of the 
principles of the American agency sys 
tem.” 

Of the 


Milwaukee resolution is then 


members of the resolutions 
committee George M. Goodell, chait- 
man, represents the Firemen’s; W. E 
Church, National Ben Franklin and 
Guard; R. Guy Brownson, Firemens 
Underwriters, and Stratton Insurance 
Agency, Mechanics. 

The Michigan Association of Insut- 
ance Agents also unanimously endorsed 
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the Milwaukee resolution at its conven- 


tion here in October and before and} 


since that time a number of local boards 
have given their approval. 


PRINCIPLES MUST BE UPHELD 


President R. C. Sherman of the Illinois 
Association of Insurance Agents 
Speaks at Regional Meeting 


EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL., Dec. 16.— 
The first regional meeting held by the 
Illinois Association of Insurance Agents 
took place today. President R. C. Sher- 
man of the association, a prominent local 
agent at Waukegan, Ill., delivered the 
main address. He referred to the prin- 





R. C. SHERMAN 


President Illinois Association of Insur- 
ance Agents 


ciple of ownership of expirations as one 
of the fundamental planks in the plat- 
form of the agency organization. Local 
agents see the necessity of defending 
their property rights. He regretted that 
while practically every company doing 
an agency business in the country has 
subscribed to this principle, the North- 
western National has challenged the 
local agents on this subject. He said 
that while the company has circularized 
its agents several times on this subject, 
never for once has it declared itself as 
unreservedly recognizing the agent as 
the sole and absolute owner of his ex- 
pirations. It has qualified every declara- 
tion it has made, he said. 
Firemen’s Is Criticized 

Another of the primary principles of 
the organization is the protection of an 
agent’s rights in his territory. In other 
words, local agents protest against com- 
panies writing over their heads in the 
territory for which they are licensed. 


UNDERWRITER 





He also decried the appointment of 
banks and other financial institutions as 
local agents, because these institutions 
use their position as money lenders to 
extract insurance from the regular chan- 
nels. He said that another company is 


in violation of this principle, namely 
the Firemen’s of New Jersey. Despite 


the protests of the local agents and the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, it announces that it will use all 
means to defeat the local agents in their 
attempt to swing it in line. He said that 
the agency association is opposed to 
multiple agencies and underwriters an- 
nexes. It is encouraging anti-rebate and 
anti-discrimination laws. 


Condemned Separation Movement 


President Sherman declared that the 
separation movement was the greatest 
evil that had been thrust on the local 
agents. He said regarding this, “from 
my point of view nothing worse could 
have happened to the local agents than 
to have had this thing take place. The 
very companies that are singing the praises 
of holiness to themselves and which 
are broadcasting their allegiance to the 
local agents are the ones that have com- 
mitted this transgression against the 
agents. Can you not see the necessity 
of an organization of such large numbers 
and so welded together in unity of 
thought, that when a condition arises, 
which is detrimental to our interests. 
we should be able to stand up for our 
rights and demand proper recognition?” 


Needs More Members 


President Sherman asserted that IIlli- 
nois with 3,000 agents should have one 
of the strongest associations in the coun- 
try, but at present it has but 450 mem- 
bers. This meeting was the first of sev- 
eral regional gatherings to build up the 
state and local associations. 

The East St. Louis meeting was 
attended by about 40 agents, the towns 
represented including Alton, East St. 
Louis, Venice, Granite City, Belleville, 
Litchfield, Mascoutah and Gillespie. 

It was presided over by S. D. Sexton, 
Jr.. a vice-president of the state body. 
Other speakers included Ed W. Twen- 
hoefel, Belleville, member state organi- 
zation committee; J. A, Giberson, Alton, 
former state president, and Maj. Thomas 
L. Fekete, Jr., of East St. Louis, member 
of the state legislature. 


Wants Qualification Law 


Mr. Fekete spoke on an agents quali- 
fication law, informing the agents they 
would have to unite if they hoped to 
get the state lawmakers to put through 
such a measure. He also warned them 
of the menace of state insurance being 
urged by some lawmakers. 

Mr. Giberson stressed the necessity of 
every agent in the state joining the 
association and declared that if any 
movement for the betterment of the pro- 
fession was to be successful it was up 
to the individual agent to do his part 
by cleaning his own office first and that 
resolutions passed at state conventions, 
ete., were worthless if they were not 
backed up by real action on the part of 
the agents themselves. 

A special committee was appointed to 
reorganize the East St. Louis Fire Under- 
writers Association. This committee is 


composed of Edward 

Tissier and Frank Miller. 
The next regional meeting will be held 

at Ottawa. The date has not been set 


Hissrich, Louis 


REPORT ON PORT HURON LOSS 





Michigan Inspection Bureau Cites Haz- 
ards Shown in $500,000 Elevator 
Fire Last Week 


PORT HURON, Mich., Dec. 16 
The Michigan Inspection Bureau has is- 
sued a report on the $500,000 loss at 
the Grand Trunk elevator ‘here last 
week, showing some of the hazards in 
volved in such risks. The fire was not 
discovered until early in the morning 
following a heavy day’s work, but it is 
believed that over-taxing of equipment 
the day before was the cause of the fire 
During the day work had been stopped 
at one time due to the detection of the 
odor of warm dust. No fire was dis 
covered, however, and work 


was con 
tinued. A grain barge was being un- 
loaded and extra efforts were being 


made to complete the work in order that 
another trip could be made before pre- 
vented by ice. Fire was discovered 
early in the morning in the elevator 
head or boot and some time was lost 
through the watchman endeavoring to 
nut the fire out himself. The fire was 
well under way before the fire depart- 
ment arrived and two dust explosions 
spread the fire rapidly beyond control. 
The grain barge caught fire and was se- 
riously damaged. Lack of equipment, 
insufficient water supply and deficient 
pressure and no fire boats handicapped 
the efforts of the fire department. The 
iron clading on the unexposed crib 
elevator proved a handicap in fighting 
the fire. Not as much grain was sal 
vaged as should have been, as no salvage 
efforts were made until the second day. 
Insurance of $78,000 was carried on the 
building in the Underwriters Grain As- 
sociation, with a total loss. Insurance 
of $325,500 was carried on stock in the 
Underwriters Grain Association, with 
an approximate loss of 90 per cent. 
Other stock companies carried $181,000 
under binders to cover grain in the ele- 
vator being taken from the barge, one- 
third of which had been transferred 
One carload of oats was destroyed, with 
no insurance. There was $105,000 1n- 
surance on the barge, Alex Maitland, 
the exact loss on which is not known. 





Rearden Announces Committees 


President W. B. Rearden of the 
Illinois State Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, has announced the committees for 
the year. A. S. Jacobs of the Queen 
is reappointed chairman of the speakers 
committee. R. W. Tapper of the Rhode 
Island is chairman of the scout com- 
mittee. A. C. Wallace of the New 
Hampshire is chairman of the public 
buildings inspection committee. C, J. 
Lingenfelder of the Fidelity-Phenix 
is chairman of the fire waste contest 
committee. J. W. Harding of the 
Millers National is chairman of the 
moving picture committee. President 


Rearden states that it is the intention 
of the association to make Illinois one 
of the leading states in the fire pre- 
vention movement. The organization is 
making arrangements for a large num- 
ber of inspections this year. Plans are 
now being consummated by the scout 
committee for an inspection of Cham- 
paign and Urbana sometime during 
January. 


Plan Regulation of Oil Burners 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 16—Probability 
that a new state law to regulate the in- 
stallation and maintenance of oil-burning 
devices for furnaces is seen, following 
the meeting here last week of more than 
40 fire department officials and repre- 
sentatives of equipment makers with 
Charles V. Lanex, chief of the fire mar- 
shal’s division. After an extensive dis- 
cussion of the situation it was agreed 
to appoint a committee to draft proper 
regulations and they will either be in- 
cluded in the fire marshal’s regular 
safety code or will be presented to the 
legislature, which convenes next month, 
to be incorporated in a specific act. 

The conferees agreed that some definite 
rules should be established as existing 
regulations, which are wholly municipal 
as yet, vary widely. Several fires have 
already occurred in the state from faulty 
installation of the new furnace equip- 
ment 


Plan Waterworks Improvements 


Tentative plans for a new water sup- 
ply system at Boonville, Ind., were pre- 
sented to the Business Men’s Association 
at its last meeting by the mayor and 
city attorney. The general plan is for 
the waterworks to be transferred to a 
private corporation composed of from 
12 to 15 business men of the city. This 
corporation will mortgage the property 
and issue bonds for the improvement and 
then turn the property back in its en- 
tirety to the original waterworks cor- 
poration controlled by the city of Boon- 
ville. This will be permitted by a law 
passed at the last session of the Indiana 
state legislature. 

The pipe line from the new lake, sev- 
eral miles southeast of Oakland City, 
Ind., connecting the lake with the old 
waterworks reservoir at Oakland City, 
Ind., has just been completed. For years 
Oakland City has been short of water 
and this has hampered the industrial de- 
velopment of the city. The new supply, 
it is computed, would be sufficient for a 
city 20 times as large as Oakland City. 


Loss at Sullivan, Ind. 


TERRE HAUTE, IND. Dec. 16—The 
value of hose coupling standardization 
was again demonstrated last week when 
the Terre Haute fire department was 
called upon for assistance in checking a 
$150,000 fire in Sullivan, Ind. The In- 
diana Inspection Bureau recently re- 
threaded the hose and hydrant couplings 
according to the standard adopted 
throughout the state. The fire originated 
apparently in the Masonic lodge rooms 
on the top floor of the Citizens Trust 
Company building, the largest and finest 
structure in Sullivan. After the Sullivan 
firemen had fought it for an hour with- 
out success, the Terre Haute department 
was appealed to and had the fire under 
control within about an hour. They made 
the 26-mile run in 28 minutes. 

Among the firms which suffered dam- 
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AMERICAN GENERAL HOME OFFICE BUILDING 
326 NORTH MICHIGAN BOULEVARD 


C. A. FARWELL, Managing Underwriter 


An American Company for 
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* (Contemplating entering 
other states. 


Applications for general 
agencies will receive con- 
s sideration. 
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Company INCORPORATED - 1872 Company 


STATEMENT JANUARY 1, 1924 
CAPITAL 


$12,500,000.00 


RESERVE FOR ALL OTHER LIABILITIES 


21.316,.680.16 


NET SURPLUS 


12,465,360.86 
46.282,041.02 


LOSSES PAID POLICY HOLDERS 


 $154,469,515.82 


SURPLUS FOR THE PROTECTION OF POLICY HOLDERS 


$24,965,360.86 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
C. R. STREET, Vice-President W. L. LERCH, Manager 
13th Floor, Straus Building, Chicago 


MARINE DEPARTMENT 
NEW YORK—Wm. H. McGee & Co., General Agents, 15 William Street 
SAN FRANCISCO—George L. West, Manager, 220 Sansome Street 
CHICAGO—Wnm. H. McGee & Co., Gen’! Agts., Insurance Exchange Bldg. 
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TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
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age were the Citizens Trust Company, 
Masonic lodge, the Sullivan “Union,” 
newspaper; the Wabash Valley Electric 
Company, McKinley-Braden electric and 
radio store, Christian Science reading 
room and offices and dwellings on the 
second floor of the trust building. 


Four Arrests in Arson Case 


Four persons have been arrested in 
connection with the burning of a barbe- 
cue and refreshment establishment north 
of Danville, Ill, Oct. 11. They are H. 
Earl Stevens, former assistant manager 
of the Capitol theater at Clinton, Ind., 
his wife, Grace Stevens; Lyman R. Kidd, 
owner of the burned building, and his 
wife, Edna Kidd. 

Kidd voluntarily gave himself up last 
week and signed a written confession im- 
plicating his wife and Mr. and Mrs. 
Stevens. It is said that he confessed to 
Danville police that a piano, a showcase 
and several other articles were removed 
from the building, which was then sat- 
urated with gasoline and set on fire. A 
few days later he is said to have visited 
his insurance agent and made claim for 
the $1,000 insurance carried, which is 
said to have been paid two weeks later. 


Change in Menominee Agency 


A change has been effected in the 
Service Agency of Menominee, Mich., by 
which the contract held by Rufus M. 
Foster has been terminated and reorgan- 
ization of the Service Agency effected 
The new owners are Halsey B. Moulton, 
formerly associated with Joseph Label- 
lois as operator of the Menominee Insur- 
ance Agency; Robert J. Hutchinson and 
Robert C. Hitchon, of Marinette, Wis. 
The new owners will maintain the name | 
Service Agency, but will take out arti- 
cles of incorporation. Mr. Moulton will 
continue as special agent for the Detroit 
National. 


Remove Menace Under Gambling Act 


LANSING. MICH., Dec. 16—Michigan 
supreme court, in ruling last week that 
the Voorhies-Bahorski anti-gambling law 
is unconstitutional and void, cleared up 
for the time being a peculiar situation in 
which all forms of insurance except life 
are claimed to have been actually ren- 
dered technically illegal in Michigan. Al- 
though no insurance men had been 
threatened with prosecution under the 
act, many of them consider the death of 
the law removes a stigma from the busi- 
ness. The “catch” wording of the open- 
ing clause in the act is the one it is sald 


outlawed most forms of insurance in the 
state. This paragraph made illegal the 
taking of money to be repaid contingent 
on any happening, “the outcome of which 
is not definitely known.” 





Collections the Main Issue 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 16—Indiana 
field men of fire companies pretty gener- 
ally have instructions to make agency 
balance collections the main issue for the 
present. Reports indicate that collec- 
tions are pretty fair and that balances 
are coming in more easily than for some 
time past. 


Port Huron Rates Reduced 


PORT HURON, MICH., Dec. 16—Lower- 
ing of this city’s fire insurance rates and 
a favorable report on the city by the 
National Board came last week directly 
on the heels of one of the most costly 
fires in Port Huron’s history when the 
Grand Trunk elevator was totally de- 
stroyed and a steel barge damaged, with 
a total loss of $500,000. Combined effect's 
of the fire and the underwriters’ report 
moved the city council later in the week 
to move toward complying with recom- 
mendations made in the report with a 
view to cutting still further the city’s 
insurance rating. The city was advised 
during the week by the Michigan Inspec- 
tion Bureau that its classification had 
been advanced from Class 3 to Class 2% 
and that, following another inspection 
by the bureau, new insurance rates 
would be made effective. The aim of the 
city now is to attain a Class 2 rating 
with resultant lower rates. 


Indiana Notes 


meeting of the Indiana 
in Indian- 


The monthly 
Insurance Society was held 
apolis Monday. 

I. D. Goss, superintendent of the Con- 
tinental’s western farm department, and 
Charles H. Smith, superintendent of the 
Hartford’s western improved risk depart- 
ment, were in Indianapolis Monday. 

Evansville, Ind., is now wrestling with 
the question of city zoning and Percy 
M. Logsdon, local insurance man, is one 
of the men who are active in the move 
to have the city adopt the system. He 
kas made addresses on the subject before 
several civie clubs. 

George T. Wells and John Baker have 
formed a partnership at Boonville, Ind., 
to write all kinds of insurance, the 
name of the new firm being the Wells- 
Baker Insurance Agency. Mr. Wells is 
recovering from the attack of apoplexy 
that he sustained over a year ago while 
seated in his office in Boonville. 
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GIVES FIRE INSURANCE FACTS | 
Fergus Falls Minn., “Tribune” Refutes 
Wild Statements as to Companies’ 
Profits in State 





The Fergus Falls “Tribune,” Fergus 
Falls, Minn., has undertaken the com- 
mendable task of setting some of the 
other papers in that state right in re- 
gard to some of the wild statements 
they have printed as to the “profits” of 
fire insurance companies in that state. 
The editorial printed by the “Tribune” 
says: 

A rather startling statement went the | 
rounds of country newspapers of Min- | 
nesota a few weeks ago, to the effect 
that the fire insurance companies doing 
business in this state got away with 
enormous profits last year. 

The figures were not correct, but they 
were not intentionally incorrect, nor, in- 
deed, very misleading as to the relative 
receipts and expenditures, except— 

Except that they gave the total pre- 
mium receipts, and the total losses, and 
announced the difference between the 
two as “profits.” This difference was a 
little under $4,500,000, which would, for 
a fact, have been a tidy little profit, if it 
actually had been secured. 

The humorous feature is that the 
newspapers allowed not one cent for ex- 
pense of doing business! Arithmetic is 
not the strong point of the average edi- 
tor or he would not be an editor, but he 
khows better than that. He knows from 
his own experience that if he receives 
in a year $10,000 and returns $6,000 in 
gifts, premiums, prize automobiles, char- 
ity and the like, the remaining $4,000 is 
not profit. He remembers the weekly | 


| rect 


| tribution 


| salvage 


| the 


pay roll, the cost of paper, and two or 
three other little items like rent, taxes, 
light, heat, power, ink, oil, repairs, tele- 
phone, postage, freight, drayage depre- 
ciation, interest’ and some 73 other 
charges, all to be deducted before he 


can get any salary or profit. 


So many newspapers have printed or 
commented on the misleading and absurd 
statement referred to above that it seems 
worth while to give accurate figures, in 
the hope that some editors will have the 
fairness to copy them, or at least to cor- 
what they originally thought was 
the “profit” of the insurance companies. 

In 1923 the fire premiums paid in Min- 
nesota were $12,504,436. The losses paid 
were $8,388,525. The balance, for ex- 
penses and profits, was $4,115,911. 


Gives Expense Distribution 


Large figures are confusing. The dis- 
of the total receipts can more 
understandingly be put into percentages. 

Of each dollar received, 67 cents went 
to pay losses; local agents received 21% 
cents; field men (supervision, inspection, 
travel), 7 cents; gross earnings tax, 2 
cents; other taxes, fees, fire marshal, 
corps, 4 cents; rating bureau, 
under the law, 1% cents; 
branch offices, federal taxes, 
postage, etc., 10 cents. 


conducted 
home and 
rents, clerk hire, 


Shows Underwriting Loss 


All the rest of the dollar is profit and 
is paid to the stockholders. 

If the above percentage expenses are 
added, it will be found that for every 
dollar received in this state in premiums 
last year, $1.13 was paid in actual ex- 
pense. In other words, the state owes 
companies nearly $1,400,00 on last 
year’s business, without a dollar of profit. 

The above figures are authentic. Every 
editor who made the absurd misstate- 
ments of September and October last 
can verify them. The authority used is 
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that standard manual of insurance, “Fire 
Insurance by States.” 


NO ROW OVER THE INSURANCE 


Alex G. Dana of Fond du Lac, Wis., 
Explains System of Distribution 
of Insurance to Agencies 


Alex G. Dana, head of the Dana 
Agency at Fond du Lac, Wis., feels that 
an explanation is due the agents of that 
city and the county board of supervisors 
in regard to distribution of fire insur- 
ance on county property. The report 
recently printed stated that steam roller 
tactics were employed by the county 
board and that a stormy session ensued 
when the question of distributing the 
insurance came up. Mr. Dana says: 

In fairness to our county board and the 
local agents, I feel it my duty to refute 
the report and convey to you the true 
facts in the case. Our county board has 
always placed its insurance in stock com- 


auto insurance for Wisconsin. 


panies represented by legitimate local | 


agents in the county. Every agent nas 
been recognized with a fair proportion 
of the insurance involved, generally 
awarded in proportion to the size of the 
respective agencies. The 
there was a row over county insurance 
is absolutely untrue. 

No doubt the report emanated from tne 
fact that a small portion of the county 
insurance, and only a fair proportion, 
was awarded to a member of the county 


A supervisor from out of town simply 
raised the question about the chairman 
of the board writing insurance on county 
buildings. In order that no _ criticism 


who has been a good county officer, and 
plays the insurance game fairly, his por- 
tion of the insurance was placed with 
his son, who is also a licensed agent. 


Decision in Leasehold Case 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 16.—In the first 
case to come before the courts here in- 
volving the determination of a leasehold 
or rental value policy, District Judge 
Hanft last week directed a verdict for 
$8,462.80 against five fire companies in 
favor of J. W. Unton and O. E. Shearer, 


report that | 


A driver’s 
license law and a lien law were held out 
as substitutes. 

The advisory council also voted un- 
qualified endorsement of the “Milwaukee 
resolution” and went on record as ad- 
vocating renewed subscription to this 
resolution and to National Association 
principles by every local board in the 
state. Eleven local boards were repre- 
sented at the meeting, which was at- 
tended by 15 delegates from all parts 
of the state, headed by Earl E. Fisk, 
Greén Bay, president of the state asso- 
ciation. 


Milwaukee Board’s Dinner Meeting 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 16—The first 
evening dinner meeting ever sponsored 
by the Milwaukee Board, held last week, 
was so successful, 165 members being 
present, that the board voted to conduct 
all regular monthly meetings for the re- 
mainder of the winter as dinner meet- 
ings. W. B. Calhoun, president of the 
board, acted as chairman and toastmas- 
ter. Emil P. Hunkel, secretary of the 
board, spoke on “Know Your Own Busi- 
ness,” dealing with securities and inti- 
mate agency problems. 

The next meeting will be held Jan. 14. 
Compulsory automobile insurance will be 
the topic. 


Hearing on Farmers Receivership 


DICKINSON, N. D., Dec. 16—Affairs of 
the Farmers of Dickinson, now in re- 
ceiver’s hands, are being examined in 
district court before Judge Pugh. The 


ape , |; matter is before the court on an order 
board who is in the insurance business. | . 


from the judge to Lyall B. Merry, ap- 
pointed receiver Jan. 23, 1924, to file a 
report on the assets of the company the 


| day he became receiver including all acts 


: : | of the receiver and disbursements, and 
could be directed against the chairman, | 2 


other information. Wesley Styles. repre- 


|} senting the insurance commissioner, is 


present. In a petition of Commissioner 
Olsness, forwarded to the district court 
by the attorney general's office, the re- 
moval of Mr. Merry as receiver is asked 

In asking for a new receiver the commis- 


| sioner says that the receiver “has made 


no effort to collect stockholders’ notes, 


| including those of his father, that he has 


doing business as the Keewayden Hotel | 
Company at Lake Minnetonka. The hotel | 


was destroyed by fire May 18. 


The companies contested the claim on | 
the grounds that there was no value to |} 
the leasehold insured and that the agent | 


who wrote the business did not have a 
correct understanding of the coverage 
granted. The court held, however, that 
the companies were bound by an agree- 
ment entered into by the agent, which 
estimated the value of the lease, above 


the rental, at $10,000. He, therefore, ruled | 


that the insurance companies had con- 
sidered the excess increase as valuable 
property and had accepted the premiums, 


| mature, 


and thus they were liable for the amount | 


of loss. The companies involved were 
the Liverpool & London & Globe, Han- 
over, North British & Mercantile, St. Paul 
Fire & Marine and Twin City Fire. 


Duluth Board’s Annual Meeting 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 16—Members of 
the Duluth Underwriters Association will 
hold their annual meeting on Jan. 12. 
The reports tio be presented are expected 
to be gratifying all along the line, set- 
ting out good results in solving the var- 
ious problems that cropped up. 





A. M. Powell Dead 


Albert M. Powell, well-known insur- 
ance, loan and real estate agent of 
Devil’s Lake, N. D., died last week after 
a brief illness. Mr. Powell first entered 
the insurance business in 1888, but sold 
out to his son to assume the duties of 
county treasurer in 1917. He reaffiliated 
with the Powell Agency in 1921, and con- 
tinued with it until the time of his death. 
Mr. Powell was deeply interested in 
civic affairs. He is survived by his wife, 
Elsie M. Powell, and seven children. 


Wisconsin Advisory Council Meets 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 16—Compul- 
sory auto insurance was discussed by the 
advisory council of the Wisconsin Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents at its meet- 
ing in Milwaukee last’ week. Members 
of the advisory council expressed them- 
selves as unanimously opposed to the 


| the inspections. 


insisted on cancelling all the outstanding 
policies against the company upon a 
short term basis and that he has failed 
to file required reports.” 

Affairs of the company are scheduled 
for a hearing Dec, 22. 


Wisconsin Inspection Plans 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 16.—Eight 
Wisconsin cities of importance will be 
inspected before June, 1925, by members 
of the Wisconsin State Fire Prevention 
Association, if plans devised by that or- 
ganization at its executive meeting here 
Cc. W. Hutchinson, state agent 
for the Pennsylvania Fire and secretary 
of the state association, is in correspond- 
ence with leading fire prevention workers 
in various cities of the state, lining up the 
local organization necessary to put over 
The cities in which in- 
spection is contemplated are Chippewa 





| Falls, Green Bay, De Pere, La Crosse, 


j}and Fond du Lac. 
| ciation 


Racine, Wisconsin Rapids, Stevens Point 
Last year the asso- 
successfully conducted inspec- 
tions in leading Wisconsin cities, result- 
ing in a general reduction in insurance 
rates in the cities inspected and a bet- 
tering of fire protection and elimination 
of hazards. The first city to be inspected 
under the plan is Chippewa Falls. The 
tentative date for the association inspec- 
tion of that city has been set at Jan. 14. 


Minnesota Notes 


J. J. Kies, local agent at Worthing- 
ton, Minn., was accidentally killed Dec. 
8 when a shotgun slipped from his car 
and was discharged. 

Clarence Jesten, member of the Fevig- 
Jesten insurance agency, Moorhead, 
Minn., is a candidate for election as city 
treasurer at the Feb. 17 municipal elec- 
tion. 

E. R. Lindholm, formerly associated 
with R. M. Ritchie & Co., in the Insur- 
ance Exchange, Duluth, Minn., has left 
that office to go with a general agency 
at Madison, Wis. A resolution express- 
ing regret over his removal from the 
city was passed at the last executive 


| committee meeting of the Duluth Under- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


principle of compulsory state insurance | 


of any kind and, at this time, particu- 
larly against the proposed compulsory 


| 


writers’ Association. 


Drop Forest Fire Prosecutions 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 16—Prosecution 
has been dropped in the cases of more 
than 200 northern Minnesota settlers, 
accused by the United States department 
of justice of having filed fraudulent 
claims aggregating $2,000,000 for dam- 
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FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 
AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan, East Lansing 
CASHMAN & EVANS, General Agents, Colorado, Denver 
R E. EISERT, State Agent, Western Ohio, W. A. SEAVER, State Agent for Eastern 
Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 
ALFRED PAULL & SON, General Agents for West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 
F. G. HERMAN, State Agent, Indiana and Kentucky, Indianapolis, Ind. 
O. T. PRICE, State Agent, Missouri, Kansas City, Mo. 
CLAUDE W. SHERWIN, State Agent, Kansas and Oklahoma, Wichita, Kans. 
E. S. FREEMAN, State Agent for lowa and Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 
J. D. LA TEER, State Agent, Illinois, 227 Hippodrome Building, Peoria, IIL 
W. J. CISCEL, State Agent for Wisconsin and Mi ta, 544 Jack Street, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

















Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Wheeling, Weet Virginia 
Capital $200, 000.00 Surplus to Policyholders $344,125.76 
&. STRA Seey. WM. V. FISC » Asst. 


Secy. C. W. VOELLGER, State Agomt 








PROVIDENT 


Fire Insurance Company 


A New Hampsuire Corporation 
Executive Offices 
83, Maiden Lane, New Yorx 
Jas. B. Tallman, General Agent, Insurance Exchange Bldg., Chicago, III. 
C. D. Livingston, General Agent, Dime Bank Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 


F. B. White, State Agent, Federal Reserve Bank Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
a 2 Porter, State Agent, Gas & Electric Building, Denver, Colo. 








National Inspection Company 


Incorporated 1903 


This corporation reports on the underwriting aspects of heavy manu- 
facturing and mercantile properties throughout the following states: 


Michigan Indiana Kansas 
Wisconsin — Kentucky 
Minnesota Nebraska Tennessee 
Ohio Missouri Oklahoma 
Managed by 
J. G. Hubbell H. B. Chrissinger R. L. Thiele 
223 West Jackson Bivd., Chicage, Illincis 








ARCHITECTS IN INSURANCE PROBLEMS 


L. A. Wiweke & Co. 


(Pronounced: Wee-wich) 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 


EXCE S S « Treaties for General FIRE—Automohile BLANKET Fire—Auto- 
e mobile and General Public Liability—Worttrrren’s Compensation 
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INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF THE 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Fire—Lightning Windstorm 
Tourist Baggage Automobile 
Inland Transportation Parcel Post 


Use and Occupancy Rent Insurance 


Acquire 


THE OLD “STATE OF PENN” 








406 FORT STREET, WEST - += = = = 


THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $364,993.52 
DETROIT, MICh. 











WINNIPEG’S 
New — First Class — Downtown and Leading Hotel 


he ##larlborough 


240 Rooms— 220 Baths— Sample Rooms 


Within three minutes of all Insurance Offices and Agencies 


and Conter of 
Fimancial, Wholesale, Shopping and Theater District. 


R. H. Webb, Manager 
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FIELD BOOKS 


Now is the time for state and special agents to get new leaves for 


their field books, or possibly start new books on an improved form. 


Rough Notes Loose Leaf Form 
Parson’s Loose Leaf Form 


For Sale by 
THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 
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| ages in the $75,000,000 forest fire in Octo- 


} ment 


ber, 1918. Factors before the govern- 
in reaching its decision 


later modification of claims by many of 


| the claimants as well as lack of evidence. 


|} than $12,000,000 on forest fire claims 
|} growing out of the 1918 fires, which | 
| wiped out whole cities in the Moose 
Lake area and even burned down the 


Final details in the case are to be dis- 
posed of by the department of justice at 
Washington in the next two weeks. 

In all the government paid out more 


| Lester park section in Duluth. The plain- 


| tiffs claimed 


| istration, 
| from the 


that the railroads, then 
operated by the federal railroad admin- 
set the fires through sparks 
locomotives. When the first 
court decision upheld the contention that 
the government was liable, there was a 
rush of claims that brought the total up 


to $40,000,000. 





Wisconsin Notes 


Lord of Waupaca, Wis., has 
insurance business to Peter 


Irving P. 
sold his 
Holst. 

M. I. Parker, chief engineer of the 
Wisconsin Inspection Bureau, with Mrs. 
Parker and their little child, have left 
for Waterville, Kan., to spend Christmas 
with Mr. and Mrs. Parker’s parents in 
that city. 

Mrs. S. F. Bissell, wife of the special 
agent for Hartford Fire in Wisconsin, 
who was confined to her home by a se- 
rious illness the past few weeks, is im- 
proving rapidly, and will soon be com- 
pletely recovered. 


A change has been made in the Haldi- 
man & Webb agency, Blanchardsville, 
Wis. T. J. Webb has retired, selling his 
interest to his partner, John C. Haldi- 
man, who will continue the agency un- 
der his own name, and as sole owner. 


Felix Penn, junior partner in the gen- 
eral insurance agency of A. F. Penn & 
Son, Ashland, Wis., and Miss Viola Hare, 
for two years an employe of the Penn 
agency, were married there recently. 
Mr. Penn will take over his father’s in- 


| terest in the agency. 


D. R. Swain, general agent of the 


| Hartford Livestock, spent several days in 


' son. 


| Insurance 


Milwaukee last week, visiting regular 
Hartford agents. Wisconsin was the last 
state in the Union to be converted from 
the livestock agency system to the new 
method by which the livestock line is 
being handled by Hartford farm agents. 
R. E. Brandenberg, secretary-treasurer 
the Concordia, has returned from a 
visit to northwest territory. Most of his 


of 


time was spent in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. Herman Ambos, vice-president of 
the company, is also back at his desk 
after having spent several days in at- 


tendance at the Bureau-Union court ac- 


; tion in Kansas. 


Jesse D. Carr, prominent local agent 
at Oshkosh, Wis., died suddenly last 
week from heart failure. The Wisconsin 


Club was represented at the 
funeral by W. S. Audiss of the State of 
Pennsylvania. W. B. Erfert of the Crum 
& Forster group, Ray Hutchinson of the 
Boston, and G. A. Strassen of the Amer- 
ican, vice-president of the club. 

Walter J. Wilde, member of the Mar- 
tin Wilde & Co. insurance and real es- 
tate agency, Milwaukee, has been nom- 
inated by President Coolidge as collec- 
tor of customs of Milwaukee. His name 
is now before the senate for confirma- 
tion. Mr. Wilde has been prominent in 
civie affairs, having served for 15 years 
as chief deputy clerk in the municipal, 
district and juvenile courts of the city. 


Dakota Notes 


Fire at Bovee, S. D., completely de- 
stroyed the hardware store of F. L. Lar- 
The fire is believed to have started 


| from 


included | 


defective wiring. The loss was 


covered by insurance. 


Alfred Dale, who has been with the 
Nerth Dakota state hail insurance de 
partment and formerly was employed in 
the board of administration during a 
League administration, has been selecte@ 
by C. A. Fisher of Valley City for deputy 
State treasurer, it is understood. 


At the first dancing party of the sea- 
son for Fargo members of the Dakota 
Blue Goose, the committee in charge was 
composed of Harry Paulson, Harry 
Luckey and George Rennix. The next 
party will be held Jan. 2. Four danc- 
ing parties have been planned to be held 


| during the winter months. 


|} rates 


A great saving in obtaining low fire 
and lower insurance rates has 
been effected by the Cando, N. D., volun- 
teer fire department. This organization 


| has been self-supporting since its organ- 


ization in 1895 and in addition to build- 
ing an addition to the city auditorium, 
has bought and equipped a triple com- 


| bination hose wagon. 
The Yankton, S. D., fire department 
resorted to bobsleds and horses, in or- 


| age. 


| lision 


der to be prepared for calls, during the 
heavy snow storm of Sunday and Mon- 
day. With the snow about two feet deep 
on the level in the streets, and drifted 
two or three times that depth in places, 
it became manifest that auto fire trucks 
w _ be at a disadvantage in case of a 
Call, 

The R, V. McMichael Motor company 
garage at Wahpeton, N. D., and 30 auto- 
mobiles were destroyed by one of the 
most disastrous fires in the history of 
Wahpeton. The origin of the fire has 
not been ascertained nor the total dam- 
Mr. McMichael estimated the loss 
of the motor company at $15,000, above 
insurance. The checkup on cars is in- 
complete, a large percentage being in- 
sured, 


Missouri Notes 


Fred W. Phillips of Springfield, presi- 
dent of the Missouri Association of In- 
Surance Agents, was a St. Louis visitor 
the past week. 

Edgar H. Smythe, 45 years old, insur- 
ance man connected with Weisenborn & 
Reynolds agency, St. Louis, Mo., is in 
the St. Louis City Hospital in a very 
critical condition as the result of a col- 
between his automobile and a 
street car. Mr. Smythe’s car was com- 
pletely wrecked. His left arm was frac- 


;| tured and crushed so badly it was nec- 


| business in 


} nent in 


essary to amputate it above the elbow. 
He also suffered a fractured skull and 
was badly cut and bruised about the 
face and head. 

fowa Notes 


Cc. M. Phillips has sold his insurance 
Guthrie Center, Ia., on ac- 
count of failing health, to P. E. Moore, 
who has a well established insurance 
husiness in that place. 


The Mill Owners Mutual of Des Moines 
has written the full fire and tornado 
policy on lowa Wesleyan College. The 
policy carries $194,000 fire insurance and 
$97,000 tornado insurance. 


The rooms in the state house at Des 
Moines that afford offices for the Iowa 
insurance department have recently un- 
dergone a complete renovation. Ceilings 
and walls have been redecorated, new 
carpets provided and a general trans- 
formation effected. 


Ralph D. Hawkes of Audubon, promi- 
insurance circles in western 
Iowa, was found dead on the ground near 
the exhaust of his automobile which he 
had driven into one of the empty build- 
ings on the county fair grounds. Mr. 
Hawkes was prominent in his home town 
and in western Iowa politics, having 
been chosen a presidential elector in the 
late election. 














Contingent Commissions 


Now is the time to insure your earned profits and be 





guaranteed against loss at the end of the year. 


We are prepared to place such risks under an ap- 


proved form at equitable rates. 


MARSH & MCLENNA 


175 W. Jackson Boulevard, CHICAGO 
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IOWA BUSINESS IS IMPROVING 


Marked Revival Noted, Especially in 
Smaller Communities, Since 
the Election 


DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 16.—Field 
men who have visited small towns and 
rural sections of the state since the elec- 
tion report a most optimistic condition 
since the results have become known. 
The claim is made that many farmers 
who voted for certain radicals did it as 
a protest and with no thought of chang- 
ing general results and such are well 
pleased with the outcome. Close 
servers aver that business conditions in 
strictly rural communities have ma- 











Keep Good Company 


Write for the agency of one of 
these dependable companies. 


Our service means sending a 
field man when the agent wants 


help. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


941 Insurance Exchange 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Fire Association 
Victory Ins. Co. 
Reliance Ins. Co. 


ALL OF PHILADELPHIA 

















Automobile insurance has 
developed with great rapidity 
during the last few years. 
Many new and difficult pro- 
blems arise daily. The 
Hanover is well-equipped to 
handle these problems. 


Ask 


The Hanover 
Fire Insurance Company 


New York Chicago San Francisco 








Dayton Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co., “onto 


B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


Conservative and careful 
Management 


AGENTS WANTED 
Address Home Office 











ob- | 


terially improved in recent days and 
that merchants in small towns and even 
in the cities are ordering large stocks of 
goods, even so late in the season, in 
view of the hopeful outlook that came 


with the wholesome turn in political 
conditions. 

One prominent fire insurance man, 
who keeps a close lookout for fire 


hazards, predicated upon unsatisfactory 
trade conditions, says that he never saw 
such a general uplift from business de- 
pression as has come to pass since the 
election. In one county seat town a 
lecal agent is responsible for the state- 
ment that two store rooms in his town 
that have been vacant the past year 
have both been rented within the past 
week and already are being stocked with 
goods. 

The prices of farm products continue 
good and although Iowa has the poorest 
corn crop in a generation, higher prices 


| on this account will make up for the 


shortage. Many farmers the past month 
sold hogs for $10 per hundred or better, 
and cattle and sheep have brought un- 
usually good prices. Inasmuch as pub- 


lic sales are regarded as good business | 


barometers, prices at which things have 
sold as such the past month give as- 
surance of a hopeful turn in all farm 
activities and that means a general busi- 
ness awakening. 


Plan Year’s Work 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 16—The execu- 
tive committee of the Kansas Fire Pre- 
vention Association met here last week 


| and drew up plans for the balance of the 


fiscal year. 


The association has decided 


| to make a campaign to bring Kansas in 


| O'Neil, 


the 100 percent ranks in the inter-cham- 
ber fire waste contest and has assigned 
each of the cities still out of the contest 
to one of the members of the association, 
as follows: Oberlin, N. K. Nelson; Olathe, 
Cecil L. Davis; Pittsburg, F. L. Britton; 
Kansas City, C. H. Dachenbach; Chanute, 
Glenn D. Hussey; Independence, C. H. 
Coffeyville, W. S. Whitford; Hill 


| City, N. K. Nelson. 


The association is also rounding out its 
plans for a town inspection program and 
has definitely arranged for the first three 
months of the year. Ottawa will be in- 
spected in January, Topeka in February 
and both Kingman and Pratt in March. 
Other towns are already being ap- 
proached as to inspections in subsequent 
months and an active campaign will be 


| carried on until the close of the year in 


| locked. 


July. 





To Inspect All Schools 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 16—An in- 
spection of all schools in Kansas City 
has been ordered by Fire Chief Alex 
Henderson as the result of a report on 
conditions in Irving school as found by 
William Gardner, secretary of the fire 
patrol, This school, which houses 900 
children, was built in 1887 and is now in 
a dangerous condition. The wooden 
stairways are unsafe and the fire escapes? 
at the recent inspection were found un- 
used and unusable. The door to the roof 
which gives access to the fire escape was 
locked and the key could not be found 
for ten minutes. On the roof, the gate 
that opened onto the escape was also 
Mr. Gardner stated that condi- 
tions were equally as bad in some of the 
other school buildings. 


Improve Fire Department 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 16—A num- 
ber of improvements have been effected 


| in the Kansas City fire department by 


|which he attended 


Harry Ishum, drillmaster and 
chief of the fire department, who has 
put into practice some of the plans 
worked out at the Chicago Fire College 
last summer. The 


district 


| work has received considerable commen- 


dation in the local press. 


Don’t Favor Baker’s Hail Plan 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 16.—Superin- 
tendent Baker is not getting a very 


| favorable response to his proposal that 


the stock companies writing hail busi- 
ness in Kansas should organize a cen- 
tral adjustment bureau to handle losses. 
Mr. Baker sent out a letter early this 


| warehouses 


| eipal 


month suggesting that the hail compa- 
nies hold a meeting to see if such a plan 
could be worked out. The replies of the 
companies are just beginning to come in. 
A very small number of the letters from 
the companies show any indication of 
approval and most of the letters re- 
ceived are frankly opposed to the plan. 
It is pointed out that the central adjust- 
ment scheme works with some satisfac- 
tion with the settlement of fire losses, 
but the companies do not.regard it as 
possible to work out the same plan for 
the adjustment of hail losses. 


Kansas Rate Case Nears End 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 16.—The Kansas 
rate suit is nearing the end, The pres- 
ent week completes the ninth of con- 
tinuous taking of testimony before the 
special commissioner, Gilbert Frith. 
There was one additional week of taking 
depositions of New York insurance offi- 
cials a year ago. This week is expected 
to complete the taking of direct evj- 
dence. Then there will be a continuance 
over the holidays in which the attorneys 


for the companies will prepare what- 
ever rebuttal testimony they may care 
to offer. 


Charles Hobbs, actuary for the Kansas 
department, was on the stand last week 
and will continue on the stand the 
greater part of this week. Following 
his testimony the state expects to con- 
clude the case with the submission of 
statistical material tabulated from the 
annual statements of the companies. 





Insurance Men in C. of C. 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 16.—Three repre- 
sentatives of the insurance interests of 
Lincoln will sit for the next year as 
board members of the Lincoln chamber 
of commerce. These are Sam C. Waugh 
of the insurance department of the First 
Trust Company, Ernest C. Folsom of the 
Folsom general agency and C. C. Carlsen, 
president of the Lincoln Trust Company, 


| which has a vigorous and active insur- 


ance department covering many activi- 
ties. This election does not disturb the 
position of Maurice A. Hyde of the Se- 
curity Mutual as head of the insurance 
subdivision, which is an appointive posi- 
tion at the hands of the club officials. 


No Nebraska Selection Yet 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 16—Governor- 
elect McMullen said Monday that he had 
not made any selection as yet for head 
of the insurance bureau and that he had 
not even decided definitely whom he 
would name for the principal positions, 
the code secretaryships. The insurance 
bureau chief is a minor official in Ne- 
braska, as the legislature has classified 
them. 

There are ten insurance and real estate 
men in the lower house, according to a 
statement made by the secretary of 
state, in announcing the classifications by 
occupations of all members. This is the 
largest number in many a session. 


Big Nebraska Warehouse Loss 


GRAND ISLAND, NEB., Dec. 16—Fire 
losses totaling $750,000 were incurred in 
the burning here Monday of the ware 
houses of the Dolan Fruit Company and 
the Ulry-Talbot Company, together with 
$200,000 worth of sugar stored in the lat- 
ter house and owned by the American 
Beet Sugar Company, which operates a 
refinery here. Damage to the amount of 
$75,000 was done the building and furni- 
ture of the Koehler hotel. The Union 
Pacific passenger depot was threatened 
for a time, It is the biggest fire in the 
history of the city. Spontaneous com- 
bustion in the warehouse where the 


| sugar was stored is blamed for the blaze. 


A shifting wind first menaced and then 
saved the retail section of the city. The 
were owned by Richard 
Goehring, Sr. His loss is $100,000, with 
but $30,000 insurance. The others car- 
ried coverage that is estimated will cover 
60 percent of their losses. 


Sioux City Board Acts 
SIOUX CITY, IA., Dec. 16—At its last 


| meeting the Fire & Casualty Underwrit- 


ers of Sioux City, which embraces in its 
membership practically all of the prin- 
insurance agents of this city, 
passed a resolution binding the members 


| to a refusal to represent any company 


which persistently and continuously vio- 
lates the rules of fire and casualty insur- 
ance associations, such violations being 
officially recognized by the National As- 
sociation. 

Another resolution with intent to place 


the local agencies on the single agency 
basis was passed, the effect of which is 
to prevent any further duplication of 
agencies. This does not affect the pres- 
ent status. 


Hail Fund Has Disastrous Year 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 16—The state 
hail insurance division has closed its 


books on the most disastrous season in 
years. The completed report shows pre- 
mium receipts of $73,586.23, and losses 
paid $68,556.98. The total losses as ad- 
justed were $137,114.16, and each of the 
878 farmers who proved their damages 
got a check for 50 percent of his claim. 

The total acreage insured the past year 
was 246,055, compared with 258,876 in 
1923. The premiums in 1923 were $82,- 
761. The number of policies issued in 
1923 was 3,091 and in 1924, 2,802. The 
premiums collected this year on different 
kinds of grain were: Wheat, $29,760.30; 
corn, $32,047.73; oats, $9,910.42; rye, 
$790.02, and barley, $1,077.76. 

Nearly $45,000 of the losses were of 
farmers in the seven counties of Lan- 
easter, Platte, Boone, Merrick, Hamilton, 





‘'BREVOORT | 
HOTEL 
| CHICAGO 


Insurance Headquarters 


Madison Street 
East of La Salle 


! Brevoort Hotel upholds worthily 
the best traditions of American 
hotels famed for hospitality. 














THE 


London & Lancashire 
Insurance Company 


Limited 


of London 


CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 
Western Department 


39 S. La Salle St., Chicago, Illinois 


A. G. McILWAINE, Manager 
Hartford, Conn. 


GEORGE O. SMITH, Manager 
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An Agency Company Founded 1873 
Total Cash Assets.......... peceed $ 29,0933.9 
Total Liabilities ..........++esse0+ 86,986.93 
New Cash Surplus.......... ee * * . 
Contingent Assets .......-+.++ eee 585.05 
Total sources of Company..... 673,683.54 
Total Amount at Risk..........-. 16,229,125.00 
Total Losses Paid...... seentbodoee 912,119.@ 
Total Savings to Policyholders... 720,084.21 


E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Sec’y 


Present Rate of Dividend to Policyholders 
23 per cent. 








RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 
Non-Explosive Safety Cans and 
Automatic Oily Waste Cans 


Each can bears the label of the 

Underwriters’ Laboratories and 

the Associated Factories Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies. 


Justrite Manufacturing Co. 
2067 Southport Avenue, Chicago, IIl. 
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York and Nance. In several of these 
counties three or more hail storms were 
reported during the year, each bringing 
an avalanche of claims. 


Agency Merger at Marshalltown 


The Hull Insurance Agency at Mar- 
shalltown, Ia., has been merged with the 
Webster Agency of the same city. Frank 
L. Huil, who has been managing the 
former agency, will go to Chicago to 
join the brokerage department of Marsh 
& McLennan. The business he has just 
sold has been conducted since 1917, when 
he formed a partnership with Henry M. 
Shove. He bought Mr. Shove's interest 
early in 1918 and a few months later 
purchased the George R. Norris agency. 


Knierim, Ia., Again Hard Hit 


Four years ago fire swept the east side 
of the principal business. street of 
Knierim, Calhoun county, Ia., and last 
week the west side of the street was 
swept, except the bank building. Four 
years ago Lon Krisman, the largest mer- 
chant in the town, lost a $45,000 stock 
of goods and carried no insurance. At 
the fire last week his general store was 


/ action taken 
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again consumed and still he carried no 
insurance. The total property loss of 
this latest fire is placed at $100,000. 


Membership Drive in Iowa 
DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 16—E, E. Craw- 
ford, secretary-treasurer of the Iowa As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, is making 


a vigorous effort to collect dues for the 
coming year and to increase the mem- 
bership of the organization, He hopes 


to run the membership list up to at least 
500, and that number would be only 
about a third of the eligible list. Mr. 
Crawford is president of the Des Moines 
Underwriters Association and the regu- 
lar monthly meeting will be held this 
week, at which time it is expected a 
resolution will be passed endorsing the 
at the Milwaukee conven- 
tion. 


Mrs. Ernest Stevinson, wife of Ernest 
Stevinson of the insurance firm of C. T. 
Bowring ef London, died in New 
last week following a short illness which 
led to pneumonia. Mrs. Stevinson was on 
her first visit to this country in company 
with her husband, who had business mat- 
ters of a reinsurance nature. 


Advantageous 
Agency Openings 


The Philadelphia Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company will establish a few more agency 


connections. 


This is the kind of company it pays to repre- 
sent—a powerful organization, reliable service 
and a full line of desirable policies offering 
protection on property and commercial activi- 


ties 


PHILADELPHIA 
FIRE AND MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


1711 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

508 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

209 W. Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IIl. 

125 Trumbull Street, Hartford, Conn. 

204-14 Pine Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

Trust Company of Georgia Building, Atlanta, Ga. 








and a national vision, and 


New York. 





THE CONTROLLERS’ 


of the 


National Retail Dry Goods Association 


is considering the employment of an 


INSURANCE DIRECTOR 
The position will require personality, a wide experience 
through constructive programs. 
Write in confidence to A. N. Fraser 


Chairman of Insurance Committee 
c/o Boggs & Buhl, Pittsburgh, Penna. 


CONGRESS 


ability to create and carry 
Headquarters probably in 
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COMPULSORY AUTO PLAN UP 


Worth Agents Hear Legislator 
Who Will Propose Bill—Oppo- 
sition Is Expressed 


Fort 


FORT WORTH, TEX., Dec. 16.— 
Representative George Kemble of Fort 
Worth, who is planning to introduce a 
compulsory automobile liability insur 
ance bill at the next legislature, dis- 
cussed his proposed bill with the mem- 
bers of the Fort Worth Insurance 
Underwriters’ Association at a meeting 
of the Fort Worth association last week. 

In his talk to the insurance men, Mr. 
Kemble stated that it was his intention 
to present a bill that would insure a 


fund for the payment of damages done | 
by automobiles driven by so-called judg- 


ment proof persons. He also stated that 
it was his intentions to include in this 
bill a provision for the use by compa- 
nies of a standard policy so worded that 


the contract would make it possible for | 


damages to be collected from the insur- 
ing company without the delay of hav- 
ing to sue the individual, and that the 
insurance company be held liable 
payment regardless of who the 
might be. 

It was explained to Mr. Kemble when 


for | 
driver | 


the invitation was extended to him to | 


appear before the insurance 


that it 
surance men to take any action on his 


proposed bill at the meeting. When Mr. 
Kemble asked for suggestions from 
those present there were many ready 


to express their views. From the gen- 
eral discussion, which was led by H. A. 
Lawrence, there was no doubt but that 
the Fort Worth agents are unfavorable 
to the bill as it is now planned. 

Alvin Hines of Hines Brothers, as a 
guest of H. A. Lawrence, was an in- 
terested listener. 


To Pass on Standard Policy 

AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 16.— The 
supreme court of Texas by grant- 
ing a writ of error last week in the case 
of Thomas vs. North River Insurance 
Company, from Coleman county, placed 
itself in a position to pass on the all- 
important question of whether the 
Texas State Fire Insurance Commission 
has the right to prescribe a standard or 
unitorm policy for fire insurance. The 
court made this note in granting the ap- 
plication: “Granted on the importance 
of the question.” It will now review 
the case and hand down an opinion. 

\ claim resulted where one of four 
premium notes was due and unpaid at 
the time of the fire. Recovery was re- 
fused on the ground that the premium 
had not been paid. The point was 
raised that the State Fire Insurance 
Commission’s standard policy does not 
permit credit or extension payments, 
and answer made that the legislature 
alone can prescribe a standard policy 
and does not have the power to dele- 
gate such authority to another body. 


Hold Joint Meeting 


The Blue Goose of Houston, Tex., and 
the members of the Insurance Exchange 
held a joint meeting and luncheon Mon- 
day. The meeting was purely social, the 
program being in the nature of an en- 
tertainment rather than a business ses- 
sion. 


Bulletin on Dry Cleaning Plants 
MADISON, WIS., Dec. 16.—J. E. Florin, 


superintendent of fire prevention of the 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission, has 
just completed an investigation of the 


recent series of explosions In dry clean- 
ing plants throughout the state, and has 
issued a general bulletin covering fire 
prevention and explosion prevention 
méthods which should be employed. 

He says that the city cleaning indus- 
try as a whole seems anxious to support 
any movement which offers reasonable 


| safety to employes and property. 


meeting | 
was not the intention of the in- | 


' 


| limits 


WATER SUPPLY IS INADEQUATE 


Urges Provision for Tremendously In- 
creased Consumption of Houston 
to Retain Key Rate 


HOUSTON, TEX., Dec. 15.—W. O. 
Wood, president of the Insurance Ex 
change of Houston, Tex., has issued a 
warning of the inadequacy of the city’s 
water supply, and the consequent danger 
from fire. Figures compiled by the 
Texas Inspection Bureau show that the 
city may be without sufficient water 
next summer unless immediate action is 
taken. Houston had a maximum daily 
consumption of 18,734,000 gallons a day 
last August and a minimum of 14,746,- 
000. In 1920 there were 47 wells with a 
capacity of 28,000,000 gallons, when the 
daily consumption was about 9,000,000, 
and today the city has only 39 wells 
with a capacity of 23,000,G00, whereas 
the daily consumption averages 15,- 
000,000.. 

Figures kept by the Texas Inspection 
Bureau show that the water pressure 
averages barely half the standard of 60 
pounds ruled by the insurance commis- 


sioner. The pressure has reached the 
60 pound mark only twice within 60 
days. 


Water Commissioner House proposes 
the digging of two wells in the east 
section of the city to supply a region 
that now draws heavily on the central 
wells. He believes that wells will prove 
adequate in the future as they have in 
the past, if enough are supplied. Insur- 
ance men, on the other hand, say that 
in order to keep her present key rate, 
Houston must furnish the city with a 
safe supply of water, which can be done 
only by building a dam across the San 
Jacinto river about 15 miles from the 
city, laying a conduit line to the cits 
and pumping the water. Mr. Woods 
presented an estimate to show that the 
latter system would not be too costly, 
and says that it will provide a perma- 
nent water supply, whereas the well sys- 
tem never proved satisfactory to 
supply a large city with water. Dallas 
and Ft. Worth both gave the system 
up, and now resort to lakes as their 
source of supply. Mr. Woods has 
brought to the city W. R. Holway and 
David Bent, engineers who designed 
and constructed the great water system 
at Tulsa, Okla., to conduct a private in- 
vestigation into the needs of Houston. 


has 





File New Gin Rates 





AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 16—Some of the 
prominent insurance companies have 
filed new gin rates with the State In- 
surance Commission, which will bring 
about several changes in the schedule, 
and a slight increase in gin rates will 
result, provided the new rates receive 
the approvai of the commission 

Extend Dallas Fire Limits 

DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 16—Dallas fire 


have been extended throughout 
the lengths of Elm, Main and Commerce 
streets by an ordinance passed Dec. 19 
On Main and Elm streets, from the Trin- 
ity river to Carroll avenue, and on Com- 
merce street, from the river to Parry 
avenue, only fireproof buildings can be 
erected, 


New Texas Local Agencies 


The following new local agency offices 
have been opened in Texas during the 
past two weeks: Chas. D. Berry, Cooper; 
David J. Leahy, Fort Worth; Morgan & 
Fisher, Silverton; G. C. Bradfield, Wood- 
ville; Empire Investment Company, San 
Antonio: H. B. Todd, Kemp; Weaver H. 
Baker, Junction. 


New Fort Worth Charter Carries 
FORT WORTH, TEX., 
charter for Fort 


Dec, 16.—A new 
Worth carried by a 


good majority at last week’s election. 
As provided in the new charter nine 
councilmen are to be elected April 7 


who will take office April 17. 
will be chosen by the 


The mayor 
council from its 
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membership of nine. Qne 


of the most 
important acts facing the new council 
will be the selection of Fort’ Worth’s 


first city manager. 

The Fort Worth Insurance 
ers Association as a body was in favor 
of the new charter and many of its 
members were active workers in the 
campaign. W. E. Bideker, chairman of 
the fire prevention committee, was a 
member of the committee that wrote the 
new charter and it was through his 
efforts that it provided for a fire preven- 


Underwrit- 


tion bureau as a distinct part of the 
city’s fire department. 
Seek New Tax in Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 16— 


More than 75 insurance companies oper- 
ating in Oklahoma City will be affected 
by the order of James Berry, county as- 
sessor, to list on the assessment rolls 
all personal property owned by foreign 
insurance companies, which have escaped 


| lips, D. M. Ramsey, J. 


Scruggs, T. W. Vardell, F. W. Bourdant, 
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S. W. H, Storts, A. R. Phil- 
E. White of New 
York, Joseph W. Russell of New York, 
W. B. McCurdy, R. P. Henry, Jr., P. W. 
Henry, B. E. White and K. L. White. 


English, C. 





Texas Notes 

The attorney general has approved 
waterworks bonds in the sum of $50,- 
600 for the city of Brownfield, Tex. 

Cc. W. Head, of Head, Teas & Co., Fort 
Worth agents for the Hartford Fire, is 
in Hartford visiting the home office. 

Bonds in the sum of $60,000 have been 
approved for the improvement of the 


waterworks system of Grapevine, Tex. 


this taxation for several years. These 
companies doing business in Oklahoma 
county, whose personal and office prop- | 


erty have not previously been taxed, will 
be required to pay ad valorem taxes in 
the future. 

The companies claim that they are not 
liable for taxes on personal property be- 
cause a tax is paid on all premiums re- 
ceived in the state. They base this con- 
tention upon an opinion handed down by 
the attorney general several months ago. 


Oklahoma Association Growing 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 16— 
The Oklahoma Association of Insurors 
continues to grow as a result of the 
efforts put forth by W. S. Hoopes, field 
representative of the National Associa- 
tion. During the past week 15 new mem- 
bers were secured by Mr. Hoopes and a 
number of delinquents brought their dues 
up to date. The first real activity under 
the regional president system, recently 
installed in Oklahoma, is the organiza- 
tion of a local board at Chickasha. This 
district is under the jurisdiction of John 
Owsley of Chickasha, regional president. 
A second local board is in the course of 
organization in this district, in El Reno, 
and plans are nearly completed for an 
Ardmore board. 


Insurance Men at Rea Funeral 


DALLAS, TEX., Nov. 16—A large num- 
ber of Dallas insurance men attended 
the funeral of Charles Randolph Rea, 
well known local agent, at Lancaster 
last week. The honorary pallbearers in- 
cluded Col, William Thompson, George S. 


Wright, Ike Jalonick, Wirt Leake, Ed- 
ward Wright, W. H. Van Wart, George 
Easley. Hal Hay, Eugene Bullock, J. A 


Brackney, Joe D. Wheeler, J. S. Hereford, 
Felix Hereford, T. L. Lauve, E. C. Cooper, 
T. C. McCurdy, T. C. Little, C. M. Hunt, 
Burr Martin, Louis Hornor, H. H. Sutton, 
all of Dallas, and S. L. Randlett, F. M. 
Hammond, P. M. Marshall, D. D. Me- 
Larry, L. B. Hash, M. G. Jarreau, Herbert 
Jones, Henry Schultz, Hugh Hunter, R. D. 
Coughanour, W. S. Clark, Harry Fisher, 
Robert S, Price, E. A. Chisholm, Gross R. 


At 


Goose 


the weekly luncheon of the Blue 
at Dallas a pregram of entertain- 
ment was given by Miss Van Gordon and 
Henry Schultz of the Continental Dallas 
office. 

The insurance agency of Homer Ken- 
nedy & Co., Fort Worth, Tex., has been 
purchased by David Leahy and in the 
future will be operated as the David 
Leahy Insurance Agency. 

Gilbert Hay, general agent for numer- 


ous companies at Raleigh, N. C., and 
Mrs. Hay are visiting Mrs. Hay’s broth- 
ers in Texas, P. M. Marshall of Dallas 
and BE. W. Marshall of Waco. 


Improvements in the waterworks sys- 
tems at Dublin and Frisco, Tex., have 
resulted in the Fire Insurance Commis- 
sion of that state reducing the key rate 
of the former from 43 to 28 cents and 
of the latter from 93 to 65 cents. 

In 1922 Mr. J. W. Blanton made a gift 


to Southern Methodist University, the 
income of which was to be used by some 
student who was obliged to work his 
way through school. Mr. Blanton has 
now doubled his gift. Mr. Blanton is 
head of J. W. Blanton & Co. of Dallas. 

W. Ed. Frank, 58, assistant fire chief 


of Houston, Tex., who had been a mem- 
ber of the Houston fire department since 


bucket brigade days, died Dec. 11. Mr. 
Frank was one of the first men in 
Houston, who was given a salary for 


fighting fires, back in 1894, when the de- 
partment was first organized. 


Oklahoma Notes 


The Carolina of Wilmington has been 
licensed in Oklahoma. 
A. Morris, Oklahoma state agent for 


the London Assurance, has been confined 
to his home with illness for a fortnight. 
L. H. Wahl, manager of the fire and 


| automobile department of the T. E. Bran- 


iff Company, Oklahoma City, was taken 
te Wesley hospital Monday, where he 
underwent a serious operation. Favor- 
able reports are given of his condition. 

At a meeting of the Oklahoma City 
Blue Goose. It was decided to give a din- 
ner dance the evening of Dec. 29 at the 
Skirvin hotel. Initiation ceremonies will 
be held following the luncheon at noon 
the same day. Fifteen candidates will be 
initiated. 

The 
suit at 


Northern Assurance has entered 
Tulsa against the Exchange Na- 
tional Bank, John L. and E. L. Pow- 
ell, asking for a judgment of $6,547.62. 
The company charges the defendants re- 
ceived this amount on insurance prem- 
ium payments from the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Company in November, 1923. The 
petition alleges the funds were depos- 
ited in the Exchange National Bank to 
the personal credit of the Powells and 
that the bank is jointly responsible. 
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ORDERED TO ISSUE LICENSES 
Louisville Men, Denied Permits, Win 


Suits Against Kentucky Insur- 
ance Commissioner 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 16.— 
Judge Williams of the circuit court at 
Frankfort has issued a mandatory in- 
junction requiring Insurance Commis- 
sioner Saufley to issue licenses to W. 
Sherman Curry, Louisville automobile 
salesmen, and to Lawrence Elkus, presi- 
dent of the Tri-State Finance Company. 
The commissioner refused licenses to | 
Mr, Elkus and cancelled the license of | 
Mr. Curry, claiming that they were not 
giving full time to the insurance busi- 
ness, and not deemed proper parties to | 
hold licenses. The case was a test of the 
authority of the commissioner in the 
Matter of issuing licenses to part-timers, | 
or non-board solicitors or agents. It is | 


understood that. the case will be ap- | 
pealed. 
Mr. Saufley at Covington, Ky., re- | 


voked a number of licenses some time | 
ago, and then came to Louisville to look | 


IN THE SOUTHERN STATES 


over the situation. He has been in favor 
of insurance men giving their time and 
attention to insurance, or leaving it for 
men who will. It had been reported 
that if he was successful in these suits 
there would be a number of licenses of 
part-timers in Louisville cancelled, espe- 
cially those of real estate men. Mr. 
Saufley is anxious to see a law passed 
covering agents qualifications, on which 
local agents in Louisville and the state 
have been working, and which will be 
introduced at the next session of the 
legislature. 


KENTUCKY HAIL MEN ELECT 


Old Officers All Hold Over—Very 
Satisfactory Season Reported in 
State This Year 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 16.—The 
Kentucky Hail Underwriters Association 
held a well attended meeting here last 
week. In the discussion it was de- 
termined that the hail men had gone 
through a very fair season in Kentucky, 
and had made a little money. There 
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Fidelity Union Casualty Company 
Fidelity Union 


Fire Insurance Company 











Home Office 
Dallas, Texas 


Doing Business In 


Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Missouri and California. 


High-Class, Pro:npt-Paying 
Agents Wanted 
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PANY NEW HAVENt- 


“CONNECTICUT 
CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00 





be East and West Insurance Company, the Companion 
Company of the Security Insurance of New Haven, Cona 
has been well received in the field by local agents. The Secur- 
ity has made a reputation for promptness, liberality and 
service in connection with its agents. The same policy is 


adopted for the East & West. 


The East and West has been entered in all the states in 
which the Security operates. In additition to its capital of 
$500,000 it has a net surplus of like amount. It writes the 
same lines that the Security does. The East and West will 
have the advantage of the long experience of the Security. The 
same official staff and department managers and the same field 
men are guiding the destinies of both companies. Thus the 
East and West is assured of a capable experienced and aggressive 
management. 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 
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American Alliance Insurance 
Carolina Insurance 
City of N. Y. Insurance 
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Holiday Gifts : 


Insurance 


Fidelity-Phenix Insurance 
Franklin Insurance (Phila.) 


Insurance 


ee cE 


iS 
E¢ AVE you ever considered that at this season ot is 
1 the year it might be a good idea to give shares of re 
‘ stock as a gift which will endure? is 
~( ‘ : eI 
( Have you ever thought that some of the gifts which es 
you make give pleasure only for a short time and are 3 
| soon forgotten, but the gift of a good security will is 
4 always be remembered? a 
nS 
‘ One year ago several of our customers adopted this is 
‘ idea and have profited accordingly. rs 
{ Over a period of years, Fire Insurance stocks have - 
; proven most desirable investments, ranking with Bank re 
: and Trust Company stocks. : 


Great American Insurance 
Hanover Insurance 

Home Insurance 

Niagara Insurance 

North River Insurance 
United States Insurance 


New Jersey Insurance 
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Westchester Insurance 


Prices and information sent on request 


fF Rice Fe Co. 


p 36 Wall Street 


TELEPHON 


——— a Da ae a ae ae ae ee eee ee 


SUOMI OnAmAnAMAn AN AmAnAMAmAmAnOmARAMAnAMAmAmAmAnlT WIAWOAWOOnOMOe,.” 


New York 
E JOHN 


4000 


MAA AT An AMAT AT ATIANATIDTIZ 











DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance Company 


231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 











Surplus to Policyholders - - 


GEO. K. on eet and Gn, Geeape WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
JAS. M. HEN, M. E. BLACK, Assistant Secretary 
ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant Secretary 
H. M. BARFIELD H. S. BASSETT CHARLES H HARRADEN 


Buckeye National Fire 


Insurance Co. 
$149,508.34 
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will be no rates changed, or any change 

from the general policy used during the 

past year 
Lawrence L Hartford 


Siler of the 


was reelected president, E. C. Knoop 
of the Aetna reelected vice-president 
and W. B. Brock, Lexington, was re- 
elected secretary, and also as manager 
of the Adjustment Bureau, 

F. G. Snyder of Snyder Brothers 
General Agency, Louisville, and W. H. 


Strossman of the 
elected to the 
ll ancies, 


Henry Clay were 
executive committee to 
All vac one caused by the death 
of Claude F. Snyder of the Henry 
Clay. Lee Upton of the Home is chair 
man of the committee, the other mem- 
bers being John Coleman of North 
America, and Joseph Rogers, Spring- 
field Fire & Marine. 
Among visitors at the 

S. K. Bjornson, assistant 
and hail departments of 
North America and 
cago: C. E. Wheeler 
Warder, Hartford, 
son, America 
Peterson, 


meeting were 
manager, rain 

the Aetna, 
Springfield, Chi- 

and Lawrence 
Chicago; Jacob Nel- 
Fore, Chicago, and John 
Great American. 


Law Is Being Upheld 


It appears that the 
law, passed by the latest general assem- 
bly of Mississippi, is being enforced by 
the insurance commission in that state. 
The commission is composed of John 
Sharp Williams, 3rd, Yazoo City; Guy M. 
Houston, New Albany,.and Chas. A. Gor- 
Port Gibson. At the last meeting 
of the commission in Jackson there was 
a hearing on violations and a prominent 





antidiscrimination 


local agent was fined $25 for his first 
offense against the law. This is the 
minimum penalt'ty and the agent was 


of his offense 
induce a penalty 
impressive. 


warned that a repetition 
would in all probability 
that would be more 


Morrison Appointed Manager 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Dec. 16—William 
E. Morrison, who has been in the local 
agency business in New Orleans for some 
years, has been appointed manager of the 
fire department of the New Orleans 
branch office of the Aetna affiliated com- 
panies. Mr. Morrison has had a very 
thorough local agency training, operat- 
ing his own agency for the past several 
years. Prior to that he was vice-presi- 


| dent of Leon Irwin & Co. 





Object to Virginia Barn Rate 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 16—Reports re- 
cently from the valley of Virginia were 
to the effect that complaint would be 
lodged with Commissioner Button against 
a rule of the Virginia rating bureau fix- 
ing a 5 percent rate on all barns in 
which hay in excess of $750 worth is 
stored. This rate is somewhat in excess 
of the ordinary barn rate. So far no 
complaint has been lodged with Commis- 
sioner Button. 


Investigating Louisville Loss 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 16—A rigid In- 
vestigation is to be made regarding the 
peculiar conditions surrounding a fire 
apparently of incendiary origin, discov- 
éred in the Wolff Candy Company, man- 
ufacturers, 418 East Market street. Fire- 
men, on arriving at the of the fire, 
discovered that 5 kerosene, etc., 


scene 
gasoline, 


| ance 





December 18, 


had been spread freely and that the 
building was full of the fumes. It was 
reported that there was fire on three 
floors at once and without any connec. 


tion having burned through. 

said to have caused 
The owners of the 

they were partly 


The fire is 
damage of $25,000. 
store claimed that 
insured, Adjusters 
working on the loss are of the opinion 
that the building was over-insured, jr 
being a very old building, erected prob- 
ably more|than 50 years ago. There was 
$20,000 on building and about $19,500 on 
stock and fixtures, 





Virginia Advisory Council to Meet 

RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 16—Decision to 
call a meeting of the advisory council of 
the Virginia Association of Insurance 


Agents for some time in January was 
reached at a meeting of the executive 
committee of the association in Rich- 


mond last week. 
meeting of the 


The purpose of the 
advisory council will be 
to consider ways and means of cooperat- 
ing with the National Association in 
making effective the Milwaukee resolu- 
tion. Date for the meeting of the ad- 
visory council will be announced later, 


To Inspect Jackson 
The Tennessee Fire 
ciation has scheduled 
and fire prevention 
28-29 in Jackson. 


Prevention 
a town 
program 


Asso- 
inspection 
for Jan. 


Kentucky Notes 
Peter Reisert, 79 years of age, 
of W. A. Reisert, of 
Agency, 


father 
the Reisert Insur- 
Louisville, died last week 
at the home of his son. 

Charles A. Lang, local agent of Louis- 
ville, returned to his office Dec. 15, after 
an illness of two months, which has 
kept him entirely away from business. 

J. George Stauffer, assistant manager 
of Fireman's Fund at Chicago, has been 
in Louisville for a couple of weeks, and 
has been traveling the state with State 
Agent M. B. Russell. 

The Louisville fire department is ask- 
ing for funds of $663,500, as against 
$624,709 last year, and the police depart- 
ment for $801,000 as against $678,038 last 
year. Neéther department received as 
much money last year as needed. 


Louisiana Notes 


Cc. H. Hulme, marine 
Home of New York 
Orleans visitor the past week. 
’, Weldon, manager of the 
s, Tex., office of the Southwestern 
Adjustment Company, arrived in 
Orleans this week to take charge 
company’s office there during the ab- 
sence of Manager Frank Holmes, 
has sailed for Central America to 
after some important adjustments. 
Holmes accompanied him. 

The building located at 
onne street, New Orleans, 
American Railways Express and owned 
by Sam Mintz, was gutted by fire last 
week It is estimated that the loss to 
contents and building will be in excess 
of $125,000. No information relative to 
the insurance carried by the express 
company was wien out. The insurance 
on the building aggregated $75,000. 


Virginia Notes 


Captain Ed _ Jones, 
agent for the Hartford Fire in Virginia. 
left this week for Selma, Ala., to spend 
the Christmas holidays with relatives in 
that city. 

Charles P. 





secretary of the 
fleet, was a New 


Wichita 


Mrs. 


544-50 Bar- 
occupied by the 





veteran special 


Walford, Jr., of Hardwicke, 


Walford & Co. Ric hmond, Va., local 
agent at Richmond for the Aetna Life 
and affiliated companies, was in Hart- 
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ford this week conferring with officials 
of the home offices of these companies. 

Ben A. Ruffin, general manager of the 
Insurers Guaranty Corporation, Rich- 
mond, is developing into a pulpit speaker 
of no mean ability. He recently filled 
the pulpit of Monument Methodist 
Church there and last Sunday filled the 
pulpit of St. Paul’s Methodist Church. 
Mr. Ruffin teaches a large men’s Bible 
class at Monument Church. 

Virginia agents are reported to be 
coming across with their balances in 
much more satisfactory fashion than 
they did at this period last year. 


Murdaugh Place, a stately mansion of 
Colonial days near Suffolk, was burned 
a few days ago. Several other dwell- 
ings of this character have also been 
burned in recent months in Virginia. 


Insurance on the new skyscraper home | 


of the State and City Bank and Trust 
Company, Richmond, Va., a million dol- 
lar building, was apportioned principally 
among agents who are customers of the 
bank. Under a rule of the Massachu- 
setts Mutual Life, through which erec- 
tion of the building was financed, no 
individual agent was permitted to get 
more than $50,000 of the apportionment. 








ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


} 








ALL TO SIGN PLEDGE CARDS 


Plan Is to Line Up California Agents | 


100 Percent Behind the Milwaukee 
Resolutions 


! 
| 
j 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 16.— | 
All local agents in California are to be | 
asked to sign pledge cards supporting the | 


actions of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents executive committee 
in regard to the resolution adopted at 
the Milwaukee convention last Septem- 


ber, according to C. A. Ricks, secretary | 


of the California association. This is 
in accordance with the suggestions made 


at the regional meeting at Sacramento | 
and endorsed at the Fresno meeting | 


Dec. 8. 
Mr. Ricks last week organized local 
boards at Taft and Bakersfield, Cal. 


Accompanied by Karl Rieke of the Na- 
tional Association he is now in southern 


| ticket nominee. 


California for the fourth and last re-| 
gional meeting of the year at Long) 


Beach. H. L. Patterson was elected 
president of the Taft association and C. 
A. Page secretary. 


Adopt Milwaukee Declaration 


BROKERS EXCHANGE ELECTION 


“Opposition” Ticket Sweeps Field at 
San Francisco—J. M. Martin Is 
President 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 16.— 
The ticket presented by those opposed 
to the “regular” 


ticket of the Insurance | 


Brokers Exchange of San Francisco was | 


the victor in a strenuous election last 
week. Members of the exchange report 


that the meeting was unusually well | 


attended as the result of the activities 


of both factions for weeks previous to | 


the gathering. The victorious candi- 
dates were led by J. M. Martin, oppo- 
sition candidate and president of the 


exchange for the past year, who was | 


reelected in a contest with the “regular” 
With Mr. Martin were 


elected H. A. Miller and Maurice Gale | 


as first and second vice-presidents respec- 
tively. Mr. Martin and his two fellow 
officers were the victors in a similar 
political battle a year ago although the 
“conservatives” retained the power in 
the board of governors. Their candi- 


| dates for vacancies on the board of 


The following California local boards | 


have adopted the Milwaukee declara- 


tion; Los Angeles Fire Insurance Ex-| 
change and the local associations of 
Bakersfield, Taft, Fresno, San Diego, 


Glenn county, Sacramento, Chico, Oak- 
land, Napa county, Marin county, Sa- 
linas, Monterey-Peninsula, San Jose, 
Alameda, Contra Costa county, Burling- 
ame-San Mateo, Santa Ana, Modesto 
and Kings county. 





General Agency Rule Now Adopted 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 16.— | 
The new general agency rule of the| 


Pacific Board, which 


caused so much |} 


discussion and dissension following its 


tentative adoption at 
meeting of the Board last month, has 
finally received the necessary two-thirds 
confirmation vote. While the board has 
issued no statement as to how it finally 
passed after it was reported lost last 
week after a heated discussion by the 
membership at a special meeting, it is 


the semi-annual | 


the talk on the street that several man- | 


agers hurriedly changed their votes after 
further conferences with members of the 
executive committee. The new rule is 
designed principally to correct evils ex- 
isting particularly in the northwest terri- 
tory, which were causing many of the 
companies concern. 


Extend Agreement to Brokers 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 19.—The 
National Automobile Club, through Ar- 
nold Hodgkinson, general manager, has 
Notified the brokers of San Francisco 
that the club will extend the provisions 
of its recent agreement with the organ- 
ized agents of the state to them. This 
means a working agreement whereby 
the broker is encouraged and assisted in 
Soliciting memberships for the club. 





Opens Los Angeles Branch Office 


The American Automobile of St. Louis 
has established a branch office at Los 
Angeles which will be formally opened 
Jan. 1. H. R. Crouse, formerly of Aron- 
Son-Gale Insurance Agency, former gen- 
eral agents of the company, will serve 


; and Fred Boole. 


governors were also elected this time by 
a two to one vote. The new members 
of the board, which will give the “oppo- 
sition” full control of the Exchange for 
the coming year, are John D. Saxe, Fel- 
ton Taylor, Leslie Miller, Joseph Sala 
Their representatives 


on the arbitration committee elected at | 


this meeting were L. L. Greenwell and 
Theo. P. Murphy. With these two addi- 


| tions the control of the arbitration com- 


as joint manager of the branch office | 


with Guy H. Hayes, well-known 
attorney of Los Angeles. 


claim 


mittee also passes from the control of 
the “old guard.” The victors waged 
their fight on the slogan of 
and Economy.” 


Long Beach Meeting Held 


The California Association of Insur- 
ance Agents concluded its fourth re- 


“Efficiency | 


gional gathering at Long Beach this | 


wek. Twenty-six towns were repre- 
sented by 125 agents. The meeting is 
reported to have been a success from 
every standpoint. 


California Forest Fire Figures 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 16—Accord- 
ing to a report recently made by Paul 
G. Redington, federal district 
for California, 2,469 forest fires 
state this year burned over 827,000 acres, 
caused damaged estimated at $5,000,000 
and cost the government more 
$1,000,000 to bring them 


forester | 
in the | 


than | 
under control. 


There were 1890 fires in the national for- | 


est reserves and 579 on state or private 
lands. Of these fires 32 percent were 
caused by lightning and 68 percent were 
due to the carelessness of man. In the 
latter were listed the following: Smokers, 
38 percent; campers, 13 percent; incen- 
diaries, 14 percent; brush burners, 8 per- 
cent; lumbering operations, 4 percent; 
miscellaneous, 17 percent. 

A meeting of the Board of Fire Re- 
view appointed by the chief United 
States forester last October to study meth- 
ods used in fighting recent forest fires 
in southern California, with a view to 
improving them, met in Los Angeles re- 
cently, with the board of supervisors of 
Los Angeles county, when the situation 
was thoroughly reviewed. 


Forming Local Committees 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 





tional Automobile Club committees are | 


being organized under the new agree- 
ment made the latter part of November 
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Statement June 30, 1924 


$6,217,482.66 
1,275,981.53 
531,624.00 
4,409,877.13 


ee nS 
Premium Reserve. 


Other Liabilities . . 
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UNITED STATES FIRE BRANCH 
45 JOHN ST., NEW YORK 
General Agent 


J. A. Kelsey, George Z. Day, Assistant General Agent 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


Southeastern States: 


A. H. TURNER, Manager 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Texas: 
I, REINHARDT & SON 
General Agents, Dallas 


Colorado: 


COBB, MILLER & STEBBINS 
General Agents, Denver 


Pacific Coast: 


HENLEY & SCOTT, Inc. 
General Agents, San Francisco 


H. W. MURRAY 
Supt. of Agencies 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
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Fire Protection 
Correspondence Course 
in the 


Analytic System 
for the 


Measurement of 
Relative Fire Hazard 


By Jay S. Glidden 
of the Chicago Board of Underwriters 
Chicago 


PART X. LESSONS 19 & 20 


FIRE PROTECTION 
The National Journal of Fire Protection and Prevention. 


CINCINNATI CHICAGO INDIANAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 











Now revised to accord with the 1921 edition of the schedule. 





Do you recognize the business getting possibilities 
in the knowledge you would have when you had 
mastered those last two lessons? 


A 16-page booklet has been prepared to tell you 
all about the Fire Protection Course in the Dean 
Schedule. 


The rate making system is at the very heart of the 
fire insurance business and its problems. You are 
in the insurance business as a career. The founda- 
tion of that career lies in KNOWING YOUR 
BUSINESS, not the superficial facts about it, 
but the heart of it. 


Information on the rate making system is not in- 
accessible. Let us tell you about it. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 
104 Duttenhofer Bldg., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Gentlemen: 
I want to know more about your Dean Schedule Course. 
Without obligation on my part, send me your 16-page booklet. 

















with the California Association of In- 
surance Agents, which will give the 
agents direct representation on the board 
of directors of the club. The local asso- 
ciations which have announced the com- 
pletion of their committee are Watson- 
ville, Yolo county and Glenn county. Nye 
Swett of Fresno has been appointed by 
the local agents of that city as their 
representative on the advisory commit- 
tee. The club report's that the formation 
of these local committees is progressing 
with such speed that they expect to have 
the state completely organized by Jan. 1. 


T. H. Humphreys’ Change 


Thomas H. Humphreys, formerly con- 
nected with the Home Fire & Marine as 
special agent in central California, has 
joined the Dixwell Davenport general 
ugency of the Bankers & Shippers as 
special agent in southern California. 


Abandon State Rating Measure 
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 16.—It is re- 
ported in political circles in San Fran- 
cisco that the Chamber of Commerce of 
Oakland has abandoned its plan of pre- 
senting a state rating measure to the 
California legislature next January. The 
Oakland Chamber of Commerce early 
this year attempted to organize all the 
chambers of commerce in the state in a 
movement to seek such a law. These 
efforts, however, were fruitless, the 
local agents of the state holding mem- 
berships in their home organizations 

having prevented any further progress. 


Hopfield Is Promoted 


Col. Leonard S. Hopfield, assistant sec- 
retary of the Pacific States Fire of Port- 
land, Ore., has been chosen secretary. 
He entered the business as a local agent 
at McMinnville, Ore. On Feb. 18, 1921, 
he became special agent of the Pacific 
States covering Oregon and the follow- 
ing year was chosen assistant secretary. 


Specials Banquet Portland Agents 

PORTLAND, ORE., Dec. 17.—The spe- 
cial agents operating out of Portland 
will banquet’ the locals Saturday night 
at the Benson hotel. W. E. Helfrich is 
chairman of the committee in charge. 
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The banquet is an annual classic at Port- 
land, and stories of it linger for many 
days afterward. Whether the specials or 
the locals are the hosts depends on which 
has won the ball game of the Fire In- 
surance Exchange's summer picnic. Last 


July the specials lost with a score of 
10 to 4. 
Coast Notes 
The Travelers Fire of Hartford has 


been licensed in Utah. H. W. 
ana is the process attorney. 

J. A. Liggett has taken over the local 
agency formerly operated by Mrs. A. M. 
Rogers at Roundup, Mont. 

Agents of Taft, Cal., have formed a 
local organization with a 100 per cent 
membership. All will join the state and 
the National Agency associations. 

George C. Carson, formerly associated 
with the Oakland, Cal., office of the Trav- 
elers, has entered the brokerage busi- 
ness in San Francisco with F. J. Young. 

The Washington Blue Goose will meet 
at lunch Dec. 30 at Spokane, Wash., to 
hold its annual mid-winter splash. A 
dinner dance will follow at the Daven. 
port Hotel. 

Ed C. Landis of Landis & Brickell, 
general agents at San Francisco, for the 
Lendon Guarantee & Accident and the 
United Firemens, returned this week 
from New York and Chicago. 

Spencer N. Greatwood has resigned his 
position with the marine department of 
Seeley & Co. at Portland, Ore. ,to open 
an insurance agency of his own about 
Jan. 1, His successor has not been 
named to date. 

Joy Lichtenstein, Pacific Coast mana- 
ger of the Hartford Fire and Hartford 
Accident & Indemnity, who has been at- 
tending a conference of home office offi- 
cials, returned to San Francisco last 
week. 

The town of Colusa, Calif., has insured 
the members of its fire department for 
accident, health and life. Indemnity of 
$15 a week will be paid to the men when 
incapacitated and $1,000 to the benefi- 
ciaries at death. 

The Washington Surveying & Rating 
Bureau has reduced the rate on all ex- 
posed dwellings in Chehalis $2 per thou- 
sand. Two weeks agg the city author- 
ized a $13.000 bond issue to buy a 1,00 
gallon pumper. A bond issue for the 
same purpose at Centralia. Wash., was 
defeated but the same reduction has been 

| made effective by the bureau. 


Christi- 
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ASKS BROKERS’ COOPERATION 


Superintendent Beha of New York 
Issues Notice That He Wishes 
to Rectify Conditions 


NEW YORK, Dec. 16.—Superintend- 
ent Beha gave out the following notice 
last week with reference to the applica- 


tion blank for renewal of brokers’ li- 
censes: 

The recent notice given out by this 
department with respect to additional 


questions in the application blank for 
renewal of brokers’ licenses has caused, 
I am given to understand, some comment 
as to the purpose of the department and 
also with reference to the action, if any, 
which the department may take against 
brokers admitting to violations of the 
law. 

To clear up any misapprehension on 
the part of those seeking licenses or re- 
newal of licenses from this department 
to act as brokers, I wish it to be made 
clear that unlawful acts, whether rebat- 
ing, transacting business with unauthor- 
ized insurers or otherwise, can not, in 
justice to those brokers who comply with 
the law and to those insurers who lend 
their support to the state by the pay- 
ment of taxes, be countenanced. In this 
connection, however, I do not desire to 
spread the impression that! summary ac- 
tion will be taken by the department 
against a broker who may in this appli- 
cation admit being a participant in such 
irregular practices. I fully recognize 
that legitimate demands of a great busi- 
ness must have proper consideration and 
that practices of long standing, even 
though questionable or illegal, can not 
be fully corrected at once. Due delibera- 
tion will be given to all applications and 
to the issuance of licenses and I trust 
that through the honest cooperation of 
those engaged in the business, much may 
be accomplished to correct a situation 
which for years has given this depart- 
ment a great deal of concern, a situation 


unfair to the public, which enriches 
foreign concerns giving no support to 
our institutions but competing with ree- 
ognized companies paying taxes for such 
recognition—a situation the existence of 
which makes almost ridiculous our pro- 
hibitory statutes. 

It will be noted that the application 
blank must be sworn to, which fact 
should have careful consideration in an- 
swering the several interrogatories. In 
replying to the additional questions, the 
subject of this notice, I would invite 
such frank explanation as brokers may 
desire to give in order that the depart- 
ment may by legislation or otherwise 
take the necessary measures to rectify 
present conditions. 


ANNIVERSARY IS CELEBRATED 


Baltimore Association of Fire Under- 
writers Observes Its 45th Birthday 
With Dinner 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 16.—With 
350 prominent insurance men of Balti- 
more and their guests in attendance, the 
Association of Fire Underwriters of 
Baltimore City celebrated the 45th anni- 
versary of the organization at a dinner 
last week. The guests of honor included 





Governor Albert C. Ritchie, Mayor 
Howard W. Jacksen, Insurance Com- 
missioner Carville D. Benson, Deputy 


Commissioner Wilson L. Coudon, Al- 
fred G. Martin of New York, chairman 
executive committee Eastern Union; 
John Kremer, chairman Baltimore com- 


mittee Eastern Union: Louis Wiede- 
boldt, Philadelphia, secretary Under- 
writers Association of Middle Depart- 


ment; E. R. Hardy, District of Columbia 
Rating Organization; R. Howard Bland, 
president U. S. F. & G.; F. Highlands 
3urns, president Maryland Casualty, and 
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J. Arthur Nelson, president, New Am- | 
sterdam Casualty. 

General Henry M. Warfield, present 
preside nt of the organization, presided 
and John P. Lauber, president of the 


Central Fire of Baltimore, acted as toast- 
master. The speeches were brief, just 
a few words from William Cunningham, 
only surviving member of the committee 


of four which drew up the original 
agreement, basis of the organization; M. 
C. Selden, only living ex- president, and 


A. Rozell Cathcart, only surviving signer 
of that first agreement, and short talks 
from the governor and the mayor, the 
commissioner and his deputy, preceding 
the addresses of the insurance leaders. 

The history of the organization, the 
oldest agents’ organization in the United 
States and generally regarded as the 
strongest in point of control over its 
members, was outlined by President 
Warfield. The association is now the 
rate-making organization for Baltimore 
and the territory within five miles of the 


limits. Plans for the celebration were 
made by a committee headed by Daniel 
T. Hamilton. Copies of the original 


articles of agreement were presented to 
the members and guests as souvenirs. 





Will Sing Christmas Carols 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
mas carols will be sung at 9 a. m., Dec. 
24, from the interior balcony of the 
North America’s home office in Philadel- 
phia, for the third successive year, under 
the leadership of Aaron Stephenson of 
the improved risk department. Between 
40 and 45 of the company’s employes are 
rehearsing for this event, which is 


Dec. 16—Christ- 


unique in the Philadelphia insurance dis- 
trict. Mr. Stephenson has had much ex- 
perience as a choirmaster and is well 
known in musical circles. He says that 
after the company’s employes are in the 
new building on the Parkway, which will 
be next November, a choral society will 


be organized. 


Aetna Club Elects 

HARTFORD, CONN., Dee. 16—Warren 
Quayle, well known to the field as being 
associated with the reinsurance depart- 
ment of the Automobile of Hartford, has 
been elected president of the Aetna Life 
Men’s Club and George Garrett, field 
supervisor, has been made secretary. 


Warning on Coal Storage 
BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 16.— 
by the recent number of fires 
bins of the public schools the fire pre- 
vention bureau of the fire department 
has issued an order against improper 
storage of bituminous coal, citing two 
recent fires in school houses caused by 
spontaneous combustion in coal bins. The 
order says: 

“In the storing soft coal in any 
building owned by the city it is re- 
quested that storage facilities or bins be 
absolutely fireproof; that soft coal be 
piled so that it may have perfect ventila- 
tion and not be stored near hot water 
pipes or hot walls. 

Careful consideration of the storage 
of soft coal is more important than that 
of having an ample supply of coal.” 


Aroused 
in coal 


of 


New Plan to Fight Harbor Fires 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dee. 
install on the submarine 
fight ship and harbor 
System using a liquid fire-smothering 
compound have been completed by the 
fire board. With this apparatus in serv- 
ice 


16—Plans 
chaser used to 
blazes a special 


to 


Baltimore will have the best protec- 
tion against water fires of any city in 
the country, according to Chief Emrich. 


Many of the ships now entering the har- 
bor are oil burners, according to fire 
department officials. It is against these 
and other oil fires that the heavv liquid 
is said to be especially effective. 
The liquid is a thick compound, 
contains licorice, alum, soda and 
elements. Its action is two-fold, 
ering a fire by its own weight 
spreading a heavy, low hanging 
which effectually cuts off the 
out which fire will not burn. 
chaser will have three 
ing a fire, by water, by chemicals 
with the liquid compound. It 
one of the fastest boats in the 


which 
other 


and 
gas 
air, with- 
The 


is rated 
harbor. 


Homestead Fire Increases Capital 
BALTIMORE, MD., Dee. 
of the Homestead Fire 
initial dividend of 


16—Directors 
have declared an 
2 percent on the com- 


smoth- | 
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pany’s capital stock. The dividend, which 


is not specified for any period, is pay- 
able Jan. 1 to stockholders of record 
Dec. 20. 

The Homestead Fire rounded out its 
second anniversary in October. It has 
an authorized capital of $250,000, but 
only $100,000 has been issued. To take 
care of the company’s growing business 
the directors have decided to increase 
the capital stock to $125,000. Present 
shareholders will be given the _ prior 
right to subscribe to the additional stock, 
the par value of which is $10 a share, 
at $12.50 a share. Of the proceeds $10 
a share will be added to capital and $2.50 
a share to the surplus, increasing the 
latter item to $16,000. 

New England Notes 

Frank J. McGovern, aged 57, an insur- 
ance agent of Burlington, Vt., was killed 
in Winooski, Vt., the past week when 


Prince Ed. Is. 60,059 36.39 
Quebec ..... 4,144,061 2 855, 897 68.92 
Saskatch'w'n 1,463,725 807,695 55.18 
BOUEE 0% 00 $17,564,127 $11,564,165 65.84 
Big Lumber Loss at Welland 
A serious loss is reported from Wel- | 
| land, Ont., when fire from an unknown 
cause completely destroyed the planing 


sub- | 
methods of fight- | 
and | 


| the 
| of the 


| 


a Central Vermont train struck his auto- 
mobile at a railroad crossing. 

George M. McCoy, Jr., now of 
field and formerly a broker in Boston, 
has filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptey in the United States district court 
there, stating his liabilities were $9,509 
and assets $637. Some 20 of the leading 
general agencies in Boston, with several 
companies, are among the unsecured 
creditors. 

Gardner, Mass., merchants have bought 
$7,060 of rain, snow and sleet insurance 
to protect themselves during the Christ- 
mas holidays against unforeseen weather 
conditions. The list of stores includes 
drug, department, jewelry, novelty, mar- 


Spring- 


kets and clothing stores. The cover was 
placed with the local Aetna agent. The 
business was largely secured as a result 
of a local department store collecting 
$600 snow insurance on Saturday, 
Nov. 29 


Pennsylvania Notes 


plant of the Lebanon 
Company at Hebron, Pa., near 
was swept by fire last week, 
loss estimated at $70,000. 

Fire of undetermined 
caused loss of 
week at 


The pipe Iron 
Lebanon, 


entailing 


week 
last 


origin last 
nearly $100,000 
Honeybrook, Pa., near Phila- 
delphia. The fire started in the two- 
story printing plant of the H. C. Bucher 
Company, which was destroyed. The 
borough was plunged into darkness when 


current was turned off to avoid danger 
from falling wires The new fire appa- 
ratus was rescued with difficulty when 
flames reached the town hall. 


Eastern Notes 


A New Jersey charter was granted last 
week to H. F. Rothman, Inc., insurance 
agents, of Englewood, N. J. 


London Assurance 
Irvin Underwriter 
Brooklyn its representative 
ough. 

The wallpaper and molding 
owned by Frank G. Hitchener, 
director of public safety, at 
J.. was burned almost to the 
week. It is said loss will 
000. The central business 
seriously threatened. The 
in the boiler room of the 


has appointed 
Company of 
for that bor- 


plant 
Camden 
Camden, N. 
ground last 
exceed $150,- 
district was 
blaze started 
factory. 








| IN THE CANADIAN FIELD | 








REPORT CANADIAN BUSINESS 
Totals for 1923 Given by Provinces for 
Domestic, British and Foreign 
Companies 


A report has been issued on the fire 
insurance business in Canada for the 
year ending Dec. 31, 1923. The distri- 


bution by provinces, according to 
Canadian, British, and foreign, includ- 
ing United States companes, is as fol- 


lows, showing the net premiums written 


with licensed reinsurance deducted, 

losses incurred with licensed reinsur- 
ance deducted, and loss ratio: 
Canadian Companies 

Pre- Loss 


Losses 


368, 818 


miums 
744,196 $ 
636,510 
740,190 
344, 848 





Alberta 
British Col..... 
Manitoba ..... 
New Brunswick 
Nova Scotia... 








Ontario ....... 0.766.718 1,914,065 69.18 
Prince Edward 37,146 19,050 51.28 
Quebec ....... 1,891,441 1,571,186 83.07 
Saskatchewan 988,572 601, 660 60.86 
Total 68.23 
Alberta ..... $ 1,588,550 $ 1, 115,930 
British Col... 2,394,896 ,282,002 
Manitoba .... ett etl y 266,$ 36 


New Bruns... 
Nova Scotia. 
Ontario 
Prince 

Quebec ..... 
Saskatch'w'n 





1, 069. 192 
9,962, 34 

134, 3 5 B 
6,598,869 ae 406 
1,667,548 871,100 














BUGRE ccccs $26,305,385 $16,373,164 62.24 
U. S. and Foreign Companies 
Alberta ..... $ 1,296,723 $ 893,368 68.89 
British Col... 2,115,787 65.84 
Manitoba 1,382,955 74.30 
New Bruns 929,907 47.29 
Nova Scotia. 992,212 49.90 


Ontario 180,698 





mill and large lumber yard, containing 
500,000 feet of lumber, belonging to Sam- 
uel Lambert. The damage was 
mated at over $250,000. 


Winnipeg Blue Goose Meeting 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Dec, 16.—For their 
first gathering since July 4, the date of 


international 
Manitoba Blue 
the St. 
30, 


big meeting, 
Goose 
Regis hotel 


for a festive 


ganders 
will gather 
in Winnipeg on 
evening. In an- 


at 
Dec. 


esti- 


nouncing the program of the evening, 

G. Low, wielder of the goose quill 
claims that “a new side initiation has 
been prepared and is absolutely novel, 
guaranteed to bring a smile to the face 
of the unluckiest underwriter in West- 
ern Canada.” In addition Santa Claus 
will be present. 

Canadian Fire Losses 

According to the “Monetary Times,” 
fire losses in Canada for the week end- 
ing Dec. 3 are estimated at $301,500, as 
compared with $464,950 for the corre- 
sponding week of last year, 

According to the same source, the fire 





losses in Canada for the 11 months end- 
ing November, 1924, as compared with 
the same period last year, are estimated 
at $29,697,759, against $32,314,400. 

The total losses for November, 1924, 
are estimated at $2,130,860, as compared 
with $1,990,800 for November, 1923. 

Vancouver Gets Refund 

VANCOUVER, B. C., Dec, 16—The city 
of Vancouver has been presented with 
$2,500 in returned premiums in respect 
to a reduction in the rate under the 


three-year fire 
ing city 


insurance schedule cover- 
properties, due to the rerating 
of the risks under the British Columbia 
Fire Underwriters’ Association rating 
schedule, but it has been made clear to 
the city authorities that this reduction 
has nothing to do with the 10 percent 
surcharge now in effect on renewals, 
caused by the deficient fire protection 
of the city, which will remain until the 


city fire department is brought’ up to 
standard efficiency. 
Licensed for Additional Lines 
The British Colonial Fire has been 
licensed to transact sprinkler leakage 
and explosion insurance in addition to 
the classes for which it is already 


licensed. The Imperial and the Phoenix 
of London have been licensed for tornado 
insurance in addition to other classes. 
The Columbia Fire has been licensed for 
sprinkler leakage and tornado insurance 
The Rossia Reinsurance has been licensed 
| for fire insurance in Canada. 


Canadian Notes 


J. V. Nutter, 
at Winnipeg, 
Chicago. 

} The National Insurance Agencies have 
been appointed Winnipeg representatives 
| of the Scottish Union & National. 

At Port Credit, Ont., John Harris, 
insurance inspector, was killed when 
|; automobile was struck by a train 
road crossing. 

The Dominion Elevator, 
he bushels of grain. 


well known general agent 
is spending some days in 


an 
his 
ata 


containing 10,- 
was wiped out by 


a fire which started in the engine room, 
| at Rossbank, Man. 

| Preceded by an_ explosion which 
| dumped a whole floor level into the 
street, a fire destroyed the premises of 
Omer Quintal, carriage maker, at Mont- 


x 


Ww 
ul 


real. The 


000. 

F. W. White of Yorkton has been 
pointed to represent the Union 
ance at that point. Edward 
of Yorkton has been appointed 
sent the Edinburgh 
Agency. 

V. D. Hurst, 
Western Canada Fire Underwriters’ 
sociation, has been in Chicago tak 
various matters of interest in fire 
ance conditions with the Und 
Laboratories 


damage is estimated at $100,- 


ap- 
Assur- 
Pinkerton 
io repre- 
Underwriters 
chief rating officer of the 
i As- 
ing up 
insur- 
rwriters 


The Pontiac Hotel at Shawville, Que 
was destroyed by fire with a los: of 
$20,000 The fire threatened the whole 
business section of the town, and was 
only brought under control after a fight 
of over three hours. 

Property to the extent of $30,000 was 
destroyed when a fire from an unknown 
cause started in a garage at Gocdeve, 
Sask Eleven cars in the garage were a 
total loss. A drug store and 2 pool room 
were also burned out. Only $12,000 in- 
surance was carried on the whole prop- 
erty The loss of the garage and con 
tents is estimated at $20,000 with but 
$6,000 insurance. As there was no water 
protection in the village, efforts to pre- 
vent the spread of the flames were un- 


availing. 


One Company Eescuives 
Sees Three Bad Points 


in the Agency Field 


A COMPANY executive in comment- 
ing on the fire insurance situation 
said that there are three factors at work 


that unnecessarily increase the expense of 


doing business and cause considerable 
superfluous outlay. He referred to these 
as (1), the pressure of agents on com- 
panies in loss settlements; (2), entertain- 
ment of local agents, and (3), carrying 
of agency credits. 

The first is by all means the most 
serious in this executive’s opinion. Local 


agents and especially those with a large 
volume of business are practically dic- 
tating to companies how losses shall be 
adjusted. Hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars, this executive declares, are paid out 
every year that should not be, but com- 
panies are forced to do it because of com- 


petition. Unless a company yields to 
agency pressure, it finds its business 
shifted, or materially cut down. A num- 


ber of agents in the large cities have their 
own adjusters. If they do not have their 
own adjusters, they have much to say 
when it comes to losses. They are anxious 
to satisfy their customers. They strain 
every point to show the customer that 
they are on the job. This executive said 
that agents wield the big stick on losses 
in a number of instances, this particularly 
being the case in the large cities. 


Entertainment of Agents 


Speaking of entertainment of agents, 
he said that this extravagance is costing 
the companies entirely too much money 
He declared that it is due to the com- 
panies themselves. Field men and com- 
pany men in general have gotten the local 
agents to feel that when they are around, 
company money only is to be spent. At 
conventions, some companies are spending 
hundreds of dollars for various forms of 
entertainment. Company men seemingly 
vie with one another, as to generosity. 


Extension of Credit 


The third item is the carrying of credit. 
Local agents impose on their companies 
by holding back balances, thus depriving 
the companies of interest earnings. Fur- 
thermore, many policies are canceled flat 
when they have been thrown back on the 


agent. In some cases it is found that 
policies have actually been in force for 
three or four months or even longer and 


the assured has not paid the premium. 
The agent cancels the policy and the com- 
pany gets nothing for it. This of course 
is an abuse, whose effect cannot be meas- 
ured. If a fire occurs the assured at once 
claims the policy is in force, although he 


never intended to pay for it. What the 
companies lose in this way, cannot be 
| told. 

This executive declares that here are 


three points, all definite and concrete, con- 
cerning which something could be done 
| if the companies would work together. 
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The Combination Automobile Insurance Manual | F!s#T 1s TAKEN INTO couRT) 
Complete Always up-to-date Loose-leaf Convenient 





YOU KNOWe —- —- — 


? | MOTOR INSURANCE NEWS | 








ALL NECESSARY UNDERWRITING INFORMATION Minnesota Insurance Mon Sack Injunc- 


INS 








tion Against Automobile Associa- 
hon tore VOLUME tion Deal With Mutual 
ew ition 


Effective January MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 16.— | 
| Will you worry along without it? Insurance men of the state have car- | 
Don’t carry a brief-case full of worn- ried into court their fight to prevent 
out paper-bound dime novels. the Minnesota Automobile Association 
This COMBINATION manual in- | from attempting to place all the auto 
IMBINATION AUTOMOBILE cludes | insurance business of its 10,000 mem- |} 
RANCE MANDA Rules, rates and symbols for bers with a mutual company at reduced | 
Public Liability | rates. A temporary restraining order 
“| Property Damage has been issued at the request of a 
Collision group of insurance men who also are 
Fire and Theft members of the state association. The | 
AND List Prices case is to be argued Dec. 19, when it 
AND Serial Numbers is to be decided whether a temporary 
AND Memorandum Applications —— shall be issued. , ia 
° ee ° ye court action was brought by} 
Address all inquiries stating | Fred L. Gray, W. S. McCartney and A. 


quantities required to F. Pray of Minneapolis, W. J. Buckley 
of St. Paul,.E. B. Dunning and J. H. 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE BUREAU 7*.Seh.tsgizensamt |, Hors oh Dati Roy Cor ot A 


| tin and O. H. Clark of Winona. The 
| defendants named are the Minnesota 











State Automobile Association; E. T. 
Winship as president: J. K. Martin, 
Charles T. Taylor, H. P. Keller as vice 
GEO. G. MADAN & co. G. Roy Hill, as secretary; G. A. Will, 
as counsel. 

These men contend that the state au- 


INSURANCE A cc OUNTANT S tomobile association has no right to en- 


made by its directors with the mutual 
company and furthermore that the vote 
on the question was not a valid one. 


256 TUSSING BUILDING 
LANSING, MICH. 














Peculiar Milwaukee Losses 
AUDITS SYSTEMS 

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 16.—A pecu- | 
liar aspect of auto theft insurance came 
| to light here, following the theft of sev- 
| eral Hudson cars by a gang of boy 
‘ rf | thieves. Although the cars were recov- 
AUTOMOBILE po — ered payment of theft loss was made 
INSURANCE necessary by the fact that like all auto 
INSURANCE | thieves who steal Hudson cars, the in- 
experienced youths neglected to open the 
md } PLATE | Shutters, causing the motor to overheat 
COLLISION GLASS j}and become damaged. The stolen cars 
PROPERTY HOME OFFICE Agents | were found near the city limits with 
DAMAGE and ¢ ante | overheated, scorched motors and frozen 
LIABILITY IN in Ohio : | radiators. The loss was adjusted by 
IN ONE 2 ‘ RANC — R. JONES | Harry Nurnberg of Tolles-Bort-Nurn- 


Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders, $208,896.19 









berg, adjusters, who reported the inci- 
dent as one of many of a similar type. 


Sec’y and Mgr. 














Harold A. Miller, assistant manager | 
| R of the western department of the North | 
e America, 


American Exchange Nat’! Bank Bldg., Dallas mechanics of determining automobile | 
rates, and the manner of operating of | 
Hanover Fire Insurance Co., of New York the various committees. He also gave 
Tokio Marine & Fire Insurance Co. Patriotic Ins. Co. of America a general outline of the 1925 plan of | 


Superintendents Hold Meeting 


addressed the Automobile 
Underwriters’ Association of Chicago 
TEXAS GENERAL AGENTS Monday evening on “The Fundamentals 


of Rate-making.” He described the 





Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. (Underwriters Dept.) penis Meee pe ee 
Mechanics Insurance Co., of Philadelphia (Underwriters Dept.) i! teeta tac tae ; 


Northwestern Fire & Marine Ins. Co., Minneapolis President Mylod appointed a commit- 
Fidelity & Casualty Co. tee of four to call the attention of west- 

American Automobile Insurance Co., of St. Louis ern managers to the existence of the 
Twin City Fire Ins. Co., of Minneapolis club in order to enlist their personal 





interest and support, as well as those 
of the companies. A great deal of inter- 





National Underwriter Want Ads are Result Getters ee eee oe eee Bet 


est has been manifested in the organi- 





coming a factor of real value in auto- 
mobile underwriting of Chicago, 














Its Name Indicates Its Character. - 


American National Fire Insurance Co. 
COLMUBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 
CHARLES G. SMITH, President 


JOHN A. DODD, Vice-President and Secretary 
ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 


: Progressive, Yet Conservative 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 











presidents: H. F. Witmer, as treasurer; | 


ter into any such agreement as that } 


UNUSUAL “COLLISION” CASE 


Body of Man Fell 18 Stories and 
Plunged Through Car Standing 
at Curb in Des Moines 


DES MOINES, IOWA, Dec. 16.— 
A situation thought to be unique in the 
annals of automobile insurance was cre- 
ated here when E. D. Gates, a sales- 
man, plunged 18 stories from the top 
of the Equitable building and crashed 
through the top of a new Buick sedan 
standing at the curb on Locust street, 

The car, owned by Richard Redfield, 
was purchased just three days before 
the accident. The question which has 
arisen is whether or not Redfield can 
claim indemnity under a collision policy. 
Some difference of opinion has been ex- 
pressed, although it is generally agreed 
that in most states the insurance com- 
pany would be held liable if the matter 
were taken to court. 

P. J. Clancy, insurance man, stated 
that former accidents of this kind had 
demonstrated that a human body plung- 
ing from such a height will penetrate 
four inches into a concrete sidewalk. He 
declared that if the fall had not been 
broken the body would have gone 
straight through the car to the pave- 
ment. As it was, witnesses said that 
when the body crashed into the car 
the machine nearly bounded off its 
chassis and that the impact drove the 
front seat through the car and left it 
resting on the transmission. The wire 
which the rapidly descending body 
struck before reaching the automobile, 
Mr. Clancy thinks, saved either the car 
owner or the insurance company about 
$500. 


Duluth Fights Auto Club Plan 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 16—Members of 
the Duluth Underwriters Association are 
taking a strong stand against the recent 
action of directors of the Minnesota State 
Automobile Association in endeavoring 
to commit that organization to the in- 
dorsement of mutual as against stock 
company insurance. Following the pas- 
sage of resolutions against the proposal 
passed by the executive committee of the 
Minnesota Association of Insurance 
Agents, held at Minneapolis. members of 
the executive committee of the Duluth 
Underwriters Association acted similarly 
at a meeting last week. 

In a convincing letter forwarded by 
the committee to the president and direc- 
tors of the Duluth Auto Club, it was 
pointed out that there are 183 recognized 
insurance offices and solicitors in Duluth, 
and it was asked if the automobile club 
| wished to alienate the friendship of 
nearly 290 Duluth insurance men and 
| their friends, many of them members of 
the automobile club. 

Duluth insurance men are of the opin- 
ion that the Automobile Association's 
proposal will fall flat for many reasons, 
one of them being that automobile own- 
ers want to feel sure that they are being 
covered in responsible companies and 
that they cannot see that any advantage 
| would accrue through the plan outlined 

by the Automobile Association. 


Protect Cars, or Expect Thefts 


MADISON, WIS., Dec. 16.—Motorists 
who park their cars without any pro- 
tective devices against theft' should ex- 
pect them to be taken, according to 
Governor Blaine of Wisconsin, who 
granted an absolute pardon to Lawrence 
Girard, sentenced last year to five years 
in the Industrial School for Boys for 
auto theft at La Crosse. “The taking 
of a car for pleasure is wrong,” the 
governor said. “The owner of the auto- 
mobile so taken is inconvenienced and 
justly incensed, but if people parked 
their fur coats, their watches, their 
purses, upon the public streets, they 
would naturally expect them to be 
taken, even stolen, not just to be used, 
but appropriated to the financial gain 
of the thief. So people do not park their 
coats, their watches and their purses on 
| the streets, unprotected and unguarded. 
| Owners of property hold some responsi- 
| bility to the weaker members of society. 
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Here is a boy 13 years old, receiving a 
sentence to an institution for five years 
under the circumstances above outlined. 
The sentence is too severe for the wrong 
committed.” 


Pittsburg Underwriters Auto Plans 

Arrangements for the launching of its 
automobile department have been com- 
pleted by the Pittsburg Underwriters, 
and issue of policies will commence 
Jan. 1. William C. Fiand, heretofore as- 
sociated in the offices of the America 
Fore group at New York, has been en- 
gaged as manager, and will report 
shortly after the New Year. Mr. Fiand 
is a man of considerable experience in 
this department, both in the office and 
field, and enjoys the respect and esteem 
of his company associates as well as the 
insurance fraternity generally. 


PLEASED BY CHANGE IN 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


conditions step by step so as to insure 
the greater prosperity of the whole com- 
munity. In so doing they will have the 
whole-hearted support of the insurance 
world and if the revival in trade be- 
comes more marked, owing to the pros- 
pect of settled government for some 
years and the removal of the dread of 
unsound finance which has hung like 
some Damoclean sword over the head 
of the business community for the 
twelve months Labor was in office, none 
will be more joyful than insurance men. 
Better trade means more goods being 
moved and more insurance cover re- 
quired in the moving. Better trade 
means more money in the pockets of 
the public and more life, casualty and 
automobile insurances affected. 


Watch Health Insurance Moves 


The new government has a wonderful 
opportunity and it remains to be seen 
whether it will take full advantage of 
this. The chief matter of moment in the 
insurance world is whether it will bring 
out a scheme to consolidate and improve 
the existing contributory sickness, and 
health insurance schemes, add to them 
contributory pensions, death benefit and 
widows’ allowance sections and launch 
the whole as a great “all-in” national 
insurance project. At present the state 
health and unemployment assurance 
functions through certain “approved” 
societies, which were in existence in the 
days of private enterprise and were suit- 
ably situated thereby to give the govern- 
ment proposals effect. The societies are 
subject to much criticism, mainly because 
the insurances all expire on one fixed 
date in each year and it is obviously 
difficult for their officials to deal with 
15,000,000 cards at once in an expedi- 
tious manner. Great delay is usual in 
issuing new cards to replace those ex- 
pired, and there is one card for health 
insurance and one card for unemploy- 
ment, each of which must have a dif- 
ferent class of stamps, purchasable at a 
postoffice, affixed. 

It is suggested that if the “all-in” in- 
surance scheme materializes there should 
be one card only, which lasts for 12 
months, instead of six aS at present. 
Also that the purchase of one stamp per 
week would be sufficient to cover the 
whole insurance. The insurance should 
be renewable 12 months after the card 
was taken out, so as not to put too 
much pressure on the staff at any one 
Particular period of the year. These 
seem sensible suggestions and it will be 
interesting to see whether the govern- 
ment will adopt them when the scheme 
is brought into operation. It will be still 
more interesting to see what the extent 
of the benefits offered will be and what 
weekly premium will be charged for 
them. The time is ripe for a scheme of 
the sort which would give the British 
operative a feeling of security such as 
he has never been able to enjoy in the 
Past. It should be a very useful factor 
in assisting to allay the feeling of unrest 
amongst the laboring men and women, 
which is such a noticeable feature of 
to-day’s social life. 











|. 


' —_ 
OULD there possibly be a flaw in 
wi the propaganda of the National 
Association of Insurance Agents | 
that the keystone arch supporting the 
American agency system is the prin- 
ciple of agent ownership of expirations? 
Thus far we have heard but two/| 
sides of the discussion—the agents’ side 





and the Northwestern National’s side. | 
Is there not a third side—the right | 
side? 


American Agency System Defiined 


What is the American agency 
tem? Lacking a standard definition 
we shall devise one. The American | 
agency system is a system of represen- 
tation of several principals. This is 
contradistinction to the European sys- 
tem under which an agent (a salaried 


sys- | 


employe, usually) represents only one 
company. The American agency sys- 
tem is based on the theory that more 


than one company is to be represented 
and that the business is to be allotted 
to all the companies according to the 
agent’s judgment. If a man represents 
only one company as agent in this coun- 
try it follows that actually he not 
operating under the American agency 
system, , 

We are told by its associates that | 
the American agency system today is 
resting on the principle that the agent 
owns outright and without any ques- 
tion of doubt all of the expirations of 
his office and that unless that principle 
is sustained the system will crumble. 


is 


Two Important Queries 


Two questions inject themselves in 
analyzing that uncompromising state- 
ment. 1. If the principle of agency 
ownership of expirations is sound, can 
there be any exceptions to its opera- 
tion? 2. If the ownership of expira- 


tions be conceded, is it not illogical to 
contend that this is a part of the Ameri- 
can agency system, but rather that it 
then falls within the classification of a 
“brokerage” system? 

We have observed that all compa- 
nies and agents agree that in event of 
actual dishonest or other improper acts 
on the part of the agent, the principle 
of ownership of expirations is cast into 
the discard and totally disregarded. This 


is universal custom. If the principle 
of right of ownership is a legal and 


unassailable one as a basis of the Ameri- 
can agency system, should the manner 
of an agent’s leaving the service of a 
company operate to destroy its legal 
force? 

But what is an agent? 
the canivoncmvnateatle of only 


An 


one 


is 


to 


agent 
party 


Favor the Existing Scale 
NEW YORK, Dec. 


son comes word that the great majority 
of the fire companies operating in Mis- 
sissippi have declared in favor of the 
existing method of compensating local 
agents in the state. It is taken for 
granted that the fire insurance commis- 
sion will so officially order. The classi- 
fication scale used in Mississippi is the 
same as that in operation in elsewhere 
throughout the south. In urging its 
continuance some of the company exec- 


utives promised that if it were later de- 
termined to allow 30 percent flat in 
Southeastern Underwriters territory, as 


is possible, the same figure would then 
be recommended for Mississippi. 


No Change in Texas 


There has been no recent change in 
fire underwriting conditions in Texas. 
Neither companies nor agents have been 
able to bring about a better under- 
standing at Dallas. The refusal of 
Commissioner Scott to sanction the pay- 
ment of brokerage on Texas business 
to non-residents of the state still holds, 
though the ruling may be reversed as 





| the representative of the company. 
| does not and cannot represent the pub- 
| lic 


17.—From Jack- | 


|? AGENCY SYSTEM VS. THE BROKERAGE SYSTEM "| 


By CYRUS K. DREW ——— 
Editor “Insurance Report” 


| the contracts he negotiates; he cannot 
legally be the representative of both 
parties. In insurance custom he is 


He 


that purchases indemnity through 
him. 

The public representative in insurance | 
custom is known as a broker. He is the 
intermediary between two parties to aj} 
contract, representing only one of them 
—the people who buy insurance pro- 
tection from him. He sells neither | 
agencies nor companies, and represents | 
none directly. 


Broker Certainly Owns His Expirations | 


It is a conceded trade principle that | 
there exists no doubt about who owns 
the expirations of business placed | 
through an agency by a broker. The} 
broker owns them. The agent has no 
rights whatsoever in the renewals. It 
is everywhere recognized that a broker 
peddles his business where he pleases | 
and that it is his own. In appraising | 
the value of a local agency the net 
worth is always reached by deducting 
from the gross all business placed in 
the office by outside brokers. This is | 
an unassailable principle in daily usage. | 


Confusing Agents with Brokers 


Is it not possible, therefore, in its | 
propaganda to sustain the fundamentals 
of the American agency system that 
the National Association has confused 
the status of agents with the status of | 
brokers? 

All of the statements set out by the | 
propagandists fall logically into natural 
sequence of verification when amplified | 
to the status of a broker. Can they be 
applied equally to the status of an | 
agent? Only on the admission that the | 
agent is merely a broker, masquerading | 
as an agent. 


Is This, Then, 


The flaw, if any, 
the National 


Not a Flaw? 


in the propaganda of 
Association of Insurance | 
Agents is just this: The principle of | 
ownership of expirations can be a 
tained without argument under present | 
day customs only 
controlled 


with respect to busi- | 
by a broker. To 





| decreasing, 


| policy 


“|| PUSH SOME SIDE LINES 


MORE ACTIVITY NOW NOTED 


Inland Transportation and Furniture 
Installment Taken Up Following 
Slump in Fire Premiums 


Inasmuch as fire premiums have been 
many of the fire companies 
are becoming increasingly active in en- 
couraging their agents to write special 
lines. Among the lines which have been 
receiving attention from some companies 
are inland transportation, furniture in- 
stallment payment coverage and- hail 
policies on greenhouses. Inland trans- 
portation coverage sold to regular truck 
drivers has not been very popular with 


| many agents because of the difficulty in 


making collections. The average truck 
operator usually has no capital and finds 
a place immediately for every cent of 
income. The consequence is that the 


| agent must make frequent personal trips 


to assure collection. 


No Precedents on Liability 


Inland transporte ation coverage is sat- 
isfactory when it is written on fleets of 
cars operated by department stores and 
other well-financed, substantial business 
institutions. These policies cover all 
material carried in the trucks against 
almost all damage. The company 1s 
liable for any damage for which the 
truck operator himself is liable. Since 
there are few or no precedents for de- 
termining just how far this liability goes, 
agents declare that the companies are 
safe only when considering almost all 
possibilities of damage. ; 

The furniture installment coverage 1s 
handled by writing a blanket policy for 
the furniture dealer and furnishing a 
certificate to individual purchasers of 
the turniture. The furniture dealers pay 
a lump sum when a policy is first issued 
which covers for an entire year. The 
policy is written at a figure to cover all 
that the dealer has at stake at the time 
the policy is issued but provides that 
the coverage decreases as payments are 
made, Arrangements may also be made 
so that the individual purchaser may 
protect his interest in the furniture by 
paying an additional premium. This 
not only covers against loss by 


| fire but also against loss due to collision 


_—— 4S-| or derailment in the handling of the 
sume that this right of ownership be- | furniture 
longs also to the agent is to assume | : pater 450.8 
prerogatives and rights that are not | CHARGE COLLUSION IN THEFT 
inherent in the relationship of agent | 
to principal. Pe Paani fe 
The contention of the proponents, | Pittsburgh Investigator Declares Ma- 
therefore, in our judgment, violates the | jority of Stolen Cars Taken With 
fundamental principle upon which the |} Consent of Owners 
American agency system is based. Ex- | 
: r are rs ang . | 
piration rights are things intangible | PITTSBURGH, PA. Dec. 16— 
— wees a —— | Frank L, Ritz, manager of the Pitts- 
the result of a friendly test suit three | burgh branch of the Automobile Under- 


companies are preparing to institute. | writers’ Detective Bureau, declared re- 
———— ee i cently, in verifying a similar statement 
Big Loss at Cromwell, Okla. |made by Joseph P. Dumas, Boston 
More than three blocks of the busi- | manager for the Automobile Underwrit- 
ness district of Cromwell, Okla. were ers’ Association, in a federal court triai 
destroyed by a fire that is said to have | i: Boston, that a large percentage of 
broken out in several places simulta-| the average of 11 automobiles stolen 
neously early Sunday morning. Dyna- | deity in the Pittsburgh district are 
ee ee ee ee ee i | taken with the consent of their owners 
flames, some of the sma rame build- ~_ : 
. ae é | and 70 percent of all automobiles stolen 
ings being pulled away by oil mod EY Pon United Stated abe collusions 
trucks. Only about 50 business houses = ~ : . om 
were left standing when the fire died | Mr. Dumas’ statement is entirely 
down. This is the seeond fire that has correct,” Ritz said. “I remember re- 
swept this little oil city within the} cently breaking up a ‘fence’ in Fair- 
month; the first fire destroying build- | mont, W. Va., where an investigation 
ings and stocks in the business district | ~howed that 53 of 57 auto thefts were 
estimated at $125,000. collusions, automobiles supposedly 


Kentucky Agent’s Narrow Escape 


Paul H. Eastham, prominent local 
agent of Ashland and Catlettsburg, Ky., 
had a narrow escape from death. He 
was found unconscious in his bathroom. 
Mr. Eastham had an engagement for the 
morning, and when the telephone rang, 
a servant called Mr. Eastham, and, re- 
ceiving no response, went to the bath- 
room. 
constant companion, the 


was dead on 





floor. It took the doctors some time to 
revive him. He was overcome with gas 
fumes. 


His shepherd dog, which was a | 


stolen but given to a friend, usually a 
large garage owner, and sold in an at- 
tempt to defraud insurance companies. 
As proof that the majority of automo- 
biles stolen were collusions I learned 
that 18 of the machines had been sold 
in Fairmont by a ‘fence’ previous to 
the time they were reported stolen. An 
automobile reported stolen in  Pitts- 
burgh July 17. 1921, was found to have 
been sold in Fairmont July 7, 1921, the 
investigation showed.” 
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Bisiect Reading 


‘Cancellator’”’ 


Has Now * Made Universal 


EVERAL thousand of the Direct 
Reading Rate Finder and Cancel- | 


lator have been sold since it was 
brought out last spring by the Discom- 
puter Company of Grand Rapids and 
THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, although 
the short rate cancellations on the original 
device applied strictly only to Western 
Union territory. The Cancellator is so 
useful, however, for pro rata cancellations 
that it has had a sale all over the country. 


Now by a study of short rate tables 
it has been made universal. The new 
Cancellator can be used dccurately for 


short rate cancellations in every .state 
of the United States except Wisconsin. 
It can, of course, be used for pro rata 
cancellations anywhere. 

What the Cancellator Is 


The Cancellator is a device for tell- 


tables in different sections of the coun- 
try, patient checking showed that they 
differed only slighlty, and furthermore, 
that practically all the differences oc- 
curred at the same points. It is prob- 
able that no thorough-going comparison 
had ever before been made. To show 
each table accurately in full it would be 
necessary to print them separately, but 
on a calculating device it is only neces- 
sary to provide for the differences where 
they occur. When this was realized the 
Cancellator was remade with new plates 
to cover 47 of the 48 states. The Wis- 
consin table is so different that it can- 
not be covered in the same device as the 


| other states. 


ing instantaneously the number of days | 


a policy has been in force, and also the 
percentage of earned premium on either 
the short or the pro rata basis. A three 
year period, or 1,095 days, is worked 
out day by day for pro rata cancella- 
tions. The short rate percentages are 
given instantaneously only for one year 
policies, but the short rate table for 
term policies is given on the back. 

By using the days column and refer- 
ring to the short rate table, short rate 
cancellations of term policies are almost 
instantaneous. The 


is a calendar, 


Simply Read “Off the Arm” 


The Cancellator consists of three 
disks. The outer disk has the columns 
showing the number of days and the 
earned percentages. The second disk 
and the third carries a 

In figuring a cancella- 
alendar is merely set for the 


“reading arm.” 
tion the c 


| day the sales was issued, and the arm 


Cancellator can be | 


used for five-year policies also with a | 
minimum of pencil work. 
While there are several short rate 


cancellation. 
‘off the 


is turned to the date of 
The percentages are then read * 
arm.” 

The Cancellator is 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER. 
It is made of varnished 
can be washed without damage and will 
last a long time. It is not only a great 
time-saver in every office, but it has even 
greater value in preventing mistakes such 
as so often occur in figuring cancellations. 


sold by THe Na- 
The price is $2. 
“tough jack.” It 








LL 


SOME RECENT COURT DECISIONS IN 
THE FIELD OF FIRE UNDERWRITING 








Liability for Loss in Transportation— 
Where the assured sought to recover 
for goods lost in transit between New 


York and place in Paterson which was | 


not its business place described in the 
policy which insured 
chandise, outgoing and incoming, 
for account of the 
places of the assured: 
Paterson, N. J.,” and 
graph 


made 
following business 
184 Fourth Ave., 
where the para- 

concluded, “This policy covers 
only within the limits of the United 
States and Canada,” held that the policy 
was limited to shipments in and out of 
the specified place. Shirley Silk Co. v. 

Globe & Rutgers Co., U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, 3rd (¢ ircuit. _Decided Nov. 

* 

Special and adie ean of defendant 
offered to insure plaintiff’s building, 
then in course of erection, for $9000. 
The next day, finding the local agent 
out, plaintiff left a written acceptance 
of defendant’s offer in the local agent's 
office. Since it was the agent’s custom 
to keep its clients’ policies in their safe, 
plaintiff believed the policy had been 
duly issued. Thereafter, the building 
was destroyed by fire, and plaintiff was 
informed that no such policy had been 
issued. Held, that defendant could not 
escape liability by its neglect to issue 
policy. Tatum v. Hartford Fire. U. S. 
Dist. Ct. West Dist. of La. (9572) De- 
cided Oct. 10. 

ss 


Where evidence established that in- 
sured set fire to his dwelling held he was 
not entitled to recover on fire policy 
though insurer had not asked for reci- 
sion of policy nor tendered back un- 
earned premium.—In Exnicios vs. Sun, 
supreme court of Louisiana, 101 So. 383, 
the plaintiff brought suit on a policy cov- 
ering furniture for $2,350. 


| the recision of the policy 


“shipments of mer- | 


by plaintiff. He hoped to gain finan- 
cially by burning it and its contents. 
* * * Plaintiff, however, contends that 
he should recover in this case, notwith- 
standing the conclusion reached by us 
as to the origin of the fire, for the reason 
that defendant has not prayed for the 
recision of the policy sued upon, and 
for the further reason that defendant 
has not tendered him the unearned por- 
tion of the premium paid on the policy. 

“Plaintiff's contention is clearly un- 
tenable. In order to defeat the suit on 
the ground that plaintiff set the house 
afire for the purpose ol recovering the 
insurance on the furniture therein, de- 
fendant was not called upon to pray for 
i or to tender 
the unearned premium.” 

‘se * 

Evidence of issuance and loss of fire 
policy held sufficient to raise question 
for jury.—In St. Paul Fire & Marine 
vs. Wilburn, supreme court of Okla- 
homa Pac. 410, the plaintiff insti- 
tuted an action to recover under a firc 
policy for the loss of a dwelling. The 
company denied issuing the policy, and 
the plaintiff contended the policy was 
issued and lost by defendant's agent. 
In reviewing the evidence relative to 
this, holding it sufficient to go to the 
jury, and in affirming a judgment in 
favor of the plaintiff, the court said: 

“It appears that a mortgagee of the 
insured, who was concerned in the prop- 
erty being insured, went with the in- 
sured to see the agent. Both parties tes- 
tified that the agent went to his records 


999 


| and after some search advised them that 


There was | 


sufficient evidence to convince the court | 


that plaintiff set fire to the house him- 
self. The plaintiff, however, contended 
that even so he should be allowed a re- 
covery since the insurer did not pray for 
a recision of the policy nor tender ‘back 
the unearned premium. In denying this 
claim the court said: 

“In our view the house was set on fire 


the policy had been issued and was a 
binding obligation on the company. The 
parties further testified, that the agent 
advised them the company could furnish 
a copy of the policy at any time it was 
desired. 

“The plaintiff made written demand as 
is provided by the statute upon the de- 
fendant to be furnished the original 
policy. The request and failure of the 
company to furnish the policy rendered 
the foregoing proof competent as to its 
execution and loss. The testimony ot 
the plaintiff was sufficient to raise an 


-_prominence 





issue of fact to go to the jury on the 
question of the issuance of the policy 
by the defendant and its loss by the 
agent. * * * We recommend that the 
judgment be affirmed.” 

* * * 


False representations not made or au- 
thorized by insured in obtaining fire 
policy held not ground for cancellation 
of policy. False representations as to 
value of insured building held not to 


avoid policy. In Patron’s Mutual Fire 
vs. Perl et al., supreme court of Mich- 
igan, 200 N. W. 286, the company 


brought an action to cancel a policy of 
fire insurance, on the grounds of breach 
of warranty, misrepresentation, and 
fraud in procuring the policy. The ap- 


plication for the policy in question, it 
appears, was not signed by the insured 
but by the agent of the company. 

The property covered was owned by 
several persons, and upon the trial of 
the cause their testimony relative to 
the character of the property contra- 


dicted the statements in the application. 
On this state of facts, the court in de- 
clining to hold any of the insured own- 
ers of the property liable for the repre- 


sentations made in the application in 
part said: 
What the Court Held 

“The brother-in-law, Mr. Shankey 
acted for all of the defendants in obtain- 
ing the insurance. It is his testimony 
that he did not seek out the agent oi 
the plaintiff company, asking for insur- 
ance, but that the agent * * sought 


him and urged him to insure, 
after several interviews a 
issued in the sum of $3,000. 

“He also testifies that he 
written application for the insurance, 
and that he never authorized any one 
to sign a written application for him. 
The agent did not testify in the case. 
It is difficult to see how defendants 
should be held liable for statements they 
never made nor authorized.” 

The fire which destroyed the property 
covered by the policy in question orig- 
inated oi other property 100 feet away. 
In view of which the court held section 
17 of Act 264, Public Acts of 1921, ap- 
plicable which would prevent the void- 
ing of the policy. The section of the 
act cited provided as follows: 

“No policy of fire insurance shall 
thereafter be declared void by the in- 
surer for the breach of any condition 
of the policy if the insurer has not been 
injured by such breach, or where a loss 
has not occurred during such breach, 
and by of such breach of con- 
dition.” 


policy was 


eas 


made no 


reason 


* 


Construction of the Words “Stock,” 
“Materials” and “Supplies” in Fire Pol- 


icy—Defendant’s policy insured plain- 
tiff’s assignor company on “stock, ma- 
terials and supplies of every descrip- 
tion,’ while in the custody of such 


The insured, a 

delivered to its 
trimmings, mate- 
During the life of 
destroyed a quantity 
of the patterns. Held that since the 
policy, a New Jersey standard form, 
provided that defendant should not be 
liable for loss of “patterns,” unless such 
liability was specifically assumed, judg- 
ment should be directed for defendant. 
The words “stock, materials and sup- 
plies” did not include “patterns.” Breen 
vs. St. Paul Fire & Marine Ins. Co., 
N. Y. Sup. Ct., App. Div. (ist Dept.) 
Decided Nov. 28. 


assignor’s subcontractor. 
clothing manufacturer, 
subcontractor, stock 
rials and patterns. 
the policy, a fire 


Butler in Continental Office 


Jay W. Butler, well-known broker of 
Chicago, who has had his headquarters 
in the office of Fred S. James & Co., 
has moved into the downtown office of 
the Continental Casualty, in the Illinois 
Merchants’ Bank building. Mr. Butler 
has been in the Fred S. James office 
since entering the business in 1911. Pr 
vious to that he was connected with 
the National Bank of the Republic. 

The downtown office of the Continental 
Casualty has been growing steadily into 
in Chicago casualty 
having built up a good volume of busi- 


e- 


and that ! 


circles, | 


ness of a desirable type. It was opened | 
last February, and has already demon- | 
strated its value to he company. 


PRESENT "SUGGESTIONS 


REPORT ON CONTRACT BONDS 


iia 7 Special Commit- 
tee Will Be Feature of Surety 
Association Meeting 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—One of 
major matters to be considered by the 
Surety Association of America at its 
meeting here tomorrow will be the re- 
port of its committee on contractors 
bonds. The committee, of which H. G 
Badgerow, vice-president of the Conti- 
nental Casualty is chairman, met yester- 
day and reviewed the final draft of its 
report which is a most voluminous one. 
After summarizing existing difficulties 
in writing contract bonds the committee 
makes a number of definite recommen- 
dations, the adoption of which it is be- 
lieved will greatly improve present prac- 
tices. Since their appointment several 
months ago, Mr. Badgerow and his com- 
mittee associates have worked con- 
stantly to evolve a practical plan that 
would prove acceptable to both under- 
writers and contractors and are sanguine 
that this has now been attained. 


the 


C. H. Potts’ Change 


Potts, formerly manager of the 
Indiana office of the National Bureau 
of Casualty & Surety Underwriters and 
well known in the middle west, who has 
for the past three years been manager 
f the casualty department of Dale & 
Co. at Montreal, has resigned that po- 
sition to become a director and man- 
ager of the casualty department of J. 
M. McCoulloch & Co. of Montreal. 


H. 


State Fund Dividends 
The State 
Fund 


California 
announces that an 
percent of the premiums 
ing 1924 will be returned 
holders. It is said that 
years’ existence of the 
turned $8,300,000 to its policy 


Compensation 
average of 30 
collected dur- 
to its policy- 
during the 11 
fund it has re- 
yholders 


Reig With American Employers 
W. Scott Reig, formerly 
Philadelphia for the 


manager in 
Pennsylvania Surety, 


has been appointed manager of the 
bonding department for the American 
Employers of Boston with headquarters 


in Philadelphia. 


Georgia Approves Resolution 
The 
Georgia 


the 
has 
resolution, 
to the 
generally 


executive committee of 
Local Agents Association 
approved the Milwaukee 
which will now be submitted 
organization's membership 
when it meets next year. 
Casualty Notes 
Liberty Life of Topeka, 
been licensed in Illinois and 
for life, accident and health 

John L. Way, who retired recently as 
vice-president of the Travelers. and Mrs 
Way will leave early in 1925 for an 
extended European trip. 

Percy T. Singles, assistant manager 
for the Travelers at Dayton, O., was ac- 
cidentally killed last week when a shot- 
gun he was carrying discharged while 
be was alighting from his automobile. 

Earl Davis, formerly of the Globe In- 
demnity office at San Francisco, has been 
named special agent in the Pacific North- 
west for the company. His headquar- 
ters are at Seattle. 

Harry C. Sprague, 
the contract bond department of the 
Maryland Casualty, is touring the Pacific 
Coast states. He is now in the Pacific 
Northwest and will stop at Salt Lake 
City and Denver en route to the home 
office. 

Herman 


The Kan., has 
California 
business. 


superintendent of 


Fehr, president of the North- 
western Casualty & Surety; George 
Lines, counsel for the Northwestern Mu- 
tual Life, and Dr. Charles Albright, one 
of the leading life underwriters of the 
United States, have been named direc- 
ters of the Milwaukee Community Fund, 
which has charge of centralized charity 
in Milwaukee. 

The Standard Accident of Detroit has 
leased the grade floor of the building 
at 50-54 John street, New York, for its 
underwriting offices, in charge of O. H. 
Davidson; the sixth floor of the Federal 
teserve Bank annex at 89-97 Maiden 
Lane, for the general offices of the east- 
ern district, with Paul Bowen, assistant 
secretary, in charge; and also space at 
110 William street for the bonding de- 
partment in charge of Welles Allen. 
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INSURANCE SENTIMENT 
UNDERGOES A CHANGE 


Compulsory Automobile Insurance 
Bills Will Not Be Favored 
or Opposed 


ATTITUDE TO BE NEUTRAL | 


Underwriters Will Give All Possible 
Information and Help to Commit- 
tees Investigating the Question 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Carrying out 
the resolution submitted by A. Duncan 
Reid, president of the Globe Indemnity, 
at a conference held in this city last 
week to consider the attitude casualty 
underwriters should take with respect to 
compulsory automobile insurance meas- 
ures, Edson §. Lott, president of the 
United States Casualty, who acted as 
chairman of the conference, today 
named William BroSmith, vice-presi- 
dent Travelers; J. W. Henry of Pitts- 
burgh, president National Association 
of Casualty & Surety Agents; Austin J. 
Lilly, general counsel Maryland Casu- 
alty; Edson S. Lott, president United 
States Casualty; Manton Maverick, vice- 
president Continental Casualty; Yr, C 
Moffatt, president National Association 
of Insurance Agents; A. Duncan Reid, 
president Globe Indemnity; E. C. Stone, 
associate United States manager Em- 
ployers Liability, and C. H. Remington, 
vice-president Aetna Life. The commit- 
tee is to assemble all possible data re- 
garding the question, setting forth the 
arguments both for and against such 
legislation. Its function will be to give 
all possible aid to legislators in drafting 
desirable bills of the proposed character. 

NEW YORK, Dec. 17. ; 
ance men undeubtedly are looking at 
proposed compulsory automobile insur- 
ance measures in a different light than 
they have before, following the meet- 
ing here last week at which this sub- 
ject was considered. It was the con- 
sensus of opinion that the term 
“compulsory automobile insurance” is a 


The insur- 


misnomer. Some have suggested “ob- 
ligatory insurance” would be a better 
one. 

A. J. Lilly, general counsel of the 


Maryland Casualty, who has given the 
subject much thought, takes the posi- 
tion that what the public is endeavoring | 
to do is simply to establish financial re- 
sponsibility in case of a person secur- 
ing an automobile license. In other 
words, the point is made that a license 
should not be issued until the applicant 
is able to satisfy the state that he will | 
be able to pay a judgment for dam- 
ages in case he is held responsible for | 
an accident. 

The legislative commissions and state 
bodies that are investigating this sub- 
ject are not at all impressed with the 
argument that the way to reduce acci- 
dents is not through the obligatory in- 
surance route but by a more rigid en- 
forcement of traffic regulations, stiffer | 
fines and even more exacting ordinances | 


} sions, 
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INTEREST IN THE PLAN 


ACCIDENTAL DEATH BENEFIT 


| New Arrangement Made by Continental 


Casualty With Northwestern Mu- 
tual and Mutual Benefit Life 


Agents of both life and accident com- 
panies have shown great interest in the 


new arrangements made by the Contin- | 


ental Casualty 
Life and the Northwestern Mutual Life 
for the sale of accidental death indem- 
nity policies with waiver of premiums 
for permanent disability. The plan is 
worked out to permit the life agents of 
these companies to write what becomes 
in effect a double indemnity life insur- 
ance contract with waiver of premiums 
for permanent disability, the assured re- 
ceiving two contracts however instead 
of one, the straight life contract from 
the life company and the accidental 
death indemnity contract from the Con- 
tinental Casualty. 


Three Contracts are Used 


Three contracts for this purpose are 
being issued by the Continental Cas- 
ualty. They are alike except for the 
length of time for which premium is to 
be paid. One policy calls for payment 
of premium so long as the insurance is 
carried. A second policy calls for pay- 
ment of premium for 10, 15, 20 or 25 
years as the case may be, and the in- 
surance ceases with the payment of 
premium or sooner if age 65 is reached. 
The third policy is a limited payment 
policy, calling for payment of premiums 
for the length of time that payments are 
to be made on the life policy, 10, 15, 20 
or 25 years as the case may be, and the 
Continental contract continues in force 
without further payment of premium 
until the insured reaches the age of 65. 
None of these Continental policies may 
be written unless the agent also writes 
a Continental non-cancellable disability 
policy with a minimum monthly indem- 
nity of $50. 

The annual premium 
of death indemnity on the two forms 
providing coverage only so long as pre- 
miums are paid, is $1.35 in the select 
and preferred classes; $1.70 in the extra 
preferred and ordinary classes, and $2.35 
in the medium class. All of the policies 
have a waiver of premium clause, a rein- 
statement clause and a_ convertible 
clause. The rates on the limited pay- 
ment policy are like life insurance rates, 
different for each age as well as for each 
different payment plan and also different 
i to the class in which the risk 
alls. 


for each $1,000 


regulating trafic. The 
take a firmer attitude. 

however, tell the 
others very plainly 


courts might 
These commis- 
insurance 


and that they 


are 


not concerned with the subject of acci- | 


dent prevention. They are only inter- 
ested in seeing to it that some provi- 
sion is made to recompense those who 
are injured or the families of those who 
are killed. 


Many are Irresponsible 
Case after case is cited where these 
injuries have taken place and it is found 
that the persons responsible are worth 
nothing and cannot compensate those 


with the Mutual Benefit | 


men | 


| to combat them, 


SITUATION NOW WORSE 


CHICAGO SERIOUS CONDITION 


Commission and Agency Rules Are Be- 
ing Violated in Plate Glass and 
Burglary Lines 


The casualty situation especially with 
regard to plate glass and burglary in 
Chicago, is growing steadily worse. A 
committee from the Illinois Casualty 
Underwriters i 


Association, consisting of 
Col. Harvey Jones, Maryland Cas- 
ualty, George D. Webb, London Guar- 


Bur- 
went to New York 


a ri Accident and Charles H. 
ras, Joyce & Co., 
last pelts to see if it were possible to 
secure action before chaotic conditions 
actually arose. Excess commissions are 
paid on these classes. It started with 
the plate glass business. All effort to 
get the companies in line on plate glass 
has failed. .Certain companies have 
never lived up to the rules, have more 
high commission agents than they are 
entitled to, and do not hesitate to 
sweeten the compensation paid brokers. 


Burglary Is Affected 


This condition is eating into the burg- 
lary insurance field. Companies that 
are living up to the agreement find their 
business slipping away from them. At 
the conference in New York, Mr. Bur- 
ras stated that the National Surety and 
New York Indemnity would retire from 
the conference in Chicago unless active 
steps were taken to stave off demoraliz- 
ation. It was decided to leave the mat- 
ter of acquisition cost to Superintendent 

3eha of New York. The National 
agency committee did not seem to have 
anything tangible to suggest to improve 
the situation in Chicago. In other 
words, the companies evidently find they 
cannot control the situation in that city 
because they will not work in harmony. 


Now Up to Beha 


decides that 
cost must be 


If Superintendent Beha 
the maximum acquisition 
observed and he will enforce it on all 
companies operating in that state, it 
will tend to tame down some companies 
that are now running amuck. If he 
declares that he has no jurisdiction and 
that the regulation of commissions and 
brokerage is a company matter, further 
demoralization is likely. 

While in the general field the acqui- 
sition cost rules have been successful 
in that they have stabilized the busi- 
ness, but they have broken down in 
some points like Chicago. 

Chicago agents predict that unless a 
halt is called, demoralization will soon 
affect automobile lines. 


who are disabled. The public is demand- 
ing that some action be taken. The in- 
surance men seem now convinced that 
these measures are going to be backed 
by strong influences, that it is useless 
that the human ele- 
ment cannot be ignored and that some- 
thing must be done to establish finan- 
cial responsibility. 

There were two speakers before last 
week’s meeting that made a profound 
impression, they being Mr. Lilly and As- 
sistant General Manager Edward C. 
Stone of the Employers’ Liability. Both 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 50) 


TRAFFIC CONFERENCE 
MET IN WASHINGTON 





Insurance Companies Given As- 
signment in Program of 
National Safety 


ARE LAUDED BY COOLIDGE 


Compulsory Insurance Not a Part of 
Program, That Suggestion 
Being Defeated 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 
The two day conference on street and 
highway safety, called by Secretary of 
Commerce Herbert Hoover, concluded 
its sessions here today and, after draw- 
ing up a long list of recommendations, 
adjourned until December of next year. 
the work of applying the remedies sug- 
gested being left entirely with the pres- 
ent national Insurance 
companies given a program of 
co-operative work, by which they can 
align their efforts with the general 
safety program. During the course of 
the conference compulsory automobile 
insurance came up for consideration, 
but was not approved. The relation of 
insurance was confined to preventive 


measures as a part of the general 
scheme. 


16.— 


organizations. 
were 


President Coolidge Spoke 


of the conference was 
President Coolidge, who 
spoke briefly to the delegates during 
the day, the president repeating Mr. 
Hoover’s thought that this problem is 
one for state and individual action and 
not federal direction. 

Several hundred delegates, represent- 
ing 39 states, met at the headquarters 
of the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce for the purpose of devising ways 
for reducing the highway accident toll 
of the country. The general meeting of 
the National Conference on Street and 


The purpose 
applauded by 


Highway Safety, through which this 
purpose is to be achieved, after a brief 
address by Secretary of Commerce 


Hoover, who called the meeting, at once 
applied itself to the reports submitted 
by the various committes from which, 


after a full discussion of the various 
recommendations, a final report was 
drafted as a basis for legislative and 


other action regarding the use of auto- 
mobiles. 


Hoover Opens Conference 


In welcoming the delegates to the 
conference, Secretary Hoover pointed 
| out the growing gravity of the situation, 
the steady increase in the toll of auto- 
mobile accidents while accidental deaths 
from other causes are being reduced. 
“It is high time that something should 
be done,” he declared. “We must find 
constructive measures to meet the crisis 
of tens of thousands of deaths annually, 
with hundreds of thousands of serious 
personal injuries, and millions of prop- 
erty damage, accompanied by an eco- 
nomic loss of some staggering sum such 
as $600,000,000 yearly. 

“Here is a waste in human lives each 
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year equal to one-third of the American 
losses by death in the world war, two 
and one-half times as many casualties 
as all those suffered by the American 
forces. This is a yearly loss to which is 
given added emphasis by the fact that 
it has been and is steadily increasing 
until the American people at last awak- 
ened to the appalling situation, are de- 
manding in no uncertain tones that 
something be done about it, and that 
something soon.” 
Study Grade Crossings 


The problem of the grade crossing 
occupied most of the time of the first 
afternoon session, there being consid- 
erable difference of opinion as to how 
this difficulty should be approached. 
This is conceded to be one‘of the most 
difficult questions before the conference. 
A high proportion of traffic accidents 
occur at grade crossings. 

High speed in city traffic also was 
discussed, delegates from various police 
departments declaring that often courts 
refuse to cooperate with the police in 
attempting to control traffic violations. 
Few cities have an adequate traffic 
force, it was brought out. 

Dering the afternoon session it was 
found impracticable to consider each of 
the committee reports separately in the 
two days planned for the conference and 
it was determined to appoint group 
committees which would take up vari- 
ous problems and prepare recommenda- 
tions. The chairmen of these commit- 
tees and one member from each to be 
appointed by the chairman, then were 
to meet in executive session and pre- 
pare a report embodying these recom- 
mendations, to be submitted to the con- 
ference for discussion and adoption. In 
order that the executive meeting might 
be held without delay, the evening ses- 
sion which had been planned for Mon- 
day night was eliminated. 

J. M. Eaton of the American Mutual 
Alliance was appointed chairman of the 
insurance committee group and selected 
James S. Kemper of the Lumbermen’s 
Mutual Casualty as the second group 
representative in the executive meeting. 

Full Report Adopted 


The second day of the conference 
was devoted to consideration of the re- 
port prepared by the joint committee 
representing the various groups. The 
report incorporated practically all of 
the important recommendations made 
by the several committees concisely 
presented and was adopted by the con- 
ference with little or no debate on 
most of the items. 

Several sections of the report are of 
interest to insurance folk, especially the 
suggestions for co-operative work, in 
which insurance companies are urged: 

Ask Insurance Cooperation 


“To keep a detailed and clearly or- 
ganized record of their experience of 
street and highway accidents according 
to causes, location and other controlling 
factors, and to exert their influence, 
through co-operative effort, to bring 
about the preparation of a uniform 
standard form for the recording of es- 
sential particulars relating to accidents 
and their prevention on our streets and 
highways. 

“To co-operate through their various 
associations and affiliations in the com- 
pilation and distribution, with other 
agencies, of a uniform manual for the 
use of automobile drivers, designed to 
educate the operators of motor vehicles 
in safe driving practices, and divided 
into two sections: The one comprising 
special instructions to drivers of com- 
mercial automobiles; the other special 
instructions to drivers of private passen- 
ger automobiles. 

Urge More Inspection 

“To co-operate with and impress upon 
those insuring fleets of commercial au- 
tomobiles the desirability of conducting 
regular and periodical courses of in- 
struction for their fleet drivers. 

“To adopt the practice, insofar as 
practicable, of making periodical in- 
spections as to the condition of auto- 
mobiles insured by them, with particular 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 52) 





TO DRAFT BUS COVER 


NEBRASKA COMMITTEE NAMED 





Insurance Men at Conference Favor 
Liability Policy as Opposed to 
Surety Bond 





LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 16.—Follow- 
ing a conference attended by 15 or 20 
casualty and surety men, at the invita- 
tion of the Nebraska state railway com- 
mission, a -committee composed of 
Harry A. Koch, of Omaha, representing 
the bonding companies; Ed Heflin, of 
the Martin agency, Omaha, representing 
the insurance companies, and R. J. 
Walsh, for the operators of inter-town 
bus lines, has undertaken to present a 
form of a bond or policy that will pro- 
vide continuing coverage for bus pas- 
sengers and yet not cost too much for 
the bus men to carry. 

The conference was held for the pur- 
pose of getting the ideas of the casualty 
men on a form of bond that the com- 
mission had had its attorney draft, and to 
ascertain if it would be practicable and 
satisfactory. This draft was in the form 
of a surety bond, with joint liability of 
the principal and agent, so that one 
suit would be all that a person seeking 
recovery under it would need bring. It 
also followed the form of warehouseman 
bonds and ran to the state. The attor- 
ney explained this was to prevent the 
owner from running away if a very dis- 
astrous accident occurred, leaving the 
damaged persons unable to get service 
upon him. He said the liability poli- 
cies now in force did not comply fully 
with either the law or the order of the 
commission in various respects, espe- 
cially in the matter of age, the commis- 
sion ordering that no one under 21 
shall drive a bus. 


Prefer Liability Policy 


Mr. Heflin and Mr. Koch were the 
principal spokesmen for the insurance 
men. They said one disadvantage at- 
taching to a joint liability bond was 
that juries are careless with the money 
of insurance companies. They would 
therefore be called upon to pay larger 
sums, if they were sued at the same 
time, than if the usual practice were 
followed, under which the property of 
the principal is exhausted before re- 
course is had upon the insurer. 

The insurance men generally favored 
the liability policy. The surety bond 
is not based on the idea that the com- 
pany will have to pay, while in the case 
of a policy it is expected that payment 
of some amount will be exacted. The 
rates are based upon that theory. They 
argued also that if surety bond for a 
specific sum were given, the amount 
might be exhausted as the result of 
judgments obtained following a single 
accident, and as this would not be fixed 
until a considerable period after the ac- 
cident occurred there would be no cov- 
erage on anybody else hurt meanwhile 
or afterwards. On the other hand a 
policy indemnifies the operator for the 
life of the policy; the amount it must 
pay is determined by law. 

Distinction Between Two Forms 


Mr. Koch said the distinction between 
the two forms was that a policy is posi- 
tive; it is an agreement to do something 
in a certain event happening. A surety 
bond is negative, in that the obligation 
is not to do anything until the princi- 
pal’s property is exhausted. Only the 
public would be protected by a bond, 
whereas a policy protects both the 
public and the bus owner. If a com- 
pany is on a bond it cannot get off until 
the expiration of the time for which it 
runs; whereas if an owner has had a 
bad accident experience, the company. 
carrying a liability policy, can get off 
the risk. H. S. Byrne of Omaha said 
that if the commission plan were fol- 
lowed it would mean a new bond after 
every accident. 

Mr. Koch said he would submit to his 
company the form of coverage the com- 





CASUALTY OFFICIALS MEET 


Acquisition Cost Schedule Chief Subject 
at Annual Dinner of Bureau 
Members 


NEW YORK, DEC. 16.—The annual 
get-together dinner of the executives of 
the companies comprising the National 
Bureau of Casualty & Surety Under- 
writers was held here last Thursday 
night. It was the most successful affair 
of this kind ever held by the Bureau. 
Jesse S. Phillips, general manager, pre- 
sided. Fifty of the chief executives 
and other officers of the company mem- 


Acquisition Cost Chief Issue 


Following dinner, Mr. Phillips re- 


last and 


on 


the 
somewhat 


Bureau in three years, 
dwelt 
the good condition in which the com- 
panies found themselves as a result of 
rate observance brought about through 
co-operation. Following his remarks, 
which were very well received, Mr. 


officers of the companies. The first 
speaker was W. L. Mooney, vice-presi- 
dent of the Aetna, who took for his sub- 
ject the much mooted question of “Ac- 
quisition Cost.” The subject was espe- 
cially timely because of the fact that 
the entire matter is now before Superin- 
tendent Beha of New York. Mr. 
Mooney’s review of acquisition cost 


and he was warmly commended by the 


Had Round Table Discussion 


The acquisition cost matter then be- 
came a matter for round-table discus- 
sion. At the close of the discussion, a 
resolution was adopted empowering Mr. 
Mooney as chairman of the committee 
which has the matter before Superin- 
the 


mittee had 


sition cost rules. 
Among others taking part in the dis- 


dent, 
Butler, president, and William Bro- 
Smith, vice-president, Travelers; Nor- 


A. Duncan Reid, president, and William 
J. McCaffrey. vice-president, Globe In- 
demnity; F. Highlands Burns, president, 
Maryland Casualty, and Edson S. Lott, 
president, United States Casualty. 


tribute to Jesse S. Phillips for his work 
as general manager of the National Bu- 
reau. He commended Mr. Phillips and 
the Bureau staff for the very good work 
done during the past year. In this senti- 
ment he was joined by A. Duncan Reid. 
These expressions of commendation for 
Mr. Phillips and the Bureau were ap- 
plauded by the officers of the various 
companies present. 








mittees would propose before reporting 
on it, and suggested that it would be 
well to consult with the various compa- 
nies, in the belief that the expert knowl- 


secure what it was evident the com- 
mission wanted, a continuing coverage. 
He doubted whether all of the compa- 


Flynn With Southern Surety 


The Southern Surety has appointed 
Joseph F. Flynn, formerly associated with 


Indemnity, general agent of the credit 
department for Chicago. 





viewed briefly, the work done by the | 


tendent Beha, to report that the com- | 
undivided and hearty | 
support of the chief executives in its | 
efforts to administer the present acqui- | 


cussion were Charles H. Holland, presi- | 
Independence Indemnity; L. F. | 


man R. Moray of the Hartford Accident | 
& Indemnity; E. M. Linville, president, | 
New York Indemnity; H. G. B. Alex- | 
ander, president, Continental Casualty; | 


edge of all of them would be able to | 


| 





bers of the Bureau were in attendance. | 


the accomplish- | 
ments of the year just ended. He cited | 





COST PLAN DISCUSSED | NEW JERSEY AUTO PLAN 


COMMISSION ENDS ITS WORK 
Tentative Announcement Made of Pro- 
posed Legislation to Be Recom- 
mended by It 





TRENTON, N. J., Dec. 16.—Begin- 
ning with 1926 every automobile owner 
in New Jersey, as a prerequisite to ob- 
taining registration for his machine, 
must first satisfy the motor vehicle com- 
missioner or his lawful agent that he is 
financially able to pay damages of at 
least $5,000 for any one person killed 
or injured, and at least $10,000 for more 
than one casualty in any one accident, 
also at least $1,000 for property damage 
in any one accident, caused by negligent 
maintenance or operation of his auto- 
mobile. ; 
This is the tentative proposal which 
will be submitted to the incoming ses- 
sion of the legislature by the commis- 
sion, created under the joint house reso- 
lution at the 1924 session, to investigate 


| the question of compensation for per- 


Phillips turned the meeting over to the | 


| sonal injuries or death resulting from 


operation of motor vehicles. The com- 
mission met in Trenton last Thursday 
and will meet again Friday. 

This financial responsibility may be 
either in the form of cash or securities 
satisfactory to the vehicle commissioner, 
or a liability policy in a responsible com- 
pany. In the case of large concerns or 
corporations operating several machines, 


| it is proposed that a maximum liability 


matters was one of the most interesting | 
presentations ever heard on the subject, | 


shall be $30,000. The commission decided 
also to invite Edward E, Maxson, bank- 
ing and insurance commissioner, to at- 
tend Friday’s meeting and discuss rates 


| to be charged by the various insurance 


chief executives when he had finished. | 


companies under the proposed act. 
Dr. S. S. Huebner, head of the Uni- 


| versity of Pennsylvania’s insurance de- 
J = . . 
| partment, said at last week’s meeting 


| 


that the proposed law would go a long 
way toward eliminating irresponsible 
drivers. State Senator Whitney sug- 
gested that a joint bill be passed by New 
Jersey and neighboring states, requiring 
all motorists in contiguous territory to 
comply with the same statute. Other- 
wise, he argued, it would be tantamount 
to taxing New Jersey citizens and per- 


| mitting non-residents to use the roads 


without responsibility in event of acci- 
dent. 


SEE NEW CASUALTY RECORD 





Baltimore Companies Expect 1924 Busi- 
ness to Surpass Any Previous 
Year’s Total 





BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 16.—Judg- 
ing from the volume of business already 


| reported, the amount of surety and cas- 


Mr. Butler of the Travelers paid high | 


nies would care to write the business. 


| the casualty 


the Chicago office of the American Credit | 


ualty business transacted this year will 
set a new record, according to officials 
of local companies. The four companies 
with headquarters in this city, the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 
Maryland Casualty, Fidelity & Deposit 
and New Amsterdam Casualty, did an 
annual business in excess of $70,000,000 
in 1923, and there are indications that 
this total will be considerably increased 
by the end of 1924. 

The development of new lines of 
suretyship has contributed largely to the 
rapid growth in the business of these 
companies. The record construction 
work has been reflected in increas 
writings of contract boids and com- 
pensation business has been placed on a 
more profitable basis. 


Casualty Men Aid Red Cross 


NEW YORK, Dec. 16—Reports from 
and surety group of the 
eighth Red Cross roll call, of which 
group M. L. Jenks, vice-president of the 
American Surety Company, is chairman, 
indicate that the totals of all previous 
years since the war have been exceeded 
in this year’s membership drive. 
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COMPLAIN OF PRESENT 
PRACTICES IN BONDING 


Insistent Demand Heard From 
Indiana and California 
for Changes 


IS UNDER CONSIDERATION 


Surety Association May Take Action on 
Contractors’ Suggestions for Un- 
derwriting Improvements 


NEW YORK, Dec. 16.—Surety com- 
pany managers in the east are decidedly 
interested in the effort now being put 
forth in Indiana and in California to de- 
yise a method for underwriting con- 
tract bonds that prove satisfactory alike 
to the contractors and to the bonding 
offices. The general subject of revising 
the existing practice of the surety com- 
panies in their treatment of bonds, and 
particularly those covering on road con- 
struction work, has been studied by the 
contractors and the underwriters for 
the past 12 months, and is still under 
review. Organizations of both parties 
at interest have investigated the prob- 
lem individually; and joint committees 
have had it under review. 


Complain of Present Practice 


The basic complaint of the con- 
tractors is the alleged freedom with 
which poorly equipped and financially 
irresponsible contractors are able to se- 
cure bonds from the surety offices, 
holding that the numerous defaults that 
have occurred in the field resulted very 
largely from this cause. They further 
contend that the practice not only re- 
sults in maintaining a high rate of pre- 
miums for contract bonds, but is ac- 
countable for the loss of a lot 
of business that would under other condi- 
tions go to the experienced contractors, 
explaining that however poorly quali- 
fied a contractor may be to undertake 
public road construction, the fact That 
he is able to submit the guaranty of a 
strong surety corporation leaves public 
officials no other course than to award 
a contract to the lowest bidder. 

As a means for dealing with the situ- 
ation the establishment of zoning infor- 
mation bureaus by the surety compa- 
nies, whose function it would be to 
gather all possible data regarding the 
financial worth of contractors within the 
territory; their professional training and 
office general: equipment, and record of 
business experience has been proposed. 
While appreciating the desirability of 
the plan the opinion of company men as 
a rule is that the cost of the suggested 
service would be almost prohibitive. 


Indiana May Pave Way 


An effort to try out the general idea 
insofar as Indiana is concerned is urged 
by William M. Holland, executive sec- 
retary of the Indiana Association of 
Highway and Municipal Contractors. 
A meeting of some 50 prominent con- 
tractors of the state was held at Indian- 
apolis recently, and which was attended 
as well by representatives of the Aetna 
Casualty, Federal Surety, Fidelity & 
Deposit, Southern Surety and the Na- 
tional Surety. The principal speaker 
at the gathering was H. H. Wilson, 
chairman of the bonding committee of 
the American Association of General 
Contractors of America, and likewise a 
member of committee No. 1 of the joint 
conference committee of the con- 
tractors and the surety associations. The 
Indiana contractors are anxious to see 
put into effect the plan talked of by 
the surety men and the contractors at 
White Sulphur Springs last September 





NEW OFFICIAL CHOSEN 


CASE GOES TO INDEPENDENCE 


Well Known Civil Engineer Has Be- 
come Vice-President of the Phila- 
delphia Casualty Company 


President Charles H. Holland of the 
Independence Indemnity announces that 
Willard L. Case has been elected vice- 
president. Mr. Case has not had insur- 
ance training. .He is a civil engineer 
and for a number of years has conducted 





WILLARD L. CASE 


his own practice in New York City. @is 
chief clients were banks and financial 
institutions which employed him in con- 
nection with their supervision of large 
industrial and commercial undertakings. 
Mr. Case was formerly treasurer and a 
director of the Yale & Town Manufac- 
turing Company. 
able executive experience. His brother, 
J. Herbert Case, is deputy governor of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
Mr. Case will be a valuable factor in the 
administrative work of the Independence 
Indemnity. 











and are vigorously urging to that end. 
The contractors of Indiana feel 
their business is surrounded by serious 
difficulties and declare that a considera- 
ble measure of relief would be afforded 
if the surety underwriters would lend 
their effective aid. 
California Also Ready 


A like effort is being put forth by the 
Northern California Contractors Asso- 
ciation to better the situation in its ter- 
ritory; and the relief measure proposed 
is very similar to that suggested in In- 
diana. H. J. Kaiser and Ralph Warren, 
leading members of the California or- 
ganization, after conferring with a num- 
ber of surety underwriters in San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles, visited Baltimore 


and this city within the past month 
and talked over their proposition 
with surety company executives in 
both centers; being assured of the sym- 
pathy of the latter with their program. 
The general scheme of territorial in- 


formation bureaus is approved by man- 
aging underwriters, whose hesitancy 
about putting it into practice is fear of 
its cost, which they contend would be 
very heavy 

Contractors are Caustic 


It may be that the remedy thus far 
proposed for dealing with an admitted 
justifiable grievance on the part of the 
road building contractors is not feasi- 
ble, and that another will have to be 
found. There is no question but what 
the contractors are thoroughly dissatis- 
fied with existing practices and are 


| since 


| surety 


He has had consider- | 


that | 


MAKES GOOD SHOWING | 


EXAMINATION IS COMPLETED | 


New York Department Finds That the 
Metropolitan Casualty Is in Ex- 
cellent Financial Condition 


The New York department has com- | 
pleted an examination of the Metropol- | 
itan Casualty, which was found to be 
in a very satisfactory condition. The 
report shows that on June 30, 1924, the 
company had total admitted assets of 
$2,948,275 and liabilities of $1,806,639, 


| leaving a net surplus of $391,653, which 


with the capital of $750,000 gives a sur- 
plus to policyholders of $1,141,635. The 
capital has been increased to $1,000,000 
the date of examination, and 
$500,000 has been contributed to the 
surplus account, bringing the total as- 
sets at present to approximately $3,700,- 
000, with a capital of $1,000,000 and sur- 
plus of approximately $890,000, or a 
surplus to policyholders of $1,890,000. 
Covers Three Years’ 


The report 
three years’ operation of 
since the previous examination, on 
earned premiums of $3,954,019, there 
was an underwriting profit of $120,266, 


Operations 


during the 
the company 


shows that 


| and that the gain from investment was 


$389,264, or a total of $509,530. The 
stockholders received $202,000 in cash 
dividends and $200,000 in stock divi- 
dends during that time, and $107,530 
was added to the surplus from earnings. 

As the examination was made in mid- 


year, the unearned premium reserve 
was increased by $272,560, as is usual 
under such conditions, because of the 


use of the pro rata basis of calculation, 
and thereby the surplus account was de- 
pleted by that amount. This amount 


was a little large in the case of the 
Metropolitan Casualty because it had 
only comparatively recently started its 


expansion into the general casualty and 
field. 


Suspend Manual for Massachusetts 
BOSTON, MASS., Dec. 16.—At a 


joint conference in Boston last week 
between a special committee of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Casualty & Surety Un- 
derwriters and the executive commit- 
tee of the Massachusetts Casualty 
Underwriters Association, it was unani- 
mously agreed that the new liability 
manual which was to become effective 
Jan. 1, be suspended until further ex- 
perience data can be compiled and 
reconsideration given by the commit- 
tees representing each of the above 
bodies, when new revised rates, espe- 
cially applicable to Massachusetts, will 
be issued. The old manual therefore 
will be followed in Massachusetts until 
further notice. 








scathingly critical in their comments 
upon the insurance men. Only a few 
days ago, speaking at a gathering of 


the National Research Council at Wash- 
ington, D. C., Frank Page, highway 
commissioner of North Carolina, told 
of the failure of 35 road contractors 
in his state within a recent period, and 
was exceedingly caustic in his references 
to the surety writing companies. He 
charged them in effect with being con- 


cerned only in premium getting and 
paying scant heed to underwriting, 
justifying their free acceptance of 
risks upon the broad theory that if 
these were had in sufficient volume 
losses could be taken care of out of in- 
come, and that if the existing rates 


proved insufficient to do this the tariff 
could be increased. Mr. Page more 
than intimated that unless the 
offices exercised greater care in the 
choice of risks and declined to grant 
bonds to contractors of the poor grade, 
he would use whatever power he could 
muster to have the surety bond provi- 
sion eliminated from the 
Tar Heel State. 


| attention. 


surety | 


statutes of the | 


ACQUISITION COST 
IS NOW UP TO BEHA 





| Casualty Companies and General 
Agents are Unable to Come 
to Terms 


MANY DIFFERENCES SEEN 


Superintendent 
Has Had Several Hearings and 
Has Data Before Him 


New York Insurance 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Solution of 
the growing difficulties under which the 
casualty companies operating according 
to the acquisition cost agreement and 
their general agents are laboring, rests 
largely in the hands of Su- 
perintendent James A. Beha of the New 
York department, who for months past 
has been giving the matter very earnest 
What his final attitude will 
be is problematical, and is the subject of 
continued speculation. The general 
agents throughout the country have 
never been satisfied with the allowance 
made them for supervisory service, con- 
tending that the net cost in such direc- 
tion is several points in excess of the 
commission granted them by their com- 
panies, with the result that the more 
business they secure from district 
agents the worse off they were; their 
only source of profit is the returns had 
upon direct writings. 


very 


Say They Are at Disadvantage 


They further maintain that they are 
at a distinct disadvantage in competing 
with branch offices in that certain ex- 
penses incurred by the latter are taken 
care of by the companies other than 


through the medium of commissions. 
Whether the latter contention is well 
founded or not, underwriters are not 


now in position to say, nor will they be 
until spring, by which time it is hoped 
to have all expense costs for procuring 
business fully tabulated. Company ex- 
ecutives have been wrestling with the 
many intricate angles to the acquisition 
cost program; earnestly seeking to 
evolve a plan that, while curtailing ex- 
penses would still be fair to their gen- 
eral agents and branch office managers. 


Conferences With Beha 


When the company men began the 
series of conferences upon the general 
subject with Superintendent Beha early 
in the fall, the general agents apparently 
gained the impression that their inter- 
ests would in some way be jeopardized 
thereby, and in turn they sought and 
obtained the privilege of talking with 


Mr. Beha and have had several meet- 
ings with him, carefully presenting their 
case, and fortfying their statements 


with a mass of data gathered through 
the medium of a questionnaire sent gen- 
eral agents in all sections of the coun- 
try. 
Situation in Chicago 

A delegation from the Chicago Cas- 
ualty Association met the National 
agency committee of the casualty com- 
panies here one day last week, and asked 
relief from the well nigh intolerable con- 
ditions that now obtain in their city. 
They pointed out that in violation of 
the acquisition cost agreement and the 
rules governing its enforcement, one of 
the notably strong casualty companies 
through its branch office at Chicago has 
no less than 19 agency agreements each 
promising to pay in excess of the regu- 
lation commission scale for plate glass 
business. Extravagant brokerages it 
was claimed are likewise being allowed. 
The plate glass insurance business in 
Cook county, the Chicago agents de- 
clared. was completely demoralized. 
The burglary and other branches are 
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threatened and will unquestionably ex- 
perience the same result unless heroic 
relief measures are promptly applied. 
The purpose of their visit to New York 
was to invoke the aid of their compan- 
ies in devising and applying plans that 
would end the existing situation and 
once more place the casualty business 
of the territory upon a stable basis. The 
general agents confessed their inability 
to do more than they had already done 
and stated that this had proved ineffec- 


tive. While sympathizing with the Chi- 
cago representatives the company men 
were forced to concede that they too 


were powerless and that they must have 
help from the New York insurance de- 
partment. 

Problem Before Beha 


When Superintendent Beha succeeded 
Mr. Stoddard as head of the New York 
insurance department in July last, the 
acquisition cost problem was one of the 


first, as well as one of the most im- 
portant to engage his attention. He 
set to work studying it intensively. At 
his suggestion the rules of the loosely 


bound organization were recodified and 
all interpretations brought up to date. 
Conferences were had from time to time 
with executives of the obligated com- 
panies as well as with those of the sev- 
eral offices that had maintained an in- 
dependent position. The viewpoint of 
the general agents, too, was ascertained, 
Mr. Beha giving audience to any one 
who he felt could throw light upon the 
general subject. Local agents and brok- 
ers were not heard, neither class having 
indicated a desire for a hearing. Hence 
the presumption is that both are content 
with the regulations and have no 
changes in them to suggest. 
Has All Matter Before Him 


It is the prevailing opinion that the 
superintendent now has a complete un- 
derstanding of the intent of the regula- 
tions and their strength and weaknesses. 
What his opinion concerning the broad 


problem is has not been declared nor 
even intimated. Until he defines his 
attitude managers and general agents 


must continue to mark time. That the 
position of Mr. Beha is an unenviable 
one, is freely conceded, and yet he and 
apparently he alone, is the Moses to 
whom the fraternity is looking to lead 
them out of the slough of uncertainty 
and into the promised land of fixed 
regulation. 

The thought has been advanced that 
perhaps Superintendent Beha will call 
a general meeting of company execu- 
tives of all persuasions, lay the entire 
situation before them, and endeavor to 
reach a common ground of agreement. 


Travelers Broadcasting Station 


The new Travelers broadcasting sta- 
tion now nearing completion will be 
known as WTIC, the last three initials 
being those of the name of the com- 
pany. The aerial work is now being in- 
stalled and the programs will com- 
mence in January. 


Warning to Automobilists 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 16—The 
Pennsylvania Insurance Federation is 
distributing thousands of circulars all 
over the state warning automobile own- 
ers, as follows: “Carry automobile in- 
surance or—go to jail! Suppose you 
carry no liability insurance and your car 
injures a person and he, or she, gets a 
judgment against you and you cannot 
satisfy it? Can you be sent to jail? You 
certainly can! You say that imprison- 
ment for debt is against the law of 
Pennsylvania. Well, it isn’t. There is no 
common or statute law which prevents 
jailing you for unsatisfied judgments or 
court decrees, except those found under 
contract (business) relations.” 

The warning cites and explains the act 
of June, 1836, and asks: “Would you 
prefer a recognized insurance company 
or a sheriff as sponsor for you? In view 
of this—and we are sure you never 
previously knew it—start right now and 
do some real missionary work among 
your neighbors who carry no liability 
coverage. Further, urge them to take 
out accident insurance to protect them- 
selves and family under all conditions of 
accidents.” 














LAYING CORNERSTONE OF INDEPENDENCE 
INDEMNITY BUILDING MADE GALA EVENT 


HE cornerstone of the new $1,000,- 

000 home office building of the In- 

dependence Indemnity, at Fifth and 
Walnut streets, Philadelphia, was laid 
Thursday by Mayor W. Freeland Ken- 
drick, assisted by the directors of the 
company, in the presence of prominent 
insurance men, financiers and others 
from Philadelphia, New York and even 
one from Chicago. 

In the cornerstone were placed copies 
of the company charter, newspapers, 
history of the company, rental agent’s 
booklet, sample policy No. 1, current 
coins and invitation to the exercises. 
Charles H. Holland, president of the 
compafiy, said these souvenirs would 
doubtless prove very interesting to pos- 
terity several thousand years hence. 

Immediately after the ceremony the 
guests were taken in automobiles to the 
Bellevue-Stratford for luncheon, where 
the speakers were Mr. Holland, Mayor 
Kendrick and ex-Governor Sproul, who 
is a director of the company. 

Passes Five Million Mark 

Mr. Holland received enthusiastic ap- 
plause when he announced that the pre- 
ceding day the company had passed the 
$5,000,000 mark for premiums this year. 





Left to right—Brig. Gen. Smedley D. Butler, 
public safety; W. 
Holland, president Independence Indemnity. 


“We want to make the new building 
a fit home for the company which will 
occupy it,” he said, adding that this 
year’s business, for a new company, had 
never before been surpassed nor even 
approached in the history of the insur- 
ance business. Mr. Holland spoke about 
the “extraordinary organization” which 
had made this record possible. 

“Even the girls in the filing depart- 
ment ask, ‘How much business have we 
written this month? Better than last 
month?’ The spirit back of these ques- 
tions is interest, not mere curiosity. The 
ambition of this company is to be not the 
biggest but the best—best in its method 
of handling the business it undertakes. 
We believe that the public should be 
friends of the insurance business and we 
are conducting our company with a view 
to that friendship.” 

Mr. Holland concluded his address by 
expressing pleasure at the news from 
Washington that Brig. Gen. S. D. But- 
ler, U. S. M. C., was to remain in Phila- 
delphia as director of public safety, in 
charge of the police and fire depart- 


ments. General Butler had been brought | 


there .a year ago to check the crime 
wave by Marine Corps methods and his | 


accomplishments have been heralded all | 


over the country. The other two speak- 





ers also paid tribute to General Butler, 
who was one of the guests at the 
luncheon. 
Mayor Lauds Leadership 

Mayor Kendrick complimented the 
company on its fine leadership, saying, 
“Leadership begets organization and or- 
ganization begets results.” He expressed 


confidence that the company was weil 
launched on the way to success and 
future growth and would eventually 


branch out into lines not now thought 
of. 

‘The whole city is gratified,” he con- 
cluded, “that you have taken thought of 
the spirit of the neighborhood in your 
architecture.” 

The mayor referred to the fact that 
the new building, located on Indepen- 
dence Square, was in the historical cen- 
ter of the United States, as it faced In- 
dependence Hall and was built of modi- 
fied Colonial architecture to conform 
with this famous old building. 

The Independence Indemnity group 
uses pictures of Independence Hall on 
its literature, as do the Penn Mutual 
Life, which is also on Independence 
Square, and the North America group. 





Philadelphia director of 


Freeland Kendrick, mayor of Philadelphia; Charles H. 


The North America was originally or- 
ganized in this hall. 
Called Historic Occasion 

Former Governor Sproul said Phila- 
delphia was proud of the new company’s 
record and called the cornerstone-laying 
“a historic occasion in this great historic 
city. He commended President Hol- 
land for his practical ability to get 
things going and to attain high speed 
in mighty short time. 

“This company is fine evidence of 
Philadelphia’s enterprise and is typical 
of its conservativeness and solidity.” 

A. L. Johnston, a vice- -president of the 
company, received applause for leaving 
a sickbed after several weeks’ illness in 
order to attend the exercises. 

In a room adjoining the luncheon 
room was a replica of the new building 
about 20 inches high, showing architec- 
tural detail with surprising accuracy. 
The structure is eight stories high and 
has daylight on all four sides. It is of 
Georgian Colonial design, with a front- 
age of 134 feet on Walnut street and a 
depth of 89 feet on Fifth street. The 
construction is of steel and concrete 
and the exteriors will be of limestone, 
| brick and terra cotta. 

The three top floors will be occupied 
by the Independence Indemnity, and its 
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| SEEK TO CHECK CRIME 


FORM LAW AND ORDER BODY 





Detroit Organization Is Outgrowth of 
Drive Against Revolver Traffic by 
C. L. Ayres 


DETROIT, MICH., Dec. 
ting culmination of the prize offer oi 
$1,000 for the best reasons on why the 
revolver traffic should be abolished, by 


17.—As a fit- 


Clarence L. Ayres, president of the 
American Life, representatives of law 
enforcing agencies, banks, insurance 
companies and business interests or- 
ganized the American’ Reclamation 


for establishing practices to re- 
and order at a dinner meet- 
ing upon the invitation of Mr. Ayres, 
Thursday evening. Resolutions calling 
on the Michigan legislature to strengthen 
the present law, enabling police depart- 
ments to have complete records of 
revolvers together with the names of 
their purchasers and owners after the 
fashion of the automobile license law, 
and urging Congress to pass the Mc- 
Leod bill barring the use of the mails 
and other common carriers for ship- 
ment of revolvers and other concealable 
small firearms into states having per- 
mit laws were adopted. This latter 
resolution also was adopted by the 
Detroit Clearing House Association, 
made up of the larger banks in the city 
as a means of reducing the increasing 
number of branch bank robberies that 
have occurred in the Detroit district 
for many months. 

The speakers included Albert A. Car- 


Society 
claim law 


roll, chief of police of Grand Rapids 
and president of the National Police 
Chiefs’ Association; William P. Rut- 
ledge, superintendent of Detroit police; 
Prof. J. B. Waite, of the law school 
of the University of Michigan; William 
B. Mayo, chief engineer of the Ford 


and George 
Detroit at- 
number of 
clubs. 


Frank Eammon 
William Moore, prominent 
torneys, together with a 
representatives of women’s 


interests; 


Iowa Resolution on Auto Cover 


At the state convention of the League 
of Iowa Municipalities recently held at 
Mason City, the following resolution re- 
lating to compulsory automobile insur- 
ance was passed unanimously: 

“Resolved, that in view of 
stantly increasing menace of careless 
and irresponsible drivers, we suggest 
that the Iowa legislature should con- 
sider the advisability of enacting a law 
requiring every automobile owner either 
to file a sufficient bond to guarantee 
against any damage to life or property, 
or tender a receipt for paid-up casualty 
insurance policy before granted an auto- 
mobile license.” 


the con- 


Travelers Milwaukee Changes 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. A. 
Shursen, formerly an investigator in the 
claim department of the Milwaukee 
branch of the Travelers, has been trans- 
ferred to the liability department as 
field assistant. Mr. Shursen will report 
at Hartford, Conn., for the home office 
training school shortly after the first of 





the year. R. G. Davis, from the home 
office, has been transferred to Milwaukee 
as chief clerk in the claim department. 


Lennox Lumsden has been made assist- 
ant cashier in the Milwaukee branch. 





Philadelphia agents, “adiea. Packard, 
Haughton & Smith, will occupy part 
of the first floor and part of the second. 
The company is now operating in 44 
states and Porto Rico. 

The new building will have high ceil- 
ings and abundant window space. It is 
so planned that extensions can be made 
on Fifth street and, if necessary, four 
additional floors can be added without 
impairing the beauty of design. The 
structure is thus flexible, to take care 
of future growth. The company’s seal 
is the central motif of a decorative 
panel in bas-relief over the spacious 
main entrance. 
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Owners , Landlords’, Tenants 


Liability Insurance 


Protects against losses of this character. 
In addition tofthis line we write Public 
Liability Insurance for 


Manufacturers 
Teams 
Theatres 


Elevators 
Contractors 
Athletic Sports 


Owners’ Indemnity 
Contractors’ Indemnity 













If you desire a connection with 
a growing, human institution, 
cerite Home Office for particulars 





Si Gesene~ 


“Nell nce Sather ACCT 


STANDARD ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Home Office: Detroit 






CAs] Organized in 1884 
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GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident and Health, Burglary, Plate Glass, 

Steam Boiler, Automobile Liability, Property 

Damage and Collision, Elevator, Teams, Public 
Liability and Workmen’s Compensation 








FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
General Building 4th & Walnut Streets 


PHILADELPHIA 
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TELLS OF CLAIM WORK 
HANDLING OF AVERAGE CASE 


C. O. Pauley Addresses Chicago Asso- 
ciation on Basis of Adjustment 


Without Litigation 


€.. @: 
Northern 
speaker at 


Pauley, secretary of the Great 
Life of Chicago, was the 
the December meeting of 
the Chicago Claim Association last 
week. Contrary to the custom at meet- 
ings of adjusters, Mr. Pauley gave 
his attention to the great majority of 
claims which do not result’ in litigation. 
He said that claim men usually give 
most of their attention to those unusual 
cases which do go to law, but that these 
constitute only a very small part of the 
total number of claims under accident 
and health policies. He said that his 
own company has more than 10,000 
claims presented in a year and not more 


than four or five are tried in court. Liti- 

gation is really of slight importance 
from the standpoint of the claim ad- 
juster for this reason. 


Decide on Equitable Basis 


In deciding this great number of ordi- 
nary claims, the adjuster is not guided 
by some previous legal decision, but by 
what is fair and equitable between the 
policyholder and the company, and es- 
pecially by what is understood between 
the two as to the terms and meaning of 
the policy rather than by the mere lega 
construction. As the interpretation of 
a policy contract varies in different 
states, it is impossible to follow an 
legal construction in individual cases. 
Contradictory court decisions arise from 
this differing interpretation. As an ex- 
ample, Mr. Pauley said that in one 
state suicide is not a defense to a “1m 
under an accident and health  polic 
and in another state it is a defense only 
in the event that the policyholder was 
sane at the time he committed suicide. 
In some states the provision in the pol- 
icy that it does not cover suicide under 
any circumstances is construed to mean 
exactly what it says, but in others it is 
construed to mean that the insured did 
not commit suicide if he was so insane 
as not to know that what he did would 
take his life. 


Interpretation Varies 


One of the most common terms in 
accident policies, “accidental means,” is 
interpreted in widely different manners 
in various states. Another term, which 
on the surface seems to be explicit, 
“confinement to the house” has been 
construed differently by almost every 
state, so that practically no two hold 
exactly the same view, and the adjuster 
is confronted by a real problem in at- 
tempting to reconcile the contradictory 


decision. He can only interpret his 
company’s policy in such a way as to 
arrive at a fair and equitable settlement 
of each claim, in accord 


general understanding between the com- 
panv and the policyholder. 

The next meeting of the association 
will be held Jan. 14. The principal ad- 
dress will be given by Dr. Frank All- 
port, nationally known eye specialist, on 
“The adjustment of claims ifftolving ac- 
cident to the and will include a 
discussion of how to prevent eye injuries 
in industries, the advisability of cataract 
operations, honest and dishonest claims, 
compensation tables and their limita- 
and the necessity for industrial 
commissions. 

In addition to Dr. Allport’s address, 
the program also includes a five minute 
discussion on each of the following sub- 


Waiver, R. B. Harrold; double 


eye,” 


tions, 


jects: 


indemnity, A. G. Fankhauser; injuries 
intentionally inflicted, W. Hogarth; 
Sunstroke, A. B. Hvale; intentional in- 


jury to a policeman, E. C. Rockafeller 

unnecessary exposure, J. Ernest; ioench 
of warranty, G. S. Galloway: medical 
terms, E. F Williamson: sprains above 


the knee, Dr. J. B. Jack; misrepresenta- 





CONSIDER LEGISLATION 
JEWETT BECOMES CHAIRMAN 


Workmen’s Compensation Publicity 
Bureau Tells of Bills Examined 
and Acted Upon During Year 


NEW YORK, Dec. 
nual meeting of the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Publicity Bureau, Charles F. 
Frizzell, vice-president and general 
manager of the Indemnity of North 
America, was elected a member of the 
executive committee for three years. 
According to the rules of the bureau, 
Charles C. Bowen of the Standard Ac- 
cident, who has been chairman, retires 
and Wilford E. Jewett, president of the 
Royal Indemnity, moves up to _ the 
chairmanship. President Edson S. Lott 
of the United States Casualty is the 
other member of the executive com- 
mittee. Secretary-Treasurer F. Robert 
son Jones was re-elected. 

Examined Many Bills 


16.—At the an- 


The bureau states in its annual report 
that it examined 1,291 bills presented to 
the various legislatures and to Con- 
gress in 1924, and found 563 affecting 
in some way casualty and surety inter- 
ests. Of this latter number, 127 were 
enacted. The bureau analyzes all bills 
which are found to affect the casualty 
and surety interests directly or indi- 
rectly, and sends copies of them to all 
members together with memoranda out- 
lining in what way and to what extent 
they affect these interests. In 1920, 
the bureau found 469 bills affecting 
casualty and surety interests, 155 of 
which were enacted; in 1921, 876 of 
which 241 were enacted; 1922, 396 of 
which 68 were enacted; 1923, 1,119 of 
which 284 were enacted; 1924, 563 of 
which 127 were enacted. 

The bureau found it necessary 
pose a good many of the bills, 
these few were enacted without some 
satisfactory amendment. Among those 
which were opposed were bills relating 
to monopolistic state funds for compen- 
sation and automobile insurance, unsat- 
isfactory provisions for state regulation 
of compensation and liability rates, re- 
stricting the right to cancel accident 
and health policies, increasing taxes on 
insurance companies, compulsory in- 
vestment, defectively drawn or unrea- 
sonable automobile insurance measures 
and boiler inspection measures, and 
many others. On the other hand, the 
bureau favored bills which sought to 
clarify the law and to prevent errors, 
and to improve the compensation laws. 


to op- 
and of 


Impending Legislation 

«lhe 
bility 

mobile 


bureau states that in all proba- 
legislation for compulsory auto- 
insurance will make its appear- 
ance in many states during the coming 
year. Commissions to study the sub- 
ject have been appointed in Massachu- 
setts, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and 
what will come of their deliberations is 
at present problematical. Bills requir- 
ing the bonding or insuring of automo- 
bile owners ot operators were intro- 
duced in 1924 in Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina and Rhode 
Island. New York enacted a bill mak- 
ing the law applying to operators ol 
taxicabs statewide. A similar law ap- 
plying to ope motor vehicles 
for hire in Buncombe county was passed 
by the North Carolina legislature. A 
bill authorizing cities to require a pol- 
icy or bond of operators of motor ve- 
hicles for hire was enacted by the Okla- 
homa legislature this year. Compul- 
sory state-fund automobile insurance 
bills, either competitive or monopolistic, 
were introduced in Maryland, Massa- 
chusetts and New York, but failed in 
all. 
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RECORD IS REPORTED 


YEAR’S BUILDING SETS MARK 


November Construction Reported by 
Dodge Co., Shows Gains Though 
Contemplated Work Falls Off 


Increased activity in building con- 
struction during November was reported 
by the F. W. Dodge Corporation of 
New York in its review of November 
business. The Dodge report covers the 
36 eastern states, which includes seven- 
eighths of the total construction of the 
country. Last month’s contract total 
for these states was $379,659,600 a 19 
percent increase over November, 1923. 
It was, however, a drop of 7 percent 
from October. Residential buildings 
showed the greatest increase being 50 
percent of the total in November. The 
residential total of $191,318,600 was $25,- 
000,000 more than the corresponding 
item in October. 


Record Building Lessens Demand 


The November figures brought the 
total construction started from the first 
of the year up to $4,154,753,100, which 
is 13 percent over the corresponding 
period of last year and 4 percent over 
the entire 1923 total, the record year. 
The biggest increase this year has been 
in the Atlantic seaboard states from 
New York to the gulf. This increased 
construction, however, resulted in catch- 
ing up with the accumulated building 
demand, so that contemplated work 
shows a falling off. The amount of con- 
templated work reported in November 
was $517,391,800, a decrease of 7 percent 
from the amount reported in October 
and a decrease of 14 percent from the 
amount reported in November of last 
year. 

District Experience Shown 

New York state and northern New 
Jersey territory reported November 
building contracts of 12 percent under 
the figure of November 1923, but con- 
struction started from the first of the 
year has eclipsed all previous records, 
being an increase of 28 percent over 
the first of every month of last vear, 
and 15 percent over the entire 1923 total. 
Contemplated new work in this territory 
shows an increase of 15 percent over 
the amount reported in October. New 
England territory showed a decrease of 
18 percent in October, but-an increase 
of 4 percent over November 1923. Total 
construction started in New England 
during the first 11 months amounted to 
6 percent over the corresponding period 
of last year and contemplated new work 
reported last month amounted to 25 
percent less than the October total. 
The middle Atlantic states reported a 
decrease of 36 percent from October. 
but an increase of 6@ percent over the 
total in November of last year. The 
total for the year in this district is 29 
percent over the first 11 months of 
last year and 21 percent over the entire 
1923 total. Contemplated work reported 
in November showed a decrease of 13 
percent from the October total. 

Contemplated Work Less 


In the southeastern states construc- 
tion started in November was 41 percent 
below the October total, but 30 percent 
over November 1923. The southeastern 
States show a gain of 23 percent durinz 
the first 11 months over the same period 
of last year, the figure being even 15 
Percent over the entire 1923 total. Con- 
templated work, however, shows a de- 
Crease of 26 percent in this territory. 
In the Pittsburgh district the November 
total was 54 percent over October and 
61 percent over November, 1923. The 
Pittsburgh district only recently enjoyed 
this boom however as the total for the 
first 11 months of the year is 5 percent 
less than the corresponding period of 
1923. Contemplated work reported in 
November about equals the amount re- 
Ported in October. The central west 
Shows a 2 percent increase over October 
and a 42 percent over November, 1923 
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HOLDS POLICY CHANGED | 


CAN BE MODIFIED BY CUSTOM 


Connecticut Supreme Court Says Con- 
tinued Acceptance of Delinquent 
Premiums Binds Company 


HARTFORD, CONN., Dec. 17.—A 
decision of interest to the insurance 
world has been handed down in Hart- 
ford by the supreme court of errors in 
deciding that a mutual insurance com- 
pany modifies its contract between itself 
and its policyholders when it establishes 
a custom of condoning and retaining de- 
linquent payments, and the policyholder 
does not forfeit his membership if, in 
acting upon the custom, he does not 
pay assessments within the time limit 
which ordinarily would terminate his 
membership. 

This decision was in the case of Hen- 
rietta L. Perrigo vs. Connecticut Com- 
mercial Travelers Mutual Accident. to 
recover on a policy held by her hus- 
band, Harry B. Perrigo, who was killed 
in the Rialto theater fire in New Haven 
in November, 1921. The lower court 
found for the company, and the plaintiff 
appealed. 

Payment Was Delayed 


As the facts were recited by the court, 
Perrigo was notified by the Company 
on Oct. 18, 1921, to pay an assessment 
within the next 50 days or, under his 
contract, his membership would be for- 
feited with all rights under it. He did 
not pay within the time limit, but in- 
stead waited until Friday, Nov. 25, to 
mail his remittance. The secretary re- 
ceived the check the following Monday 
morning, Nov. 28, stamped his bill “Re- 
instated” and sent him a receipt for the 
amount. In the meantime, however, on 
Sunday evening, Nov. 27, Perrigo had 
lost his life in the Rialto theater fire, 
which was not known to the secretary 
at the time. 


Hold Company Is Bound 


The court found that Perrigo in send- 
ing his remittance late had relied upon 
a custom of the company to reinstate 
him when he was late in his payments, 
as it had done on nine previous occa- 
On this point Justice Beach, who 
wrote the decision, said: “All the cases 
we have found in which it has been 
shown that a technically delinquent 
member has acted in reliance upon an 
established custom approved by the in- 
suring corporation itself—acting by its 
managing officers—of disregarding for- 
feitures imposed by its laws, are unani- 
mous in holding that the corporation is 
bound by its own established custom of 
conducting its own business.” 


sions. 


May Modify Policy by Consent 


“An insurance policy,” says the court 
again, “no matter what by-laws are in- 
corporated in it by reference, is but the 
written expression of a contract, which 
the parties may modify by mutual con- 
sent.” By condoning short delays and 
receiving remittances after they are due, 
the court held that the contract was 
modified. 

“If the jury at the new trial find that 
the custom testified to was known to 
and acauiesced in by the defendant, the 
plaintiff's membership was never for- 
feited,” concluded the court, which had 
found under the facts before it that only 
the secretary knew of the custom. 


and the first 11 months work amounted 
to 3 percent over the corresponding 
period of 1923. Contemplated new work 
is 7 per cent less than the October 
report. The Northwest showed a de- 
crease of 22 percent for October and 
11 percent from November of last year 
and total construction of the first 11 
months is 29 percent less than the cor- 
responding period of last year. Contem- 
plated new work in the northwest is on 
the increase however, the November 
total being 25 percent over the October 
figure. 
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TO TEST RATE LEVELS. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL’S PLANS 


Manager Leslie Reports on Proposal to 
Check Schedules Once a Year 
for Adequacy 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Members of 
the National Council on Compensation 
Insurance have been advised by General 
Manager William Leslie of his purpose 
to test the level of rates once a year and 
at the same time make such changes in 
relativity as may be required. In carry- 
ing out this purpose, the Council re- 
cently completed the compilation of the 
latest available experience for each state. 
The experience, Mr. Leslie said, was 
presented in considerable detail to the 
rates committee at a meeting held on 
Oct. 16, having been previously studied 
by the staff and the actuarial commit- 
tee. The rates committee was requested 
to do two things, (1) to lay down a 
method of determining rate levels that 
could be applied consistently in all 
states, and, (2), to determine which 
states required correction of the present 
rate level as of Jan. 1, 1925. 


Findings of Interest 


On the first proposition the committee 
requested that further studies be made 
and appointed a subcommittee to sit 
with the actuarial committee in connec- 
tion therewith. Under the direction of 
these committees further investigations 
are being made which it is hoped will 
produce sufficiently conclusive proof 
with respect to certain questions to en- 
able the committee to agree with sub- 
stantial unanimity upon a_ ratemaking 
procedure. On the second proposition 
the rates committee decided that, pend- 
ing a decision upon a uniform course 
to pursue in fixing rate levels, the states 
of New York, Massachusetts and Vir- 
ginia should be the only ones treated. 
The resulting proposals for New York 
are now before the superintendent of 
insurance, those for Virginia have been 
approved, and those for Massachusetts 
have been postponed until July 1 by the 
Massachusetts Bureau in order to per- 
mit further consideration. 

In view of the very serious situation 
through which the compensation busi- 
ness has been passing and the extreme 
pessimism expressed in many quarters 
regarding the sufficiency of the rate in- 
creases produced by the 1923-1924 re- 
vision, the indications of the experience 
exhibits and the action of the committee 
are quite striking. The exhibits were 
sent to all members with the minutes 
of the rates committee meeting of Oct. 
16 but the following figures from those 
exhibits show the loss ratio by policy 
year on the basis of present law, present 
manual rates and 1922 medical loss 
ratio: 

Combined 


Policy Year 1921 to 


1921 1922 1923 1923 

All States 60.2% 62.3% 66.4% 63.1% 
All States— 

Sm. 2... 608 61.1 62.9 61.6 
All States— 

except “Jan. 

Ist States” 

and those 

where new 

rates are 

pending for 

approval ..58.5 58.8 60.5 59.3 


Have Statistical Program 

During the year a definite statistical 
program has been drafted and put into 
effect. The objects which were sought 
for were three in number: (1) The at- 
tainment of the utmost simplicity con- 
sonant with the proper carrying out of 
the Council’s functions; (2) the ability 
to furnish members with definite notice 
of the material to be filed and the filing 
dates in order that they might plan their 
work accordingly; (3) the assurance of 
the filing of essential data with suff- 
cient promptness to enable the Council 
to keep abreast of the times. As the 
ratemaking functions of the Council are 
absolutely dependent upon the statistical 
data furnished by its members, it is im- 


TO HAVE JOINT REPORT 








TAKE UP CONTRACTORS LINE 


Surety Man Comments on Some Phases 
of the Business and Makes Some 
Recommendations 


A joint meeting of the conference 
committee of the Surety Association oj 
America and the Association of General 
Contractors of America, and American 
Association of State Highway Officials 
was held in New York Tuesday to con- 
sider the report that will be offered to 
the Surety Association at its meeting 
on Thursday. H. G. Badgerow, vice- 
president of the Continental Casualty is 
chairman of the surety conterence com- 
mittee. There have been a number of 
meetings of sub-committees. The out- 
line of the general report was made at 
the conference at White Sulphur 
Springs. This committee was called 
into being by some criticisms made by 
the contractors organizations on surety 
practices. The contractors made certain 
complaints of the surety companies. 


Comment By Surety Man 


Tue NationAL UNDERWRITER has re- 
ceived a statement from a prominent 
surety man in dealing with the subject 
as follows: 

The fidelity and surety companies 
should establish a National Board of 
Surety Underwriters. The function of 
such a body would be, in the first place, 
to determine and set up standards of 
underwriting applicable to contract risks, 
extending its work later to the other 
classes of fidelity and surety risks, and, 
in the second place, to establish in the 
principal cities throughout “the country 
local boards of surety underwriters, each 
in charge of a paid secretary, to investi- 
gate and inspect in a prescribed manner 
all risks in their territory to determine 
whether they conform with the standards 
set up by the National Board. All com. 
panies would be supplied with this in- 
formation either through the local boards 
or the National Board. 


Supports His Suggestion 


In support of this suggestion the mar 
who offers it points out that, notwith- 
standing the efforts to draw a distinction 
between suretyship and insurance, the 
fact remains that after the surety com. 
panies have exercised all care to avoid 
loss experience shows that they do sus- 
tain losses and these losses have to be 
paid out of premium income, just as in- 
surance losses have to be paid. Further- 
more, he says that there is less scientific 
selection of risks in the fidelity and 
surety lines than in the other lines of 
insurance. Advocating the establishinent 
of standards in fidelity and surety under- 
writing, he says: 


Absence of Standards 


“It would appear that the absence of 
standards universally accepted by those 
engaged in the conduct of the business 
is a prime cause of many of the evils 
that afflict it. One of the ways to pro- 
mote progress in the scientific conduct 
of the business, and thus get it on a safe 
and sound basis, is by the definition of 
standard risks and the statement of per- 
missible deviations from the standard 
How these permissible deviations should 
be handled is a matter requiring study.” 

He inquires whether intuitive methods 
of underwriting should not be aban- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 51) 


possible to produce correct rates or to 
get them out when they are needed un- 
less able to obtain accurate data from 
the carriers and obtain them with rea 
sonable promptness. Owing to the very 
strong views held by a number of com- 
panies that the results of the 1923-1924 
revision did not furnish adequate reliel, 
the Council undertook to obtain the 
1924 schedule “Z” and the 1923 policy 
year loss ratio rata ahead of the normal 
filing dates. The purpose was to test 
the adequacy of the rates in the light o 
this later experience and to complete 
the test in time to permit the making 0 
any necessary further increases effective 
Jan. 1, 1924. 
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NOTICE OF INJURY DECISION 
Interesting Case Has Been Before the 
Colorado Supreme Court Involving 
Massachusetts Bonding 


A recent Colorado decision of general } 


interest involved an action upon a pol- 
icv of accident insurance which con- 
tained the following clauses: 

“4. Written notice of injury * * 
which claim may be based must be 
given to the company within 20 days 
after the date of the accident causing 
such injury * * *,” 

s +9 * Failure to give notice within 
the time provided in this policy shall 
not invalidate any claim if it shall be 
shown not to have been reasonably pos- 
sible to give the notice, and that notice 
was given soon as was reasonably 
possible.” 

Written notice of the plaintiff's injury 
was not received by the company or its 
general agent until more than 20 days 
after the accident. The question pre- 
sented was whether there was sufficient 
evidence that it was not reasonably pos- 
sible for plaintiff to give the notice 
within the 20-day period and that it was 
given as soon as reasonably possible, to 
have the question submitted to the jury. 
The plaintiff was physically and men- 
tally able to send such a written notice 
promptly. He chose, however, to send 
for blanks, corresponding, not with the 
general agent of the company, but with 
the agent employing the local soliciting 
agent. He failed to receive the blanks 
promptly because in his second letter he 
did not specifically name defendant 
company as the one whose blanks were 
desired and the answer to his second 
letter was not promptly received by him 
because he went away on a trip imme- 
diately after writing the second letter, 
and for some reason his mail did not 
promptly follow him. 

Held: Plaintiff non-suited. The delay 
was not caused by any act of the com- 
or mistake of the in- 


* on 


as 


pany. Negligence 
sured would not excuse the delay.— 
Cochran vs. Massachusetts Bonding, 


Supreme Court of Colorado. 


WILL INVESTIGATE SUBJECT 


Committee From Insurance Commis- 
sioners Convention Will Take Up 
Matter of Disability Clause 


At the meeting of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners 
last week George W. Wells, Jr., of Min- 
nesota, chairman of the laws and legis- 
lation committee, in his report 
that a sub-committee consisting of Com- 
missioners Monk of Massachusetts, 
Wade of North Carolina, Smith of 
Wisconsin, Beha of New York and Ken- 
drick of Iowa, had been appointed to 
consider the paper of Commissioner 
Smith of Wisconsin dealing with per- 
manent and total disability benefits 
in connection with life insurance con- 
tracts. Mr. Smith takes the position 
that the life insurance companies are 
encroaching on the preserves of the ac ci- 
dent and health companies. He thinks 


the permanent and _ disability clause 
should be purely a life insurance feature 
and should not be so drawn as to pay 


accident and health benefits, especially 


of a temporary nature. 


Organizing New Springfield Mutual 


The Merchants & Bankers Casualty, 
of Springfield, Tll.. is in process of or- 
Zanization. A certificate of approval has 
been issued by the department of trade 
and commerce. This is an assessment 
accident, and health association. a 
Littlejohn, formerly in the live stock in- 
Surance field, is in charge of the organi- 
zation of same The incorporators are 
A. C. Littlejohn, H. L. Loomis, Hugo W. 
Grebb, F, A. Auten, R. S. Littlejohn. 


| number 


stated | 


NELSON PUSHING HIS IDEAS 


Effort May Be Made to Include Them 
in Wisconsin Laws in Course of 
“Codification” 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 16.— 
Strong indications that the propose 
“codification” of the insurance laws of 
Wisconsin, now being strongly pushed 
by Commissioner W. Stanley Smith, will 
include an effort to make the laws 
governing accident and health insurance 
conform to the ideas held by Thomas 
P. Nelson of the Wisconsin department 
as to what those laws should be, were 
given at a conference here last week 
attended by Mr. Nelson, Dr. William 
A. Fricke, recently named special ad 
visory counsel to the committee in 
charge of the codification plan, and a 
of representatives of accident 
and health companies. 

Mr. Nelson's ideas, 
all in accord with 
panies writing that 
have been frequently expounded in the 
past and he has made several efforts 
at various sessions of the Wisconsin 
legislature to have them enacted inte 
law, but always without success thus 
far. Now it appears that through the 
guise of codification, 
to be made 
Wisconsin 

No definite results 
the conference, 
another one 
future. The 
cials 
Clair of the North 


which are not at 
those of the com- 
class of business, 


to include them in the 


statutes. 


1s 


were reached at 
and it is probable that 
will be held in the 
health and accident offi- 
American Accident, 
Chicago; Frank J. Tharinger, Old Line 
Life; John A. Keelan, Time Insurance 
Company: J. J. Helby, Federal Casu- 
alty; Richard Tyrrell, Wisconsin Ac- 
cident Health, and Arthur James 


& 
Wisconsin National Life. 





J. C. Higdon Succeeds Father 


J. E. Higdon, who resigned last week 

actuary of the Business Men’s As- 
surance to take a similar position with 
the American Bankers of Chicago and 
the Cloverleaf Life & Casualty of Jack- 
sonville, Ill, is succeeded by his son, 
J. C. Higdon, who has been assistant 
secretary and manager of the life under- 
writing department of the Business 
Men’s Assurance since the first of this 
year. The younger Mr. Higdon is a man 
of considerable ability, and it is felt that 
he is well qualified to fill this position. 
In his actuarial work he will cover 
health and accident as well as life in- 
surance. 


as 


Special Committee Named 


The committee on laws 
tion of the National Convention of In- 
surance Commissioners has appointed 
a sub-committee of three consisting of 
Saufley of Kentucky, Beha of New 
York and Benson of Maryland to con- 
sider the question of health and acci- 
dent policies sold in connection with 
subscriptions to newspapers. There has 
been some discussion on this point be- 


still another. effort | 


near | 


in attendance included Edward St. | 





and legisla- 
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fore the commissioners in the past but 
no definite position has been taken 


Zeus Goes to Head Office 


Otto L. Zeus, assistant manager of 
the life, accident and group department 
of the Travelers at San Francisco, has 
been made assistant superintendent of 
agencies of these departments at the 
head office in Hartford. He will have 
charge of all the western agencies. 
Mr. Zeus has been in his present posi- 
tion at San Francisco since January 
1916. He went with the Travelers 1 
1907, before that being in the railroad 
business. He has served as_ branch 
office cashier, special agent, supervisins 
special agent and assistant manager. 


Decision in Suicide Case 


Attempt to Recover on Policy of a 
Suicide—Where the beneficiary sued on 
a policy which excepted liability for in- 
juries “intentionally self-inflicted, while 
sane or insane,” and where the evidence 
tended to show that the deceased shot 
himself deliberately while despondent 
over business troubles, held that there 
could be no recovery since the deceased 


had apparently shot himself with the 
knowledge that his act would cause 
death. Anderson vs. Standard Accident, 


Ct. of Appeals, Kentucky. Decided Nov. 


18. 


Decision on Reinsurance 


In a recent California case involving a 
health and accident reinsurance contract, 
the reinsured was empowered by con- 
tract to bind the reinsurer by comprom- 
ise. Such a compromise was effected on 
two policies for $10,000 each on the life 
of one Dr. Steere, who was murdered 
shortly after the issuance of the second 


THE 








ranty to be a substitute for the earlier 
one, and the records of the reinsurer 
tended to substantiate that fact. Rein- 
sured, however, fearing the results of a 
jury trial, settled for $17,000 and brought 
suit to recover the proportion of loss 
above $10,000 which reinsurer had con- 
tracted to assume. Held that there could 
be no recovery, as the validity of both 
policies had not been established. Pacific 
Mutual Life vs. Pacific Surety, District 
Court of Appeals, California. Decided 
Nov. 21. 


Suit Over St. Paul Claim 


Mrs. Anna Dwyer, widow of W. D. 
Dwyer, former counsel for the Twin City 
tapid Transit Company, started suit last 
week in federal court in St. Paul, Minn., 
to recover $45,000 insurance from the 
Travelers. Mrs. Dwyer contends that her 
husband died of burns suffered in the 
treatment of cancer. The company con- 
tends that Mr. Dwyer’s death was caused 
by cancer. Mr, Dwyer died Jan. 30, 1924. 


Is Now Bankers Casualty 

Auto Accident Protective 
Association of Springfield, Ill., licensed 
May 29, 1924, has changed its name to 
Bankers Casualty Company. The insur- 
ance department approved the change of 
name. This is an assessment accident 
and health association. 


The Personal 





Inter-Ocean Casualty Convention 
The annual meeting of leading pro- 
ducers of the Inter-Ocean Casualty will 
be held in Cincinnati at the Sinton hotel, 


Jan, 21-22. The company expects from 50 
to 75 representatives to attend and de- 


tailed program is in course of prepara- 
tion. The company expects to close the 
year with about $1,700,000 of premiums 
written or an increase of about $200,000 
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WILL EMPLOY LOCAL TALENT 





National Council on Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Insurance Will Employ 
Lawyers on the Ground 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—Experience 
having demonstrated the wisdom of em- 
ploying local legal talent when endeav- 
oring to secure the adoption of new 
rates in different states, the governing 
committee of the National Council on 
Compensation Insurance has approved 
such policy for the future. In practice 
the casualty men have learned, just as 
did the fire company executives long 
ago, that any concerted move on their 
part to gain an increase in rates, how- 
ever justified it might be, has been con- 
strued by many state officials as an 
effort by powerful corporate interests 
to exact “all the traffic will bear,” an 
impression heightened when the appeal 
is put forth by organization representa- 
tives from this or other prominent cities, 
The cause of the underwriters, it is felt, 
would be far more sympathetically con- 
sidered if it were presented by local 
counsel; men of high personal and pro- 
fessional standing in their respective 
home communities and whose motives 
were beyond challenge. 


Kentucky Compensation Report 


FRANKFORT, KY., Dec. 16—The re- 
port of the Kentucky Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Board for the period from July 
1, 1923, to June 30, 1924, shows that there 
have been reported to the depart'ment 
28,133 accidents, of which 11,573 occurred 
in the coal mining industry. Of the em- 
ployes injured there were 564 females and 
27,569 males. 

During the year 15,447 agreements 
were approved, involving payments of 
compensation in the sum of $1,459,637.62. 
In addition to the agreements, the board 
awarded to injured employes or depend- 
ents of deceased employes the sum of 
$303,638.64. 

During the year, 1,149 employers 
elected to operate under the provisions 
of the compensation act, this bringing 
the total number of employers operating 
under the act at the end of the fiscal 
year to 12,193. 


DRAFT NEW MISSOURI BILL 


Associated Industries and Other Em- 
ployers Organizations Get Behind 
Compensation Act 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec 16.—Represen- 
tatives of the Associated Industries of 
Missouri and other civic and business 
associations throughout the state have 
decided to ask the next session of the 
legislature, which convenes in January, 
to pass a workmen’s compensation law 
carrying the same general provisions 
and schedule of rates as contained in 
the bill passed by the 1921 legislature. 
That measure was later defeated 
through a referendum election. 

Two important changes in the 1921 
bill were made. The new bill will not 
provide for competitive state insurance, 
and it will also exempt at their option 
employers of fewer than ten persons 
from its provisions. Elmer Donnell. 
manager of the Associated Industries, 
said that this exemption was planned 
to relieve small merchants and other 
small employers from the expense in- 
cident to carrying liability insurance. 

When the bill is finally drafted it 
will be submitted to employes of fac- 
tories and industries throughout the 
state, but no effort will be made to 
submit it to leaders of organized labor. 
A commission of three, each of whom 
shall receive $5500 a year will ad- 
minister state compensation. Funds for 
the commission will be raised by a 3 
per cent tax on insurance premiums 
paid by employers. 


Died After Two Year; Allow Claim 

LANSING, MICH., Dec. 16—The com- 
pensation commission last week ruled a 
workman’s dependents entitled to full 
compensation following his death two 
years after he was apparently slightly 
injured in an accident at a Detroit plant. 
The case was that of Pearl and Matilda 
Lieberman vs. Feerer Sanitary Wiping 
Cloth Company and the Zurich. 

It was shown that the workman, Sam 
Lieberman, was struck by a bale of rags 
being unloaded from a truck at the plant, 
that the blow dazed him, although not 
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was thence- 
and eventu- 


knocking him down, that he 
forth confined to his home 
ally died of thyroid gland cancer and 
heart complications. The board ruled 
the injury responsible for the cancer and 
ordered the company to pay full com- 
pensation. 


Idaho Increases Requirements 


BOISE, IDA., Dec. 16—The Idaho In- 
dustrial Accident Board has made a rul- 
ing which requires that companies doing 
compensation business in the state must 
keep on deposit with the State Securities 
Commission amounts which shall at all 
times offset their secured liabilities in 
the state. Under the old rule companies 
were required to deposit $25,000 in satis- 
factory securities when they commenced 
business in the state. During the past 
summer, however, when the Associated 
Employers’ Reciprocal of Chicago he- 
came involved, it is stated that a check 
of its affairs showed that it had more 
than $100,000 in liabilities in Idaho with 
only $25,000 to meet them. 


Will Have Another Bureau 


In addition to the three regional bu- 
reaus now operating respectively in the 
southern states, Oklahoma and in the 


mountain states, the National Council on 
Workmen's Compensation Insurance 
plans shortly establishing a bureau for 
New England. It is only awaiting the 
approval of the Massachusetts insurance 


department before taking such action 
All other states in the territory have 
sanctioned the intended move. 


Propose Conference of Commissions 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 16.—Bolling H. 
Handy. chairman of the industrial com- 
mission of Virginia, hay written officials 
of similar bodies in Alabama, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Tennessee and West 
Virginia, asking for an expression of 
opinion as to the advisability of holding 
a conference in Richmond the early part 
of 1925 for a discussion of problems of 
mutual interest and consideration of 
plans for uniformity of legislation. In 


his letter Mr. Handy said: 
‘It has for some time appeared to 
members of the industrial commission 


of Virginia that valuable mutual assist- 
ance could be rendered were it possible 
for the industrial commissions and offi- 
cials handling such legislation in the 
South Atlantic and southern states to 
hold conferences. Our problems are sim- 
ilar and no doubt valuable suggestions 
to all of us could be made were such 
meetings held. Our intention is, if a 
sufficient response is received, to invite 
the officials handling compensation mat- 
ters in the states mentioned to meet in 
Richmond probably during the month of 
February, 1925.” 


Oklahoma Hospitals Protest 


TULSA, OKLA., Dec. 16—The State 
Hospital Association passed a resolution 
condemning the Oklahoma workmen's 
compensation law, as administered by 
the present state industrial commission, 
as “unjust and unsatisfactory to the hos- 
pitals of the state of Oklahoma.” The 
resolution further calls upon Governor 
Trapp and the legislature to institute an 
investigation of the industrial commis- 
sion and the state insurance department 
with a view of making such changes as 
will correct the unsatifactory situation 
that is now alleged to exist. The resolu- 
tion was prepared after an address by 
Phil Davis, Jr., Tulsa attorney, who at- 
tacked certain provisions in the work- 
men’s compensation act. 
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DRASTIC ACTION IN ILLINOIS 








Increase in Burglary Losses Results in 
Offer of Reward for Body of 
Bandit 





The recent increase in bank losses in 
Illinois has resulted in drastic action on 
the part of the Illinois Bankers Associa- 


tion and others interested in curbing 
bank holdups and burglaries. The IIli- 
nois Bankers Association has now 


adopted the offensive against holdups, 
having put into effect a program similar 
to that in use in several other states of 
During 
the early months of the year, when there 
was a similar epidemic of bank losses, 
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the Illinois bankers had determined upon 
this plan of attack, but no publicity was 
given it at that time. The bankers un- 
dertook to handle the situation them- 
selves and following several regional 
conferences of Illinois bankers during 
the early summer, there appeared to be 
an improvement in the loss situation, 


Losses Again Numerous 


However during the past month losses 
have again become numerous, almost 
of daily occurrence. As a result the 
Illinois bankers have now given consid- 
erable publicity to their plan, which jis 
in effect a reward for the capture of 
bank holdups or burglars, with the for- 
mer term “alive” omitted. This threat 
of shooting to kill has been found effec- 
tive in the northwest and the armed 
guards established in outlying communi- 
ties and even in the larger cities, with 
orders to shoot, have apparently cut 
down the bank losses. This plan will 
now be used in Illinois. In addition 
to the numerous losses actually incurred 
in the Illinois field, there has been a 
great number of attempted burglaries, 
One manufacturer of patented bank 
locks reports that its lock has saved 45 
banks since the first of the year, that 
number of banks having been entered 
and an attempt made to break the safe, 
the patent lock only stopping them. The 
condition appears to be statewide and 
even the city of Chicago has been hit. 
A number of bold holdups and ar- 
tempted holdups have occurred in Chi- 
cago banks recently. 


There has also been an increase in 
mercantile burglaries and holdups, par- 
ticularly in Chicago. For some time 


the Chicago police department was put 
on a ten hour schedule to combat the 
situation and last week when that order 
was cancelled, there were 45 burglaries 
reported in the folowing 24 hours. 
Crime Record Recited 
Criminals of all classes are operating 
boldly and practically without immunity 
in all parts of Illinois, Frank L. Mather, 
superintendent of the state police auxil- 
iary committee, told the Young Busi- 
ness Men’s Association at Rockford, IIL, 
‘ast week, in urging support for a state 
police bill in the coming session of the 
Illinois legislature. He stated that the 
insurance companies reported 630 major 
highway holdups in 1921, 1922 and 1923, 
the majority in 1923, and that there had 


been 46 successful holdups of Illinois 
banks, netting $474,316.50 since Jan. 
1, 1924. In many instances towns were 


shot up and citizens killed or injured. 
More than 300 county stores and post 
offices were burglarized during the year 
to date. He blamed hard roads and 
automobiles for the great increases in 
highway robbery, saying they give crim- 
inals an opportunity to make quick 
forays and successful escapes. The rem- 
edv for this condition would be a state 
police system, cooperating from town to 
town to spread a net against fleeting 
criminals and to provide preventive 
measures by its potential powers. 


Oklahoma Bankers Act 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 16—A 
movement towards the reduction of crime 
in Oklahoma was made by the Oklahoma 
State Bankers’ Association in annual con- 
vention at Oklahoma City recently. Res- 
olutions were adopted involving a recom- 
mendation that the legislature pass 4 
law creating a force of plain clothes police 
under the direction of the governor, for 
the suppression of crime in the state. 
The resolutions also asked that power be 
granted sheriffs to pursue _ fugitives 
across county border lines without war- 
rants. 


Pays Reward for Blocking Robbery 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 16.—The 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty an- 
nounces the payment of the second 
reward of $1,000 offered bank employes 
for the capture or killing of bank rob- 
bers. The reward this time went to four 
employes of the Citizens National Bank 
of Los Angeles, Cal., who frustrated an 
attempt to rob the bank of $40,000 last 


August. The bandit walked up to the 
ecashier’s window and handed a_ note 
reading: “I want $40,000 and if you 


don’t hand it out I'll shoot,” at the same 
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time covering the cashier with an auto- the clock, rushed up and overpowered 
matic. The cashier started to count out | the bandit, who had received about 
the money in bills of small denomina- | $2,000. The first payment of the $1,000 
tions, at the same time pushing a button | reward was made to two employes of 
which flashed an alarm in the center of | the People’s National Bank of Ham- 
the counting room. Three other em- | tramck, Mich., who prevented the bank 
ployes, seeing the warning red light on from being robbed in June. 
T 
i i 
AMONG SURETY MEN 
DRUGGIST BONDS IN DISFAVOR | tice from the government of several 


Present Chicago Situation Indicative of 
General Condition of This Class 
of Coverage 


The general unsatisfactory condi- 
tions that exist in the druggists’ bond 
field are clearly shown in the recent 
“scurry” for cover in Chicago. Drug- 


gists had been finding it difficult to se- 


cure bonds and practically all of the 
offices had cancelled off this class en- 
tirely. However, the Southern Surety 


continued to carry a large number ot 
the members of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists Association. Recently it sent 
out a demand on these druggists for 
collateral, which created no little confu- 
sion among the Chicago druggists. Col- 
lateral of 25 per cent. was demanded. 
The Southern Surety sent an explana- 
tion of its demand to the association. 
It stated that of the 43 bonds forfeited 
between Jan. 1 and Sept. 1, only nine 
druggists’ principals furnished sufficient 
money for the purpose of effecting a 
compromise. Even in the nine in- 
stances where money was furnished, it 
took a great deal of time and work be- 
fore the surety company received it. 
On the 34 remaining claims, the South- 
ern Surety was unable to obtain suff- 
cient money with which to effect a 
compromise and, although the compa- 
nies can take legal steps, action had not 
yet been instituted against any of them. 
It further pointed out that in a recent 
week the Southern Surety received no- 


new forfeitures and in two instances the 
druggists involved are out of business 
and their present whereabouts are un- 
known. Such conditions forced the 
Southern Surety to demand collateral 
on its bonds and even then the druggists 
are in a more advantageous position 
than if they filed the collateral with the 
government, as the government requires 
100 per cent. collateral. It is difficuit 
for the druggists, however, to find any- 
one to write their bonds at all and this 
condition is not only local to Chicago, 
but is true throughout the country. 


TELL CREDIT BUREAU PLAN 


Indiana Surety Men to Give Rating 
and Service to Road Contractors 


of State 
INDIANAFOLIS, IND., Dec. 16.— 
At the annual meeting of the Indiana 


Association of Highway and Municipal 
Contractors here last week, plans were 
explained for the establishment of a 
credit bureau by surety companies 
operating in Indiana by which road 
contractors would be given rating and 
service that would facilitate issu 
bonds on such work and help to pro 
tect contractors from taking on 
tracts they are not qualified to handle 
or in which there is pretty certain to 
be no profit. 

The first session was a joint confer- 
ence of sureties, contractors, highway 
officials and material men. The subject 


con 


of surety is regarded as highly im 
portant in Indiana, as the records show 
that road contracts have been handled 


at an average loss of from 5 to 6 per- 
cent for some years past and it is 
recognized that concerted action must 


be resorted to for correcting the con 
tributing conditions. The proposed 
credit bureau to be organized by surety 
company representatives and its opera- 
tion explained by Julius P. Me 
Grayal, Indiana manager of the National 


Was 


Surety The contractors were appar 
ently heartily in favor of the plan. T« 
this bureau they will make financial 
statements and their credit extensions 
will be established for reference when 


bonds are under consideration. Througl! 
the service of the bureau it will be pos 
sible tor a contractor to secure advice 
that will help him to determine whether 
he is properly equipped to assume any 
contract in question. 


Few Defaults Reported 


‘he experience with road contracts, 
though bad from the contractor’s view- 
point, has been that only four contrac- 
tors have defaulted since the state |! 


way commission has been established 
and is a marked contrast to the situ-}; 
ation in other states 

Vice President Wilson of the Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of America 
and managing partner of Winston & 


was also on the 
what the national 
contractors is doin 
lines through direct co- 
with the home offices of 
companies. 


Co. at Harrisburg, Pa., 
program and _ told 
organization of 
along similar 
operation 
surety 


Consider Association Desirable 


Conditions in Indiana, it would seem, 
indicate that an association of surety 
companies is desirable and one surety 
company manager points out that such 
an association could perform the serv- 
ice it is proposed to render through the 
credit bureau. The need of such serv- 
ice to contractors in other lines than 
| road construction is also recognized and 


CASUALTY 49 
such an association could cover the 
whole field. The association idea is 
popular except with two or three con 
panies, it is understood. 


Daley Goes With Maryland 


John Daley has been appointed spe 
cial agent for the surety department of 
the Maryland Casualty by M. Gordon 


Grahame, assistant resident 
Chicago, and head of the 
ment. Mr. Daley will 
Illinois. He has been in 
claim department of 
Surety for several and is a grad- 
uate of Northwestern university where 
he starred on the football team 


manager at 
surety depart- 
cover northern 
the burglary 
the American 
years 


Shows Bid Bond Danger 


Officials of Marion county, Ind., are be- 
ing commended for turning down a 
$13,000 bid for a contract to repair the 


insane asylum at Julietta in favor of the 
next’ lowest bid, $26,000. A bid bond was 
filed with the $13,000 bid. At this figure 
the contractor could not have bought his 
materials, the county engineer is stated 
to have said. The contractor now claims 
he made a mistake in figuring the job 
and making his bid. Surety men say 
this emphasizes the importance of exam- 
ining closely the figures on any contract 
before issuing a bid bond, 





Milwaukee Secretary Resigns 
MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dee. 16.—John 
Spencer Bartlett, secretary of the Surety 
Underwriters Association of Milwaukee 
for the past year, has tendered his resig- 


nation, which has been accepted by the 
association. Mr. Bartlett was recently 
confined to Columbia hospital with a 
severe illness and upon his . recovery 
about a week ago left for the cast. He 
is now in New York. Temporarily, the 
office of secretary will be filled by Emil 


F. Halsey of the Gaedke-Miller Agency, 


former secretary of the association for 
many years. Mr. Bartlett is secretary 
of the Joyce Wisconsin Company, gen- 
eral agent for the National Surety. 


Pay for Course for Employes 


NEW YORK, Dec. 16—Home office em- 
ployes of the American Surety have been 
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FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH, BURGLARY 
AUTOMOBILE, LIABILITY, PLATE GLASS 
AND WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
Great Eastern 
166 Maiden Lampe 
New York 


offered an opportunity to enroll 
course on suretyship being given by the 
Insurance Institute of America. Pro- 
vided the employe attends the lectures 
of the institute regularly, the company 
will pay the entire fee for the course. 
Already some 35 American Surety men 
have registered for the series, which 
opened last week, running until Feb. 23. 


Southern Surety Readmitted 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 16—The Southern 
Surety has been readmitted to member- 
ship in the Surety Association of St. 
Louis. Its application for readmission 
was approved at the recent meeting of 
the executive committee of the organiza- 
tion. 
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AMERICAN GUARANTY CO. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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Unexcelled Service for Ohio Agents 











Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 


Fidelity and Surety Bonds 














Fidelity and Surety Bonds of 


Every Character and 
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Prompt Service Intelligently Rendered 
Desirable Agency Territory Available 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


Detroit Fidelity and Surety Company 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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The future and the past—business en- 
terprise and exiled royalty—met in 
Philadelphia last week when Charles H. 
Holland, president of the Independence 
Indemnity, was presented to Grand 
Duchess Victoria Feodorovna, whose 
husband is head of the house of Roman- 
off, which ruled Russia for more than 
three centuries. The grand duchess was 


! 
in the 


in the Bellevue-Stratford hotel while the | 


Independence Indemnity was_ holding 
its cornerstone-laying luncheon and she 
examined with much interest the model 
of the company’s new building which 
Was displayed in the room adjoining the 
luncheon room. Conmiines of her pres- 
ence, President Holland, ex-Governor 
Sproul, who is a director of the Inde- 
pendence, Mayor Kendrick and Public 
Safety Director Butler excused them- 
selves from the table and went into the 
other room to bid the grand duchess 
good-bye, as she was leaving Philadel- 
phia. Thus Mr. Holland is one of the 
very few American insurance company 
officials who have been presented to 
royalty. 

J. M. Sprague of Sprague & Black- 
more, general agents for the Southern 
Surety in Cincinnati, died suddenly last 
Sunday evening following paralysis of 
the heart muscles. Mr. Sprague had 
been in the insurance business in Cin- 


cinnati for many years. Dawson J. 
Blackmore became his partner a few 
years ago. Mr. Sprague first built a 
fine surety business in Cincinnati for 


the Bankers’ Surety of Cleveland, which 
was later reinsured. No announcement 
has been made as to the future of the 
agency. 

H. H. Wells, who recently resigned 
as Indiana special agent of the Insur- 
ance Company of North America, to 
become associated with the leuer. 
Savings & Insurance Company o 
Indianapolis, is one of the well known 
insurance men of the state. The Fed- 
eral Underwriters, which is a corpora- 
tion, is the connecting link between the 
three companies, the Federal Savings 
the Federal Mutual Life and the Fed- 
‘ral Automobile Insurance Association 
The Federal Savings is an accident and 
realth company. The Federal Mutual 
lite writes life insurance, and_ the 
Federal Auto, full cover automobile 
insurance. Mr. Wells will be connecte: 
with the management of the three 
co vpanies through the Federal Under- 
writers. 


INSURANCE SENTIMENT 
UNDERGOES A CHANGE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39) 


inconsistent and from 

a business standpoint suicidal for in 
surance men to ppose these measures. 
| the insurance pe le take a position 
| kind, the speakers declared that 

ri " re would create state funds to 
et the demand without much parley 

e wise course to pursue, therefore, is 
or insurance men to marshal the argu 


ments for and against these measures, 
to be perfectly frank with committees, 
to appear before them and_ give 
such assistance as they can. It is well, 
in the opinion of these speakers, for 
those insurance men or those connected 
with insurance organizations that have 
the ability and knowledge, to help in the 
drafting of these measures. 
Situation Declared Intolerable 


Mr. Lilly in his talk said that he had 
appeared before the New 


Jersey com- 
mission that is investigating this sub- 
ject. The Maryland Casualty, Travel- 


ers, London Guarantee & Accident, 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters, were represented at the 
hearings. The commission, he said, has 
determined to find some way to recom- 
pense those who have been injured or 
the families of those who have been 
killed. He said that the commission 
declared that from 50 to 75 percent of 
the accidents caused by motorists were 
due to those who were irresponsible 
financially. The situation, Mr. Lilly 
said, is becoming intolerable and the 
states will not let it continue. Mr. Lilly 
said that arguments against the bill 
were futile. The reasons given do not 
hit the mark. These commissions, he 
said, are not concerned with accident 
prevention. They are only interested in 
pooner pe financial responsibility in 
-ase of accident. The question these 
setmieainen are asking is whether the 
insurance people intend to cooperate 
with them in solving the problem and 
securing such legislation as will meet 
the needs of the times. 


Attitude of New Jersey Commission 


In case of the New Jersey commission 
personal liability limits $5,000 for one 
person and $10,000 for a single accident 
were recommended together with $1,000 
property damage. These limits must be 
maintained throughout the entire period 
of registration. The members of the 
New Jersey commission stated that if 
the insurance companies opposed the ef- 
fort to establish financial responsibility 
there would be no other course for leg- 
islatures to pursue than to have state in- 
surance funds. Mr. Lilly said that after 
considering the matter very frankly with 
the members of the New Jersey com- 
mission the insurance men agreed to co- 
operate with them in preparing a bill. 
He declared that in doing so they did 
not hesitate to say that they did not 
waive their right to oppose the bill when 
it came up. 


Four Different Methods 


In the determination of financial re- 
sponsibility the bill as outlined by Mr. 
Lilly provided four different methods 
to this end. First, there was a pledge 
of real estate, second the deposit of cash 
or securities, third a corporate surety 
bond and fourth an automobile liability 
and property damage policy. In connec- 
tion with the filing of a bond Mr. Lilly 
said the members of the commission 
were opposed to personal surety. He 
said they openly declared that their ex- 
perience with personal surety has been 
disastrous. It was not found to be re- 
liable. The members of the commission 
seemed to know from experience that 
personal surety was very unsubstantial 
and therefore would not agree to have 
personal surety in connection with the 
establishntent of financial responsibility 
of those licensed to operate automobiles. 


Provisions of Bill 


Mr. Lilly said that in the bill as 
drawn up the liability was extended to 
the driver as in the standard policy in 
use today. In providing for the pledge 


of real estate he said a person must 
schedule a value of $15,000 for one ve- 
hicle. W here cash and securities are 
deposited the amount is $11,000. A 


surety bond of $10,000 must be given 
and a liability policy of $10,000, Where 
there are a number of automobiles 
owned the maximum financial responsi- 


placed 
vides that a 
must alw 
ous place 
in many 


$30,000. The bill 1 
certificate of compli ined 
avs be exhibited in a conspicu- 

in the car. The bill sets forth 


particulars the responsibility of 
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the owner for the driver. In other words 
the owner is responsible where the 
driver is using the car with his consent 
either express or implied. 

Difficult Problem to Deal With 


The most difficult problem confronting 
the insurance people in drafting a bill 
concerns the right of companies to can- 
cel an insurance policy or to refuse to 
issue a policy to an applicant. In the 
pill that Mr. Lilly helped to draw up 
it is provided that 1f an applicant is re- 
fused he has the privilege of citing the 
company before the registrar of motor 
vehicle licenses. If after investigation 
the official is convinced that the com- 


pany is not justified in withholding a 
license, he can order the policy written. 
The company then can ht we an appeal 
to the courts. Mr. Lilly declares that 


the bill that is recommended in Massa- 
chusetts is a fair one. There is no pro- 
vision to protect a company against a 
damage suit, however, in case damaging 
information is given, for refusing issu- 
ance of a policy. 


No Thought of State Fund 


Mr. Lilly said that so far as the New 
Jersey commission is concerned there is 
no thought providing for state insur- 
ance in its mind if the insurance com- 
panies cooperate in drawing up a Satis- 
factory bill. The commissioners say that 
a state fund would be far simpler and 
it would be more convenient for the 
state to handle, but a bill of this nature 
would meet with stiff opposition from 
the insurance interests and many others 
who object to extending the power of 
the state to private business. 

Mr. Lilly stated that the Pennsylvania 
commission also considered this meas- 
ure. There was no other insurance rep- 
resentative before the commission than 
himself. He was asked by one of the 
New Jersey commissioners to accom- 
pany him to the hearing in Pennsylvania 
inasmuch as the New Jersey commission 
felt that adjoining states should act 
more or less in concert in adopting laws 
of this kind. Mr. Lilly emphasized the 
fact that the insurance people would not 
be in good odor if they oppose move- 
ments to establish financial responsibil- 
ity for those having automobile licenses. 

President Bland’s Objections 


President R. Howard Bland of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty ob- 
jected to the provision in the law that 
would penalize an insurance company 
that refused to issue a license to an ap- 
plicant and allowed the registrar of mo- 
tor vehicles or another state official inex- 
perienced in underwriting to decide 
whether a policy should be written. He 
said, for example, that a bootlegger 
might apply for a policy. He would ob- 
ject to issuing such a policy in his com- 
pany. The company is cited to appear 
before an official. The evidence that it 
has might be largely hearsay. The un- 
derwriter might have a firm conviction 
that it would be unwise to issue a policy 
and yet he would have no way of proving 
that the applicant was a bad risk. This 
might expose the company to a damage 
suit in case it had to show its hand. 

Mr. Lilly said that from a practical 
standpoint he did not believe the com- 
panies had anything to fear in this con- 
nection. If an applicant is refused it is 
not likely that he would press his case 
but would apply for insurance in other 
companies. He would go from one to 
another in the hope of getting the pol- 
icy. He would not like any publicity in 
the matter and especially if he is vul- 
nerable. Furthermore, it would be ex- 
pensive to make an appeal. Mr. Lilly 
said that in the New Jersey bill there 
was no extra-territorial feature. For ex- 
ample, a Pennsylvania car or one 
another state could travel with impunity 
in New Jersey and the person licensed 
could not be held responsible under the 


from | 


Proposed New Jersey law. Mr. Bland 
still contended that he opposed any 
transter of underwriting to the courts | 
or to a commission. 

Mr. Stone’s Views 


Edward C. Stone, 


if the 


Employers Liability in Boston, 


assistant manager | 


said that this subject had been before 
the Massachusetts legislature for six 
years. Three separate commissions have 
investigated it. One commission 
brought in a recommendation for a lien 
on a car where an accident was caused. 
He said that this was unsatisfactory be- 
cause some cars are almost without 
value. Most automobiles are bought on 
the installment plan. The finance com- 
panies or those loaning the money will 


require property insurance. The lien 
law as recommended would require a 
liability policy. Mr. Stone said that 


while he is opposed to compulsory auto- 
mobile insurance the underwriters will 
have no standing before any commis- 
sion taking such a stand, largely because 
the commissions are looking at the ques- 
tion from the human standpoint. 


Powerful Impression Left 


Where cases are brought before the 
commission showing that persons have 
been disabled and are unable to collect 
damages it leaves a powerful impression 


on the minds of the members. He 
thinks that it is best for the insurance 
men to tell all the facts of the story. It 


is well to suggest that the remedy may 
be worse than the evil. The practical 
difficulties should be pointed out. Yet 
the other side should be shown. Com- 
missions, he said, should have the bene- 
fit of experience of insurance people. 
State fund bills will always be intro- 
duced in connection with this compul- 
sory automobile plan. The governor of 
Massachusetts, he said, came out openly 


against any bill that permits insurance 
companies to pay commissions to 
agents. If this should be insisted, he 
said that he favored a state fund. In 
Massachusetts the question is now left 
to a recess commission. In the bill 
recommended a number of the exclu- 


sions found in the ordinary policy are 
eliminated in order that the injured may 
have the greater benefit. 


Confined to 


Mr. Stone said that in Massachusetts 
the commission in their bill hold 
those licensed responsible only for those 
accidents that take place on the ways 
of the commonwealth. The question has 
arisen as to whether the legislature has 
constitutional power to extend the fea- 
ture of financial responsibility where in- 
juries are incurred on private property. 
There is no extra-territorial power 
granted in the Massachusetts measure. 
One of the most difficult features is this 
very thing. Unless the states act in con- 
cert a legislature may therefore deal 
more harshly with its own citizens than 
it does with those of other states. 


Public Highways 


What Underwriters Should Do 


Mr. Stone 
establishing financial 
not one of safety of the roads or acci- 
dent prevention. He declared that it is 
very unwise for the underwriters to take 
an opposing stand to this movement. 
They should give every assistance, 
should furnish the experience of com- 
panies and give all information possible. 
He does not believe that it is wise for 
insurance men to actively favor meas- 
ures of this kind, but the legislators and 
commissions should not be antagonized. 
The service rendered by agents should 
be clearly pointed out so that the pro- 
vision for commissions should not be 
entirely eliminated. 

Moffatt 


the question of 
responsibility is 


said that 


Asks for Information 


Thomas C. Moffatt, president of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, took the position that the agents 
should have something of a_ tangible 
nature before them so that they could 
inform themselves as to these measures 


and also get information to the legisla- 
ture 

Wade Fetzer of Chicago, vice-presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
Casualty & Surety Agents, also felt that 
opinion should be crystallized and 


should be gotten in shape for the bene- 


fit of those whose advice is asked or 
who volunteer information on this sub- 
ject. 

Thomas B Donaldson, formerly 


Pennsylvania insurance commissioner, 
said that he favored obligatory insur- 
ance but is opposed to compulsory in- 


surance. He thinks that the plan will 
be a failure unless it is nation-wide. 
There should be uniformity among the 
states. While obligatory insurance may 
be a balm for a cut or wound it is not 
the cure for carelessness. The cure 
comes from better traffic control. Im- 
proved roads offer an incentive for 
greater speed. He said the highway 
commissioners of all states should see 
that financial solvency is established 
before a license is issued. Mr. Donald- 
son said that there will be many bills 
introduced into the legislatures to try 
to solve this problem. There will be a 


number of trick bills, he thinks to mud- 
dle the legislators. He advocates an in- 
ternational conference of all those inter- 
ested in this problem to work out a 
nation-wide plan. He said that after all 


the final remedy rests with the police. 
Becker Succeeds Chapman 

Vv. G secker, formerly of Minneapolis, 

has been appointed inspector with th 


Milwaukee branch office of 
and affiliated 


the Aetna Life 
companies, succeeding 
George M. Chapman, transferred to Des 
Moines. A farewell dinner was given Mr. 
Chapman by associates in the Milwaukee 
branch office, with about 25 present. C.A. 
Bonner, head of the casualty department, 
presented Mr. Chapman with a gold chain 
and watch charm as a farewell token from 
his fellow workers. Dr. L. E. Evans of 
the home office was present at the dinner. 








Casualty Adjusters Elect 


The Casualty Adjusters 
Chicago has elected the 
cers: President, James J. 
pendence Indemnity; vice-president, H. E. 
Westphal, Globe Indemnity; secretary 
and treasurer, R. J. Dunn, Lumbermen’s 
Mutual Casualty. 


Association of 
following offi- 
Faith, Inde- 


Laird Made Manager 


Henry F. 
in charge 





Weissenborn, vice-president 
of the great eastern department 


of the Union Indemnity, has announced 
the appointment of Carroll W. Laird as 
manager of the fidelity and surety divi- 
sion of New York. Mr. Laird, a gradu- 
ate of Princeton university, is well 
versed in surety underwriting, and has 
had several years’ training and experi- 
ence in the agency field. He has made 
a specialty of contract risks, and has 
gained a reputation as an able under- 





CASU: ALTY ol 


EE 


SUPERVISOR IS NAMED 





WILL DEVELOP OHIO FIELD 





Metropolitan Casualty Has Appointed 
William R. Medaris of Toledo Agency 
Director in the State 





Che Metropolitan Casualty announces 
the appointment of William R. Medaris 
of Toledo as agency director for Ohio. 


In this capacity he will endeavor to pro- 
cure the appointment of general agents 
in all important cities of the state and 
will supervise the development, under- 
writing, and handling of the business of 
the company obtained 
cies. 


Mr. Medaris is 


from those agen- 


vice president of the 
C. F. Medaris Company and will con- 
tinue to serve in that capacity, devoting 
only a part of his time to the service 
of the Metropolitan. 

The ¢ F. Medaris 
fices in Toledo and Columbus and has 
appointed general agent of the 
Metropolitan for central and northwest- 
ern Ohio. 

The Medaris Company has repre- 
sented the New Amsterdam Casualty 
for the past six years and has built up a 
good volume of desirable casualty and 
surety business, largely through sub- 
agents. 

The Medaris Company has resigned 
the New Amsterdam Casualty and will 
hereafter represent the Metropolitan ex- 
clusively for all casualty and surety 
lines. 

Mr. Medaris, in addition to 
experienced attorney, 
expert in all lines of 
underwriting 


Company has of- 


bee n 


being an 
is regarded as an 
casualty and surety 


Casualty Notes 


F. E. Hoffman, 
workmen's 
dustrial Commission, 
neers Society of St 
“Administration of 
pensation Act.” 

W. E. Small, president of the Georgia 
Casualty, was in New Orleans last wek. 
He was entertained by his old friend, 
Peter Epes, formerly an offictal of the 
Georgia Casualty, but now in Ife insur- 
ance work in New Orleans. 


chief of the 
compensation, 


division of 
Minnesota In- 
addressed the Engi- 
Paul last week on 
the Workmen’s Com- 











writer. This appointment will strengthen —— 
the local staff of the Union ws TO HAVE JOINT REPORT 
for handling its large volume of busi- 
ness, and will permit Vice-President ON CONTRACT QUESTIONS 
George E. Haves to devote more atten- (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 46) 
tion to development of production, while | doned in favor of methods of underwrit- 
at the same time discharging his execu- | ing based on the use of standards. 
tive duties. In the matter of rate-making he thinks 
Se ee ti oat there should be utilized a combination 
Denies General Increase of the statistical method and the judg- 
ment method, the former yielding a 

It has been rumored that the Illinois | well-grounded first approximation, which 
Manufacturers Mutual Casualty of Chi- | will need to be corrected by the judg- 
cago has made a general increase of 15 | ment method to meet the new conditions 
to 20 percent in it's compensation rate. | which may have arisen. 

Cc. T. Jaycox, general manager, denies One of the serious dangers in the busi- 
that any such increase has been put | ness, in his opinion, arises from the atti- 
into effect in general He says that the | tude of company executives and contract 
only increases have been upon the re- | underwriters, who take the view that so 
newals of individual risks which have | long as their own companies are suc- 
been found by experience to be unprofit- | ceeding it is none of their affair what 
able. The company uses the Hollerith | other companies do, although the mis- 
system to keep records of each risk, and takes of any company reflect unfavorably 
when any one is found unprofitable the upon the entire business. He also sees 
rates are increased accordingly. Mr. | the failure of the companies to recognize 
Jaycox says that a number of such in- the fact their business is affected with a 
creases have been put into effect, but public interest and that they owe a duty 
that it has not applied to every risk to the community as a serious menace to 
Sea future peace between the business and 

Held hee Payroll Fraud the public He believes this is the time 

to inaugurate reforms. 

NEW YORK, Dee. 17.—Charged with “Contractors, highway officials. credi 
fraud in the auditing of payrolls, Thomas men and others,” he says, “are all sym- 
A. Macintosh, an employe of the local pathetic with the companies in their 
offices of the Hartford Accident & In- efforts to find a solution of the problems 
demniiy, has been held for action by | which confront them, but these will be 
the grand jury It is alleged that Mac- alienated if the companies do not come 
intosh connived with brokers in making forward with a well-devised plan for 
false payroll audit's and that the com- handling the situation and correcting the 
pany has been defrauded of over $30,000 abuses which have crept into the busi- 
thereby ness.” 

Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 

e ; 

Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 


Catastrophe Hazard 





111 W. Jackson Blvd. 


Blanket Auto Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 


CHICAGO 














it 


tary of state either a surety 
personal bond to protect victims of auto- 
mobile accidents will be presented to the 
con- 
Edgar Riedinger, 
representative from the first district in 
St. Louis. 
along the lines of the New 
law, 


st 


venes 
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Missouri Auto Liability Bill 
ST. LOUIS, MO., 


y insurance or to file with the 


legislature when that body 


in January, by 


ate 


The measure is 


which at present 


owners of taxicabs. 


Dec. 16—A bill to com- 
pel all motor vehicle owners in Missouri 
to provide themselves with ample liabil- 
secre- 
company or 


patterned 
York state 
applies only to 











Special Agent Wanted! 


For Lower Michigan. 
Health Insurance. If 
as a personal producer, as well as an 
organizer of producing agents, whole or 
part time men, and if your ability can be 
vouched for by our investigation of your 
actual performance during the past twelve 
months, we have a real position for you 
in Lower Michigan, beginning January 
1, 1925. Write Box L-7, The National 
Underwriter. 


Accident and 


you have ability 














POSITION WANTED 
As Casualty Underwriter or Claims Super- 
visor by young married man having eleven 
years’ experience in Company and General 
Agency offices underwriting and adjusting 


ae. Address L-29 


Care The National Underwriter. 








Position as Manager 
Surety or Burglary Department 

of some Eastern or Midwestern Agency— 
Seven years’ experience in inside executive 
management. Particularly versed in Bur- 
glary and Bank Lines. Now in New York 
City. Excellent references. 

Address L-33, care The National U nderwriter. 














The Opening Wedge 


For Bigger Business 





$20.00 Special Accident and 
Health Policy 
COMMONWEALTH CASUALTY CO. 
Oldest Phila. Casualty Company 
75 Montgomery St. 
Jersey City, N. J. 





Attractive commissions and territory for 
Live Wire General Agents 














514 Times In 7 Years 


Is a record of Premium Increase 
which means more than a mere dis- 
play of figures. The reason for this 
remarkable achievement may _ 
found in the unsurpassed service 
which has characterized the institu- 
tion since it was founded in 1903. 

Authorized to transact business in 
33 States with a Cash Capital of 
$200,000.00 and Admitted Assets of 
$560,000.00, the opportunities for re- 
sponsible and able representatives are 
better than ever before. 


HEALTH AND ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE ONLY 


For unoccupied territory write Home Office 


Inter-Ocean Casualty Company 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


W. G. Alpaugh, J. W. Scherr, 
Secretary President 











WANTED 


Young man or woman to take charge of 
statistical department in small casualty 
company in Northwest. Will be required 
to handle entire work of department in- 
cluding punching of cards, but position will 
no doubt lead to rapid advancement. 

Address L-15, care The National Underwriter. 











ALLOWS NEW YORK INCREASE 


Cuperintendent Beha’s Action on Com- 
pensation Rates Not All That 
Companies Asked 





NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—While as- 
senting to an average 10 per cent. ad- 
vance in workmen’s compensation rates 
in New York State, effective Jan. 1, 
perintendent Beha declined to allow the 
14-1 increase asked for by the compen- 
sation rating board. He also refused 
the nearly 3 points increase in the ex- 
pense loading proposed by the bureau, 
though permitting an advance of 1 per 
cent. ,thus making the expense 40 per 
cent. instead of 39 as now. The super- 
intendent criticizes the companies for 
failing to make full payroll collections 
and for accepting insufficient deposit 
premiums, holding that the interest 
alone upon these funds would be a ma- 
terial source of income. 


Fitzgerald Bill Not Called 


Owing probably to the absence 
through illness of Representative Fitz- 
gerald of Ohio from Congress Dec. 8, 
which was District of Columbia day in 
the House, his bill proposing a monop- 
olistic workmen’s compensation fund, 
was not called. No one knows when 
the measure is likely to be taken up. 


Snyder Philadelphia General Agent 


The Eureka Casualty has appointed the 
W. J. Snyder Agency its general agent 
at Philadelphia. The Eureka Casualty is 
itself a Philadelphia company, but pre- 
viously did not have an agency in the 
city, handling its local business through 
the home office. Mr. Snyder will repre- 
sent it in the eastern counties of Penn- 
sylvania, as well as in Philadelphia. 


Big Verdict at Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 16—A ver- 
dict of $20,719 damages was returned by 


a jury here in favor of Arnold Renau, 
Santa Monica grocer’s boy, in his suit 
against Eugene B. Hersch, head of the 
Army & Navy Stores, for injuries suf- 
fered in an automobile accident. Accord- 
ing to the testimony Hersch’s colored 


chauffeur was driving a heavy machine 
about 35 miles an hour when it suddenly 
swerved, striking a truck which Renau 
was unloading, pinning him against an 
electric pole, breaking his leg in several 
places and filling it with splinters. 





To Wind Up Lion Bonding 

OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 16—Announcement 
has been made of a hearing in the dis- 
trict court here Dec. 20, to determine all 
questions of priority of claims against 
the Lion Bonding and whether any part 
of the estate is a trust fund, A final 
order will be entered at that time de- 
termining the rights of all creditors and 
ordering distribution. 


Maryland Casualty Dividend 
BALTIMORE, Md., Dec. 16.—The direc- 
tors of the Maryland Casualty have de- 
clared a regular quarterly dividend of 
4% per cent, equivalent to $1.12% per 
share. It is payable Dec, 22 to stock- 
holders of record Dec. 10. 


TRAFFIC CONFERENCE 
MET IN WASHINGTON 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40) 


attention to such matters as brake ad- 
justment, steering control, clutch mech- 
anism and lighting equipment. 

“To take steps through the national 
insurance associations in which they 
hold membership, or otherwise, to bring 
about a co-ordination of the public ac- 
cident prevention work now being done 
by them, and to consider the accom- 
plishment of this object through the 
organization of a coalition committee 
composed of engineering and safety ex- 
perts representing the various _types and 
groups of insurance carriers.’ 





Suggest Community Effort 


The conference also recommended 
that every community undertake pre- 
vention work ‘aggressively, since it is 


| olations, 


the community that largely controls the 
factors that make for a reduced acci- 
dent toll, this factor in turn being re- 
flected ultimately in a lower cost for 
public liability, property damage and 
collision insurance. 

Certification of titles also came in for 
consideration, the report recommending 
that all of the states should adopt the 
principle of certification and registra- 
tion of automobile titles as one of the 
most important and effective means for 
reducing thefts, and, by virtue of this 
result, owing to the causal relation be- 
tween the theft and accident hazards, 


also a measure for improving the pres- | 


ent public accident situation. This leg- 
islation should be uniform and should 
contain adequate provision for enforce- 
ment with proper penalties for violation. 
Closer co-operation between the various 
agencies interested in the passage of 
these laws would be helpful in securing 
their enactment. 


Defeat Compulsory Cover 


During the course of the session an 
effort was made by H. D. Harper, of 
the Colorado Springs, Colo., police de- 
partment, to have incorporated in the 
report a resolution that all owners and 
drivers of automobiles must have in- 
demnity insurance against accident at 
the time they secure their license, sup- 
porting his proposal with the statement 
that his experience had been that in 
ninety percent of the automobile acci- 
dents the persons responsible for the 
accident were wholly irresponsible finan- 
cially. 

His recommendation 
siderable opposition, F. Highland Burns, 
of the Maryland Casualty, a member of 
the insurance committee, asserting that 
it had been the opinion of his commit- 
tee in considering this question that 
compulsory insurance would bring about 
an increase in the number of accidents. 
In this contention he was supported by 
Theodore E. Pratt, of the Motor Truck 
Association of America, who declared 
that “if an operator of an automobile 
will not drive carefully when uninsured 
and carrying his own liability, it is an 
obvious fact that giving him insurance 
and relieving him from liability will not 
decrease the accident hazard.” 


Cite Added Cost 


met with con- 


The controversy was brought to an 


end when H. W. Baker, of the New 
York State Automobile Association, 
said: “Compulsory insurance has been 


a live issue in New York State for a 
great many years, and we have devoted 
our efforts to regulation of the oper- 
ator instead of heaping financial bur- 
dens upon the owners which would ro 
create safety conditions. The cost to 
New York State, on the basis of last 
year’s records of accidents, would add 
$186,000,000 to the cost of operating au- 
tomobiles in that one state alone.” 

Upon Mr. Harper’s proposal being 
submitted to the conference, it was read- 
ily voted down. 

The only other subject of controversy 
was the compulsory automobile stop at 
all railroad crossings which C. L. 
Bardo of the New Haven railroad 
sought to have adopted. This precipi- 
tated a spirited debate which ended in 
the adoption of a suggestion from F. 
T. Singleton, of the Indiana public 
service commission, that properly desig- 
nated state commissions should be em- 
powered to designate dangerous grade 
crossings at which motorists must stop. 


Many Other Recommendations 


The recommendations finally adopted 
by the conference, in addition to those 
relating to insurance, already quoted. 
are summarized as follows: 

Adequate traffic divisions in municipal 
police departments; specific provision 
for adequate and timely planning of 
traffic facilities; elimination of grade 
crossings or relocation of highways: 
special traffic courts, both city and 
rural; vigorous prosecution of traffic vi- 
with adequate penalties, in- 
cluding revocation of licenses; regula- 
tion of speed, 
tions: 


uniformity of traffic regulations: 


compilation of adequate and complete 


acording to local condi- | 


statistics of accidents; réporting and in- 
vestigation of accidents; safety educa- 
tion in schools; city planning and zoning 
with a view to minimizing hazards; 
railroad crossing protection; adoption 
by automobile manufacturers of a code 
for standard braking ability, with pro- 
vision for efficient steering gear, rigid 
enforcement of automobile light regu- 
lations; inspection of motor vehicles. 
The report also made pertinent sug. 
gestions for conduct of drivers and 
pedestrians and _ safety education in 
schools. It outlines the co-operative 


work which can be carried on by va- 
rious organizations interested in the 
question. 
Up to Present Organizations 
Discussing future activities, the con- 


ference decided that it is not desirable 
to set up a new permanent national 
safety organization, but to carry on the 
work through the co-operative effort of 
the agencies already in existence. The 
national conference, however, will not 
pass out of existence, but a joint com- 
mittee will be appointed by Secretary 
Hoover, comprised of members of the 
eight committees which prepared the 
original reports, to carry on necessary 
work and prepare a program for another 
conference, to be called for December 
of next year by the secretary. 

Before the conference adjourned. del- 
egates on the floor paid high tribute to 
the work of Secretary Hoover, Colonel 
Barber, Vice Chairman Delano, and 
other officials who have ben active dur- 
ing the life of the organization. 

President Coolidge Spoke 


the members of the 
conference visited the White House, 
where they were briefly addressed by 
President Coolidge. The president ex- 
pressed great interest in their work 
pointing out that the present traffic 
situation was one of national concern. 
He advised the conference, however, 
that Congress could not enact any law 
making the highway safe, but that this 
labor lay with the states and municipali- 
ties, who were sovereign over their 
roads, were closer to the users and 
knew best what steps were needed. 

Similar sentiments were expressed by 
Secretary Hoover in bringing the con- 
ference to a close. He expressed the 
hope for government by co-operation, 
rather than further attempts to central- 
ize the government in Washington, and 
pointed out that traffic control may be 
the first real expression of that form of 
government. In adjourning the meet- 
ing he assured the delegates that they 
had performed a real service for their 
countrymen and expressed his pleas- 
ure at being able to participate in such 
a service. 


During the day 


Many Underwriters Present 


Among the insurance men attending 
the conference are: D. H. Beyer, Lib- 
erty Mutual, Boston; William BroSmith, 
Travelers, Hartford; T. H. Carrow, in- 
surance department, Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, Philadelphia; J. M. Eaton, Ameri- 
can Mutual Alliance, New York; 
Wallace J. Falvey, assistant secretary. 
Massachusetts Bonding, Boston; Harold 
R. Gordon, Health & Accident Under- 
writers Conference, Chicago; S. S. 
Huebner, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia; H. G. Johnson, Continen- 
tal Casualty, Washington; James S. 
Kemper, Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty, 
Chicago; E. W. Kopf, Metropolitan, 
New York; Edgar K. Legg, Jr., Fidel- 
ity & Casualty of New York, Washing- 
ton; James L. Madden, insurance de- 
partment, United States Chamber of 
Commerce, Washington; J. L. Oakley, 
Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty, Phila- 
delphia; L. R. Palmer, Equitable Life, 
New York; C. E. Pettibone, American 
Mutual Liability, Boston; Tinlsey 
Rucker, Indemnity of North America, 
Philadelphia; Samuel H. Shriver, United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty, Baltimore; 
EH, P. Stellwagen, National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters, New 
York; David Van Schaack, Aetna Life, 
Hartford, and W. P. Young, National 
Automobile Underwriters Conference, 
New York. 
































The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 





Established 1869 





Monrrdlom 
Guarantee and Accident 
Company. Limited 





Head Office U. S. Branch 


55 Fifth Avenue, New York 
C. M. BERGBR, United States Manager 


The “Company of super service” is not a name that has 
been “applied” to the London Guarantee and Accident. 
It is a name well earned in more than fifty years of close 
co-operation with the agents. 






















































AGENTS and BROKERS 
PENNSYLVANIA and NEW JERSEY 


The Indemnity Company of America 


Saint Louis 


WRITING AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
EXCLUSIVELY 


Have opened a Branch Office in Philadelphia, 
at 424 WALNUT STREET, which is fully 
equipped with Claim and Underwriting De- 
partments to handle the business in these two 
States, and in charge of men who have been 
General Agents, know the Agents’ needs and 
speak their language. 





Do you represent a company where the O ficers 
have a real interest in you and your policy- 


holders? 


CH. A. LEMP, President EARL C. THOMPSON, V.P. & G. M. 
HENRI F. DAVID, Secretary WM. J. LEMP, Jr., Treasurer 





“The Policy Has An Advantage” 














